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the Writing of this fecond Volume, tho I had all the, 
Way fome Regard to that young Prince to whom it is 


Dedicated $ yet I took fuch particular Care, that it 

and 



w vy v w y j v j. j wv t*r js l* r v *\> M UWf / 

'ght be of the fame general Ufe 7 vith the firft Part 


endeavour d 




as 


much 


as 


fojfibl 


e 




make it 


3 




727 Years 


Piece with that . As the firfi was a Series 1 
to the compleat Efiablijloment of the Roman- Empire $ fc 
this is a Series of Years from thence, to the Removal 


of the Imperial Seat, which 


3 


Ruin 


thod, fo f 


a principal Caufe of its 


and carry d down in the fame Manner and Me 



r as was confident with the Sub jell and Mate- 

In this I have alfo interwoven fome Ecclefiaftical 

Affairs, fuch as the ten General Perfecutions of the Churchy 
and fome other Matters, which are not Foreign, but make 
up a Material Part of the Roman Hiftory 


The Authors I us d for the Compofing of this Piece 

were principally Dion-Caffinsj Jofephus 5 Eufebius^ He 

among the Greeks; and Taci 


rodian 


tus 


3 


WZozimus 


7 


, Suetonius^ thofe Authors call'd Hiftoria: Augu 
fta? Scriptores, and feveral Epitomizers, fuch as Flo- 

- “ — — a ^ ^ 

, and EutropiuSj among the Latines 


rus 


LcCtus, Victor 


Out of thefe and fome others, I have made as Regula 


Story as I coud ; thd I fometimes met with 



Diffi¬ 


culties, by reafon of the Courfenefs and Sterility of many 
Parts of my Materials, which together with the Strang 
nefs of the SubjeB 

the Quality of an jixulvx 




Hiftorian 


blig d me to defend from 


The Reigns of fome of the Emp 


that of a Biographer, 

monfiroufly 


were 



Wicked 


5 
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Troubles. As the Temple of Janus was ftill kept 
fhut 5 fo the Soldiers chief Concern was the reap¬ 
ing the Fruits of their former Conquefts ; and as 
all private Pretenfions to Government were ex¬ 
cluded by this New Settlement, fo the fecret Pradi- 
ces and ambitious Defigns of particular PerfonSj 
which of late Years, had miferably harrafs’d and 
almoft ruin d the State, were now wholly cruftfd 



ftifled 


And to compleat the Happinefs of 


Rome , Augufim himfelf made it his principal Care 

and Employment to maintain this Peace, and to 
gain the Hearts and Affedions of the People, who 
were now made his SiibjecSts by Confent, as before 
they had been by Conftraint ,• without which he 
Cou’d not with any Security have preferv’d his Au 


thority 


This Love and Efteem which he 


endeavour’d to gain, manifeffly difplay’d it felf 


fhortly after his being nam’d Augufi 


3 


the Senate 


giving him the Title of Father of his Country > in thefe 


words 


y 


The Senate , by the unanimous Confent and Con 

f the Techie of Rome, falutes Tou 9 Csefar Au 


guftus, with a Title of Pater Patrice, wijhing all wan 




of Frofperity to Ton and Tour Family 


and 



do 


ng, they wijh perpetual Felicity to the Commonwealth „ 

To which hearty Salutation the Emperor reply’dj 
with the utmoft. Marks of Satisfadion ; That noiv he 

J * 


was become Mafier of his greatef Wijh 


s 


d what p 


'pally remain d for him was } to implore the AJjiftance of 
the Immortal Gods to make him a true Father of his 
Country, and to continue him in their Love and AffeSi 


the lafi Moment 




Lifi 


The Sincerity of 


this Anfwer was more fully confirm’d by Time 
for in all his Publick Cares and Addons the general 
Good of his Country was manifeftly his principal 


Aim 


And this appear’d 


only in his Difcourfe, 


but in one of his Edids, which runs thus: Would to 

Com won- Wealth 


Heaven I might fo firmly efiablijh 



upo 


its proper Bafs 9 and reap fuch Fruits of thy incef 

fani 


.•9 


I 



} 




4 
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AUGUSTUS 

left V erf on to difiurb his Repofe. This Rule was exa& 


Jy obferv’d by Augustus, as a Perfon whofe Title and 
Authority was not yet well ripen’d and ftrengthen’d 

And afterwards, when his Son-in Law 


by Time. 

Tiberius had by Letter urg’d him to punifli on Qzs&ian 
for his Irreverence and Scurrility towards his Sove¬ 
reign, he in his Anfwer defir’d him, Not to indulge the 

Yaffo n s of his Tears * adding, That if any Man dares fpeak 


ill of 

fuch 




we are fuff cimtly happy, while our Condu 


is 


as 



can 


Inj uy) 


His 


great Kindnefs 


and Civility to Antony s Party prov’d a firm Support 

• and the greater, becaufe he 


his 


Intereft 


had given fuch Publick Demo.nftrations of his Fa 
vour to ’em. 



adding Places of Truft and Ho- 
his Pardons. His Kindnefs and Bounty to 
the generality of the People was no lefs remarkable • 
for many of the Commons who were in a decli 
rung Cond 


he 


lly 


d: And when 


feveral of ’em had made him Heir to their Goods 
and Eftates, he immediately reftor’d all to the Chil¬ 


dren of. the Deceas’d, intimating. That no good Fa 

ther ever appointed any Yrince for his Heir but a Tyrant 


If'they were too young 


5 


he kept it till 


they were of a competent Age ,* and then deliver’d 


with a confiderable Addition of his 


g.enerou 


Adfion fliew’d this Emp 


Which 

/ 

to be 


as 


\ 


t r u ; e 


Guardian to Orphans, as a Father to his 
Country. 

But the principal Care of Augufius was to fatisfie 
his Soldiers, and to render them coniiant and faith¬ 
ful upon all Exigencies. A confiderable number of 

, in thirty Co 




which he diipers’d in all Parts of Italy, in thb 
lonies, as well for the Defence of the Country* 

for their more fpeedy reaffembling, if Occafion 


fliou’d require it. Abroad, among the Frontier Pro 
vinces, were maintain’d at the Charge of the Pub- The 





lick, twenty five Legions, with 
feventeen of which were in Europe 



of the Em 




about 








1 




I 









that his principal Bufinefs was to Chaffife the Info 


Cl 


lency of th 


a 

V,/ 



efpecially the Cantabrians and 


"Afinnans, who now had made great Deviations 
and done 

* 

gaJhiS} 


s 


i Atg 

at his Arrival, found'em Befiegingof acoff 


Damage to the Roman Allies 


iderable Town, which he in a fhor 


L 


After which he divided his Army into thr 
and farrounded the whole Country of the C 
hrians . who 


reliev d 
e Parts 


3 



3 



obftinately refifted the Romans for 
many Years. Having difcoverd the Way to fur- 
prize 'em .in their Mountainous Country, he prefs’d 


forwards with great Vigour and S 
were conftrain*d to retire to one of 


!\ 


lountai 




heir be ft 



icy, till they 
their higheft 
their Wives and Children, and all 
where they ftrongly fortified, 
againil any Attempt that con'd be made 




Romans 



attack fo Warlike and 


it extreamly hazardous to 



ate a -People in fuch 
an advantageous Pcfl, declin'd following 'em, but 

great Expedition built many Forts, and fe 



curely block’d up all the Paffages and. Avenues to 


i 


tee 


loch was 


incam, with a Defisn to ftarve 'em. 




Yet 




*0 


efs and Refolution of this Peo- 

i . 

pie, tliac inftead of Yielding, they endur’d-all the 
finable Miferies of Want and Famine, Mothers 

and the Young Men 


■t rp o 

J> il At 



* -f.« # 


l 


ling tneir own 



Haying the Old, and devouring their Flefh to 



Cain the Ne< 



of Nature. This Evil occa 


fior/d another as fatal, which was a fbarp and vio¬ 
lent Difcord among themfelves, feme being refolv’d 
to Yield, and others to Gppofe : the former al- 

at la ft 


i edging, 


The a moil 




and the latter, The Honour of dying bravely with their 

■Swords in'their Hands, This dangerous "Contention 


to ta 


* 


me! 


as'd 


that the Cantabrians at laft forc'd 

* * 

out icooo of the Marians , with their Wives and 


Children 


3 


w h o 




the Roman Forts 


* 







\ 
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together with a great Number of thei^ 
Neighbours. Yet there remain’d many Parties o 
fcatter’d People* who in a fliort time gather'd toge¬ 
ther from all Parts, and all at once refolv’d to at¬ 
tack the Romans, which they did with fuch extra¬ 
ordinary Refolution and Obftinacy, that nothing 
but the Night could feparate ’em, after very great 
Loffes on both Sides. The next Morning they 
joyn’d with more dreadful Fury than before, and 
the Battel continu’d very ffiarp and bloody till 
Night, at which time the Romans by their extraor¬ 


dinary Difcipline, and with extream difficulty, ob 


rain’d 


the Vidlory, confeffing, That they never en 
counter d fuch fierce and cruel Enemies . Augufim having 

thus happily finifh’d this War, built feveral Places 
in that Country, which afterwards were much im¬ 
prov’d and enlarg’d. 

This Year was as remarkable for feveral Wars in 

* 

other Parts, as it had been for Revolts in Spain: 
Mar cm CraJJius , one of Augufius s Lieutenants on the 
.'Danube , march’d into the Country of the Msejians, 
a fierce and favage People beyond Tanonia and the 
Danube , who had never feen the Romans . Upon the 

Approach of the Enemies Troops, one of their Com¬ 
manders came boldly up to the Front of the Roman 
Army, and cry’d. Who are you , that dare come to mo 


lefi 


us 


? 


The other reply’d, We are Romans, 


the 


Lords of Nations . It jhall be fo , anfwer’d the Mas ft an, 

and thereupon made a Vow to 


overcome us 


if you 

facrifice to their Gods the Entrails of fuch Captains as they 
took of the Romans, and afterwards devour 'em. Not- 

withftanding their Threats and their unufual Fierce- 

they were foon put to Flight, and afterwards 

with all thofe who had joyn’d with ’em. 
About the fame time Terentins Varro - another of the 



Emperor’s Lieutenants, fubdu’d the SalaJJi. , a People 
upon the Alps , difarm’d ’em, gave part of their 


Territory to the Tratorian Soldiers, and there built 

uf - • ■ 

a City 


i 




5 1 



him 


The 

And in favour of his Emprefles 



Tiberius 


3 


was ordain’d 


That he might ftand for any Of 


fice of Magiftracy five Years before theufualTim 
fhortlv after which 


* 

W y 


Tib 


Sues ft 


Marcellas was made <ME.dsle , and 
In which Year zAElius Gallus , 

to re- 


nge fome Affronts 


upon the Arabs 


5 


Governour of zAEgyft) by Augufius s Ordei . 

pierc’d a 

considerable Way into their Country, under th 
Guidance of SylUus 3 a Noble Man of Arabia. This 

the Temple of Jams to be open’d, after k 


Q 


caus’d 




a 


(hut left than a Year; but 


Gallus 




having 




& 


w h e r 


thrown the Sabaans in Battel, and then loft 
:eft Part of his Men in the Sandy Defarts 
lUus had treacheroufly led ’em, was at lad: 


oblig’d to retire. 


About the fame time the Cant a 


r. 


Spam and their Neighbours revolted 


y 


and 


urprizmg 


c 


onfiderabie Number of the Romans by 
a Stratagem, they put ’em all to.the Sword. But 
tAElius Lama, Governour in thofe Parts, fufficiently 


their D 


eaths 


laying 



their Country 


TwVCIJgj U lagu jL/watujj laying cm uxwi "uvwuu 

wade with Fire and Sword, and purfuing the Ene 

my fo vigorouflv, that he fhortly reduc’d ’em to an 


intire Subjection. 



in 


/ 


allowing Year the Emperor being in his e- 
ConfuUhip, fell into a dangerous Diftemper, 
i Time hefeem’dto defign the putting the 


ommon-wealth once more into the Hands 


30 ‘ 


abl 


and People $ which appear’d the 


pro 


a 

v 






*■>»» 


by his not naming a Succeffor, and by his 

the Senate a Book of all the Towns, Provin- 

Forces, Riches, and Cuftoms of the 


Allies 


5 


whole Romm Emp 


Wh 


c\ 


almoft all defpair’d 


of his Life, Antonins Mufa reflor’d him to his 



teat Satisfadion of the People, who home 

cely ere&ed a Statue to Mufa, and plac’d it by 

« i Z' 7 • m i ^ «t t , * ^ . V . 


hat of 


oAEfculapius: The S 


likewife conferrd 


great Honours upon him, and in favour of his Pro 

" ffion, gave Immunity from publick Impoft 


£ 

l 




to 


fill 


\ 




l 




* 
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* 

* 
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The following Year had M. Marcellus and L. A- 
funtius for Confuls, and was accompanied with fo 
many difcouraging Accidents, and fo great aPlague 
that the Lands of Italy were left untill’d 


3 > 


The 


Commons 


magined thefe Calamities to have pro¬ 
ceeded from the Want of Augufiuss being Conful 
this Year, with great Ardency requir’d the Senate 
to make him Dictator, threatning to fire the Houfe* 
and there detain’d the Senators till they had decreed 

with 


it 


After which they all repair’d to 



twenty four Axes and Fa fees , begging him to accept 
of the Diclatorjlups and to permit himfelf to be made 
Procurator of Provifions, as Pompey had formerly 
been. He unwillingly accepted of the latter Im- 

ployment, and aded accordingly, but wou’d by no 
Perfwafions admit of the Dittatorjhip ; and when he 
cou’d no otherwife fatisfie the People, he in a vio¬ 
lent Paffion tore his Robes in their Prefence, wifely 
declining the Envy and Danger of that Title, when 
he had already the Honour and Authority of it 

He made the fame Refufal when they 


in 


5 


mo ft Cafes 

offer’d to create him perpetual Cenfor, naming ?y£m 
Iks Lepidus , and. Munatius Plancus for that Office 

who were the laft Cenfors of Private Perfons.. And 

tho’ they bore the Office,- yet Auguflm a&ed in ma 

ny things pertaining thereto. In this Year he put 

an end to fome particular Aflemblies, and reform’d 

fome others. He requir’d the Praetors, whom late 
ly he had reduc’d to 1 


take Care of the Cele 


bration of all Publick Games j yet ftill that fome 


Stipend fhould be 
likewife ordain’d 


d ’em by the People 
by a particular Edid, That 



W 


fhould exhibit the Show of Gladiators , without Or¬ 
ders from the Senate, and then nooftner than twice 


Year 


with more than 120 Gladiators 


To 



committed the Charge of 


** uLvaij iiux WU1 

the Curule zAidiles ^ _ 

• ^ ^ allowing 600 Slaves for ciiat Sen* 

* 

many Illuftn 


vice 


And becau 


1 


Eq 
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fill , he muft of nccejjity make him his Son-in-Law, or fake 



is 


Life 


While Agrifpa with the utmoft Wifdom and 


9 


Diligence was taking Care of the City ,Auguftus, firft 
fettling the Affairs of Sicily , pafs’d over into Greece, 
where he honoured the Lacedemonians with his Com 
pany , and fhe w’d 'em particular Marks of his Favour,, 
becaufe they had formerly harbour’d and entertain’d 
Livia with her Husband and Son, when they fled out 
of Italy . From Greece he fail'd to Samos, and there 
Winter’d. In the Spring following when Apuleius 
and Sillms were Confuls,, he crofs’d over into Afia 
and fettled Affairs in Bithynia, and other Provinces 
through which he pafs’d, with no lefs Care and Dili 
gence, than if they had belong’d to himfelf, and not 
to the People. Upon his approaching nigh the 
Borders of Tartbfa, Tbraortes, King'of that Nation 
out of Kefped to his Perfon 3 and Dread to his Arms 
fent him all the Military Enfigns and Prifonerstaken; 

from CraJJus and Antony ; which he receiv’d after the 

fame Manner, and with the fame Satisfaction as if 
he had overthrown the Varthiehs in Battel. Having 
recover’d all thefeThings with much Honour and no 
Bloodfhed, he caus’d Sacrifices to be offer’d, and 


9 


9 


V 


commanded that a Temple (hou’d be decreed in the 
Capitol to Mars the Avenger 3 in Imitation of that to, 
Jupiter Firetrius , in which Military Enfigns were a U 
ib to be hung up. At which time Julia brought A 


grippa a Son whom he nam’d Cairn, on whofe Birth- 
Day a perpetual Sacrifice was decreed, with other 
Solemnities; and the zAEdiks at their own Charge 
added Games onHorfeback, and Huntings to the 

Birth-Day Solemnities of the Emperor. 

Auguftus, after he hadpafs’d through many Proving 

cesin the Eafi, in the latter end of the Year return’d 

to Samos , a fecond time, to which Places he granted 


great Privileges; and was met there by Ambaffadors' 

from Boras and Vandion, two of the mightieft Kings’ 

of the Indians , who came fuch a Difiance to fee for 






* 




and offer’d to fwear to obey ’em : He made feveral 
new Laws* but refus’d their Oaths, intimating, lhat 

if his Laws were grateful to *em 3 their Oaths woud be 
needlejs j if nop, they woud be inejfeBual. 

At this time Agrippa y from his Government in the U. C* 
City, march’d into Gaul y where the Invafions of the 726* 
Germans had rais’d fome nev£ Troubles. Having fet- 
led the Affairs of that Country, he pafs’d from thence 1 
into Spain, where there was great need of the Pre¬ 
fence of fo renown’d a Commander: For the Can - 






Chap. I. AUGUSTUS II. 21 

■ « 

r^ply’d, Tell them I difpleas’d you . He likewife took 
care, that the Senate ftiou’d be always holden with 

great Reverence; that the Senators fhou’d meet as at 

a Temple of Devotion; and that no Decree fhou’d 
pafs but in the Prefence of 400 Senators, if poffibly 

to be effeded. He alfo Ordain’d. That no Man 

** \ 

ftou’d have fo great a Privilege and Honour as the 
Freedom of Rome , but after a find Examination of 
his Merits; fetcingnew Rules and Limits to the Ma« 
numiffion of Slaves. In this Point he was always 
very fevere, and when Tiberius writ to him to beg the 
Freedom of Rome for a Grecian, who was one of his 

Clients, he anfwer’d him, That he Tvoud do nothing in 
this Cafe , ’till he came himfelf and fatisfy d him cf the Ju- 
ft ice of his Requeft. His beloved Wife Llvia petitio¬ 
ning in like manner for a Tributary Gaul, he abfo- 
lately deny’d him his Freedom, yet granted Immur 
nity and Exemption from his Tribute, profeffing* 

That he woud fooner condefcend to a Diminution of the 
Tublick Revenue , than to proftitute the Honour of th$ 

Roman Citizens. 

This Year the Emperor’s firft Ten Years being ex- tudi Sam 
pir’d, he took the Government upon him for five Ion- lares. 

ger, which were foon after encreas’d to Ten, and H. C 
Jgrippas Authority enlarg’d. At the fame time He 7 J 7 » 
and Jgrippa gave the People the Pleafure of the great 
Secular Games, which had not been feen for a hundred 

r \ 

Years before, and were now celebrated with more 

than ordinary Pomp and Magnificence. And in this 
Particular no Prince ever exceeded him, being him- 
felf a great Admirer of all thofe Publick Plays, Shows* 

and Games which were fo much in ufe among the 
Romans. The Charge and Variety of thefe were 
much greater in this Reign, than almofl in any other; 
and the Emperor himfelf often gave great Rewards 
to the Vidors in all the Martial Exercifes. He took a 

* l 

peculiar Delight in the Tournament, or Warlike Pa- 
ftime call’d Troy, and making choice of his Boys of 

! . C j ' greater 


9 
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V 



immediate 


pronounc’d the Embryo a Male 
ly ftabb’d the Woman. Augujhu was extreamly 
cern’d at their outrageous Actions and dangerous 
Pregrefs, and with all Speed fent his Wife Livid\ s 
Son Dntfus, a Perfon of extraordinary Valour, and 
Other Accomplifhments, to flop the Torrent of their 


Fury 


He 


in a (hort rime, with great Skill arid 


Dexterity, drove ’em out of Italy, having firft given 
*em ah entire Overthrow in a fet Battel nigh Trent. 
They write, that the Women ftiew’d chemfelves fo 
cruel and barbarous in this Fight, that when their 
Darts fail’d them, they took their Infants by their 
JLegs, and threw ’em at their Enemies Faces. Thofe 
that were forc’d out of Italy, endeavour’d to enter Gaul, 


and at 


but were there repell’d by Tiberius; 
they were all conftrain’d to fubtnic, mo ft of 
beft Men being carry'd away to fsrve the Romans 


gch 


other Parts 


Agrhpa 


fide gave Orders 


for the Affairs of Afia, and all the Eaft, where he 
behav’d himfelf with that noble Skill and Bravery, 
that all th s Roman Allies were more firmly eftablifh’d 
than ever, and their Enemies fo effedlually fupprefsd, 
that Auguflus had new Honours decreed him in thofe 


Parts 


Bu 



A 3*5 
V 


rvices. 


igripp 

of a 


3 


twithftanding his excellent 


peculiar Greatnefs of Mind, re 


fusda .Triumph when it was decreed him by the 
Senate ,• and this was the principal Caufe of the lofs 


ot this Cu 


fo 


highly advantage 


the Rc 


others generally following his Example,were 


farisfy’d only with the Ornaments of Triumpi 

Auguflus having now fettled the Affairs of G 


& 


pd thelncuritons of the Germans, and fnpprefs’d 
kebeJion of Spain ; he left Drufus with his Army 

r* T> L:„. „ * _3 _ _ - J 

u to Rome, after he had 

. r .. „ s - He was receiv’d with 

universal joy and Satisfaction, but he refus’d fe- 


upon tne Rhine, and 

beenabfent near three V 


New 


Honours that were offer’d him 


neither 


jvou’d he permit the People to come out and me«c 

9 ““ 9 

. - him 


- ; 




• 

* 


/ 

s 

v 



r 




JuliaV 

third Ma? m 

riage with 
'flberius. 
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Chap. 
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AU 



US 










the Flaminian Cirque . From thence he was born 
the molt confiderable of the Equites , and others of 
the Senatorian Rank, into the Campus Martins, where 
being burnt, the Allies were laid in Auguftus s own 
Sepulcher. The Surname of Germankus was alfo 


3 


given to him and his Sons, befides the Honours of 

magnificent Statues and Triumphal Arches, and of a 
noble Monument upon the River Rhine • all which 
were juftly due to a young Perfon of his extraordl-* 
nary Merits and uncommon Vertues. 

Augufiustew'mgthis City fhortly after, retir'd him¬ 
felf, and wou'd not return this Year upon the Ac¬ 
count of Drufms Death ,• but in the following he 
enter'd Rome , where he found both the Confuls and 
other Magiftrates accus'd for procuring their Places 
by Money. Auguftus at prefent wou'd make no In- 
quifition, refolving to punifh none by vulgar Re¬ 
ports, nor pardon any who were manifeftly convid- 
ed. But he wifely took confiderable Sums of Money 
of all fuch as flood for any Office by way of Pledge 
and if any Indirect Practices or Briberies were dif- 
cover'd, they were oblig'd to forfeit all. This.Ordi¬ 
nance met with great Approbation from moflPerfons 
but his other concerning Slaves had not fo general a 

Succefs: Whereas the Laws had difallow'd of Slaves 
being oblig’d by Torture to confefsany thing againft 

their own Mafters ; Auguftus therefore order'd, that 
when Neceffity requir’d it, fuch Slaves fhou'd be 
fold to himfelf, or the Publick, that their Property 
being alter'd,their Examination might be free. Tho 
this was difpleafing to many, yet Auguftus ftill grew 
more and more popular, by reafon of his great Gle 
mency and Compliance in many Cafes. Partial 
arly, when one of his Soldiers about this time de« 
fir'd him to undertake his Caufe, he immediately 
fent him an Advocate ; and that not fatisfying the 
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a 






Fellow, who boldly and bluntly told him. That he 

never fervd him by Vroxy^ h§ went himfelf and plead¬ 
ed 





I 



i 





1 




infomuch that Lucius the younger being at the The* 
acre, and hearing himfeif flatter'd there to a high 
Degree, very boldly demanded theConfulfhip for his 
Brother Cams , tho’ then but a Bov. This extream- 

^ J j 

ly diipleas'd Auguftus, notwithstanding the great Af¬ 
fection he bore to thefe Brothers, and with much 

Concern wifh’d, That never any fuch Necejfity might lie 
upon him as he found formerly , that the Con/uijlrip jhould 
he given to any under twenty years of Age* And when 

the Brothers were more urgent than ordinary, he 
gravely told'em. That this high Office was to he dif- 

chargd by a Man , and fuch as cou d take care that he 
him]elf offended net , and cou d rightly manage the extra¬ 
vagant Defires of the Feople. However hisTendernefs 

fo far prevail’d, that at length he gave the Prieffe 
hood to -Cains, and leave to go into the Senate, and 
to be prefent with Senators at Shows and Feafis. 
But fome'what to balance and curb their ambitious 

t 

Temper, he at the feme time created Tiberius , Tri¬ 
bune of the Feople for five Years, and gave him the 

Government of Armenia. Tiberius was notwithftand- 
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iy. All the Provinces of the Roman Empire were 

now in a profound Peace and Quiet, and as much as 
we know, all the Nations in the World were in the 


fame State 


and Augufi 


at prefent had but fmall 


Employment, befides his daily receiving thofe Ho¬ 
nours and Acknowledgments paid him by Foreign 
Nations, and by thegreateft Monarchs and Poten¬ 
tates upon Earth. At the fame time Tiberius at Rhodes 
growing weary of his five Years Retirement, pub- 
lickly declar’d, That he left Rome purely to avoid the 

Sufpicion of Envy between him and the two Brothers , Cai- 


ir’d, That he left Rome purely to avoid the 
Envy between him and the two Brothers , Cai¬ 


ns and Lucius ,• requefting the Emperor, That fince 

thofe Ob fades were now removd by their being arriv d at 
Man s Eft ate, and their being placd next to himfelf in Au¬ 
thority, he woid/lgrant him leave to return home f and vifit 


Bu 


his Friends. But the Favour was abfolutely deny’d 
him, and a Meffage was fent to bid him lay afide ad 

Care and Thoughts of his Friends, fince he had fio refolutely 

'deferted them . Thus he was oblig’d extreamly again!! 
his defire to continue at Rhodes; but to cover his Ig¬ 
nominy, his Mother the Emprefs with much Art and 


Difficulty, obtain’d that he fhou’d be there in Quali 


ty of Legatus from the Emperor. But inftead of ex- 
ercifmg that Office, hs'retir’d to the Middle of the 
Eland to avoid the Complements of fuch as fail’d 


Eland to avoid the Complements of fuch as fail’d 
byonly when C^wpafs’d that'Way, he crofs’d over 
to Chios, to clear himfelf from all Sufpicions, all the 
time (hewing himfelf very fubmiffive and refpecftfui 


to Him and his Attendants. After this he left off 
his ufual Riding, ancS other Martial Exercifes ,* and 
laying afide the Habit of his Country, reduc’d hun- 

leif to hlS Fallium and Creftivl/p.. fhiiQ rnnMnnino* fnr* 


After thi 


he left off 


oft two Y 


the Habit of his Country, reduc’d hsm- 
llium and Crept da , thus continuing for 
if ears. Tho’ he often fhew’d himfelf 


2 

h 


br 


* often fhew’d himfel 

* 

yet now his Viceshad fo open 


■* 


iy appear a among the innabicants of the Eland, that 
they daily more defpis’d and hated him; infomuch 

that the People of Nemaujus defac’d his fixtures and 
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always were diftinguifo’d by their Publick, as well as 
Private Houfes, He did one remarkable thing this 
Year,-as more peculiarly belonging to his Office of 
Tontifex Maximus , which was a further and compleat 
Reformation of the Roma?i Year. The third Interca- rhelafiRe•• 
lary Day,which had crept in by the Carelefnefs of the formation 

Roman Priefts, being fuperfluous, was omitted in the °f th \ L Ro< 

man ^w* 


Month of February ; but thenceforward, he comman¬ 
ded that one Day in the beginning of every fifth Year, 
flioifd be intercalated, according to the Inftitution 
of Julius Cafar ; and for the perpetual Obfervation 


5 


of this Order, he caus’d it to be engraven in Brafs. 
And from this Year, the Accounts of Time took 
their Rife, this Courfe being conftantly obferv’d 
till the change madefin the Calendar by Pope Gregory] 
1574 years after. But left the Roman Fairs which 
were held every ninth Day, fhould fall upon the Ka¬ 
lends of January , one Day was often added in the 
End of the preceding Year, over and above the Cu 

ftom 

that the whole Courfe might exa&ly agree with the 
former Inftitution of Julius Cafar, which was made 
about 47 Years before the laft Change. 

About this time, the People, whether out of Love 


> 


and taken away again the Year following. 


to the Emperor, or Refped to his Family, earneftly 
petition’d him to recall his Daughter Julia $ but he 

anfwer’d J em, That Fire and Water jhou d fconer meet, 

than they tvao. His Concern and Refentments in this 
Matter were fo great, that when he underftood that 


Thxbe , one of his Daughter’s Confidents, had bang’d 


her felf, he protefted openly. That he had rather have 


been Phoebe s Father , than Julia’s. Yet after five Years 
ftrid Confinement, they alrnoft compell’d him to 


permit her Removal from the Eland'into the Con 
ti'nent, but woo’d never wholly r e ft ore her * and when 


the People were more than ordinary urgent with him 

in a violent Paffion wifh’d, That 

How 


er 


in that Matt 

'they might have 
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conferred extraordinary Favours upon her 


Husband Tiberius, tho’ the People had affronted him 
for her fake: He firft made him Partner in his Tri- 
in el hip for five Years, and partly through the prevail 


bu 


ing Solicitations of Livid, and partly from the Hopes 
adapted ly he conceiv'd of his Vertues outweighing his Vices 


Tibehus 


3 > 

Augutius. as Si etonius thinks, he after that adopted him for his 




on. 
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Tacitus wou’d infmuate that he did this, becaufe 

e knew the Wickednefs of his Succeffor, wou'd 
make his Death more regretted, and his Reign more 
admir’d, but whatever were his Motives, he pubiick 
!y fwore before the People, That he adopted Tiberius, 
for the fiike of the Common-Wealthi His cautious Pro- 

^ \ji 

ceeding in this Matter, was very remarkable ,* for 
fir ft, to prevent any Inconveniencies that might be 
occafion’d by fuch an Advancement of Tiberius , he 
And Ger* caus’d him to adopt his Brother Drufus's Son Gerwam- 


man?c«s 
by Tiberi 
us. 


qis , a Youth of rare Vertues and amazing Excellent 
cies, tho’ at the fame time, Tiberius had a Son of his 
own ,• and in the fame Day, Auguftus likewife adopted 
'Agrippa Vofihumus , the only furviving Brother of Cai- 
us and Lucius . After Augufim had thus ftrengthen'd 
himfelf by the Adoption of Tiberius and Agrippa, he 
undertook a new Purgation and Modelling of the 


Senate, and again fhi&Iy examin'd into the Manu- 
m hit on of Slaves, and took care that his former 
Laws ihou’d be faithfully executed. At the fame 
time he generoufly recruited the Eftates and Fortunes 
of feveral young Men both of Senatorian and Equeftri - 

an Dignity, whofe Lives were promifmg. and had 


fallen into Decay, without any Crimes of theirs. 


In the 


fpira 


mean time a great 


C.X 



againft the Emperor was difeover’d 


and dangerous Con- 

and 


Cornelius China, Grandfon to Pompey by his Daughter 

was found to be the principal Perfon concern’d be 


* 


fides iorae others of the higheft Rank.' The Know- 
dge of this was a very leniibie Affii&ion to Au- 

and the mote, becaufe he knew not how to 



etermme 




* 
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that they themfelves were the Aggrejfori, who infiead of 
Dogs and Shepherds to fecure their Flocks, had appointed 
Wolves and Wild Beafis to devour 'em. 

Before this War was compleatly finifh’d, Augufius 
in the Winter return’d to Rome, where great Com¬ 
plaints were made to him concerning the too great 
Number of the unmarry'd Eqmtes, which in a great 
meafure proceeded from the Loofenefs of their Lives; 
This^ together with the fatal Example of it to others* 
appeared a Matter of fo dangerous a Gonfequence 
to this good Emperor* that he immediately fum- 
mon’d the whole Body of the Equefirian Order • 
where, in the Affembly, he order’d the Marry’d 
and Unmarry’d Perfons to be feparately plac’d s 
Then obferving the former to be much inferior to 
the latter in Number* after a high applauding of 
the Marry’d Sort, he told the other* That their Lives 

and ABions had been fo peculiar, that he knew not by 
what Name to call 'em * not by that of Men, for they per - 
form'd nothing that was Manly * not by that of Citizens$ 
for the City might per if3 notwit hfan ding their Care ; nor 
by that of Romans* for they defignd to extirpate the Ro® 

m&nName. Then proceeding to fhew his tender 
Care and hearty Affe&ion for his People, he further 

told ’em. That their Courfe of Life was of fuch pernicious 
Conference to the Glory and Grandeur of the Roman Na¬ 
tion, that he coud not cbufe but tell 'em. That all other 
Crimes put together, coud not equalize theirs: For they 
were guilty of Murder, in not fujfering thofe to be born, 
which foud proceed from 'em * of Impiety, in caujing the 
Names and Honours of their An c eft or $ to ceafe ; and of 

Sacrilege , in deftroying their Kind, which proceed from the 
Immortal Gods; and Human Nature, the principal Thing 
confccrated to 'em . . Therefore, in thisrefpeB they dijjolvd 
the Government, in difob eying its Laws; betray d their 
Country, by^ making it Barren and Wafie ; nay, and de- 

. And 
kind of 

Virtue 
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German* by their Induftry and Stratagems eafily found 
means to draw him into their Country* through 
Woods and Marfhes in feparate Bodies* which caus’d 
the lofs of his Life* and the entire deftrudion of 


three compleat Leg 
Cohorts: an 


3 


with as many AU, and fix 


ans 


y 


Overthrow the greateft that the Romans 
receiv’d fince that of CraJJus againft the Farthi~ 

above 60 Years before. Thefe were the heft and 


choiceft Le 


of the whole Empire, either for 


Valour* Difcipline* or Experience $ fo that the News 
of this Lofs at Rome * together with the defencelefs 

State oi Italy againft the Gauls and Germans * put the 
City into a great Confternation* Guards being fet 
in all Places to prevent Tumults and Difturbances. 
This was fuch a fenfible Affii&ion to the good Old 
Emperor, that he let his Beard and Hair grow for 


fever&l Months 


and 


A i'll iVAUlALUa * CUJU*<13 lUSHy WlltC* UAU 

very difturb’d and diforderly manner* knock his 


did fomecimes 


Head againft the Wall 
Varus! He vow’d the great Games to Jupiter * when 


crying* Refiore the Legions * 


he recover’d the Commonwealth 


had been done 

and 


formerly in the Wars of the Cimbri and Marfi; 
he yearly obferv’d the Day of this Defeat as a Day 


of Mourning. Upon Intelligence* fhortly after* that 

pafs’d the Rbine > as was ex 


the Germans had 


peded 


s 


made any great Advantage of their Vi 


dory* the Peoples Fears were much abated 


how 


ever Augufius was ftill very diligent in raifing what 
Men hecou’d procure* which he fuddenly difpatch’d 
away under the Command of ‘Tiberius into Germany* 
Tiberius invaded Germany with much Vigour* toge¬ 
ther with Germanicus * who had the Power of Pro 
conful 

Parts 


3 


: They made great Devaluations in many 

but fubdu d no Nation* nor fought any Battel* 
keeping chiefly about the Rhine 3 and prudently a- 
voiding thofe falfe fteps which ruin’d Varus. In the 


matter end of the Year they return’d to Rome 
which time Young Drufus , the 1 Son of Tib 


at 


* was 

made 
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made J^ueeftor, and fixteen Frretors were created at 
this time, tho’ for many Years following there were 
but twelve. Some Difturb&nces being now rais’d by 

Augurs and Fortune-Tellers, Auguftus wifely forbad 
all fuch Perfons to ufe any publick or private 
di&ions concerning the Death of any Man ,* not 
that he was any way apprehenfive himfelf, for he 
publickly expos’d the Scheme of the Heaven under 
which he was fuppos’d to have been born. He alfo 
commanded. That none fliould give Publick Ho 


D 


Mu 


re 


nours to Governors of Pro\ ! 
of their Adminiftration, : 


ces, during the Time 
within fixty Days after 
their Departure ,* becaufe by reafon of the Honours 
and Applanfes they receiv’d there, |hey often carry’d 
themfelves hautily, and afted injurioufly to the 


Publick. Fie fhew'd more than ordinary Kindnefs 
and Favour to Gemanicus , who, according to his 
high Merits, was Ihortly after made Conful with 

C. Capto ; and now Auguftus being grown ancient, 
in the 74 th Year of his Age, he by Writing recom¬ 
mended Germmicm to the Senate, and the Senate to 
Tiberius . He deiir’d the Senate, That they woiid no 


9 


longer falute him at the Falace , according to their Cufton 
nor take it amifs if for the future he coiid not fublickly 
converfe with 'em as formerly . From this time Tiberius 

was join’d in the Government of the Provinces with 

and inverted with almoft the fame Autho- 


Auguft 


y 


y 


or 


rity: Yet after this Auguftus did no ways throw off 
the Care and Concern of the Commonwealth 
give himfelf up to his Eafe, but by many wife and 
vertuous A&ions, fhew’d himfelf ftili a hearty and 
zealous Lover of his People, and a true and affe&i 
onate Father of his Country. 

The Year following the Confulfhip of Germanicus 
Auguftus 7 s fourth Ten Years being expir’d, he with 


y 


much Unwillingnefs took upon him 
ment for Ten longer,* but transferr’d 
of his perpetual Tribune-Mp upon Tibe\ 




Govern 
Authority 
and like- 

wife 


47 
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Cheeks to be fmooth’d up, as an After Upon the 
Stage, he ask'd his Friends,. Whether he had playd his 
Tart well ? And upon their anfwering, Yes, he cry’d, 

Thudite ! and fo expir’d in the Embraces of his be- Yk Death 

4 . ^ * 


lov’d Wife Llvla 


age, 


and Fa few eh 


bidding her 


their Marrh °f Augu 

itus. 


Such was the End of the Great Augufui, who dy’d 
almoft In the 7 6th Year of his Age, to the unexpref- 
fiSle Grief of the whole City, and Empire J hisDedtli 
being promoted, as fome believe, by the exquiftte 


Contrivances of Llvla, who, by reafon of a late pri¬ 
vate Vifit to his Banilh’d Grandfon Agrippa, much 
fear’d the Difinherfting of her Son Tiberius. To draw 
his Charafterin fhort. He was a Perfonof the high- 


eft Learning and Eloquence, and the molt amafing 
Wifdom and Sagacity ; and tho’ he cannot be faid 
to have had fo large a Soul, and fo vafta Genius as his 
Great Uncle Julius Coe far, yet he had as Generous 
% Temper,, a Mind as penetrating, and certainly a 


a Temper, a 

more regular 


S 


Love of Women 


pint 


as penetrating, and certainly a 

. His principal Vices were his 
and his Cruelty and fallacious 


Aftions in the fecond Triumvirate ; in the former he 
was hot very excellive, except in relation to his own 
Wife Llvla ; and the latter proceeded not from his 
Nature and Temper, but were purely the effefts of 
his exquifite Policy: However, his innumerable Afts 
of Wifdom and Virtue afterwards, fufficiendy wip’d 
away thofe Blots and Imperfeftions ,* and never any 

Prince, in what Age foever, was more univerfally 
honour’d and efteenfd by the greateft Potentates 
upon Earth, nor more truly belov’d and ador’d by 
his own Subjefts. He was almoft Matchlefs in his 
Government, yet confidering the many Misfortunes 
of his Life, it’s hard to judge whether he was more^ 
happy than miferable. He is moil properly call’d 


his own Subjefts. 


happy than miferable. He is molt properly call’d 
the Founder and Former of the Roman Empire, as 
Julius Ctefar is faid to have mark’d it out, having 

Reign’d almoft 41 Years, from the full Eftablilh- 


% • 


F 


• » 
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meat of his Authority by the Senate and People, 
and 44 from the Death of his Rival Anthony, or ra¬ 
ther from the Battel of Attium, from which time 
many will have his Reign to commence* as fome 
will have it from the Death of Julius Cafar * which 
makes his Reign 57 Years* according to that Ac¬ 
count, He dy’d in the 767^ Year of the City, the 
fecond of the 198^ Olympiad, and the iph Year of 
our Saviour Chrifi, leaving Rome in a State flourilh- 
ing beyond all other Cities in the World, 
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now murder’d by order of Tiberius , with this Report 

made. That it was done by the particular Appointment of 
Attguftus, who had given Charge to the Centurion that 
guarded him , to difpatch him upon the firft Intelligence of 

his Death . And Tiberius , the better to fupporc this 
Story, when the Centurion gave him an Account, 

That he had perform'd his Commands , immediately an- 
fwer’d him. That he had given him no [mb Command , and 

that he jhoud an fiver it before the Senate• 


Crifp 


m 


Salln 

ft ins 3 who was acquainted with the greateft Secrets 

this, and fearing his own 

no means to 


of Tiberius y hearing of 
Danger, immediately advis’d Li via 

divulge the Secrets of her Houfe s the Counfel of Friends, and 
the Services of Soldiers; and that Tiberius jhoud beware 



of weakening and diminijhing the Sovereign Authority , 
referring all Things to the Senate ,* the Nature of abfohite 



Tower being fuch as coud not be prefirv d entire but in 

By which means the whole Matter was 


one 


alone. 


hufh’d and pafs’d over without any further Noife or 
Enquiry about it. 

In the mean time the Body of Auguftus was born 
the principal Men of the feveral Cities from 
Nola to Rome, where it was receiv’d in a folemn and 
pompous Manner by the Equites , and brought into 
the City by Night. The Day following the Senate 



were affembled 



vertue of Tiberius s Tribunitlal 


Power, to which Affembly the Senators came only 

ijm their Equeftrian Habit, and the Magiftratesin their 
Senatorian y except the Vratexta. Tiberius and his Son 
Drufus both appear’d in deep Mourning, and offer’d 
Incenfe at their coming, omitting the ufual Cere¬ 
mony of Trumpeters. The Senators being feated 
in their ufual Places, and the Confuls at this time 
below’em. Tiberius began a confolatory Oration to 
’em, but fbddenly (lopp’d in the beginning of his 
Speech, as unable to reftrain the Violence of his Sor¬ 
row, and with a profound Sigh wifh’d. That not only 

nd at the fame 


his Voice , but his Life -might fail him | 


a 
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time gave his Notes to his Son Drufus to read ’em out 

After which Polybius, one of AuguftussVv aaA A/la ~ 


d-Men 

in the Senate-Houfe, where 


pubiickly read his Will 
in he made Tiberius and Livin' his Heirs; and by that 


Livia was likewife adopted into the Julian Family* 
and intituled by the Name of Augufia. His Will be¬ 
gan in this term, Whereas my Sons Caius and Lucius 

have been unfortunately taken from me , I do hereby nomi 

pate Tiberius to be my SuccejJ'or, 


&c. 


Which Preface 

made mod conclude, that his choice of Tiberim was 

He 


more the Effects of Necefiuy than Freedom, 
gave con fide rable Legacies to many Private Perfons, 
to thofe of the Tratorian Guards, to the Legionary 
Soldiers, and to all the Inhabitants of Rome , He 
was very bountiful to the Children of many, but 
wou’d not reftore his Daughter Julia, Wife to Tibe¬ 
rius ; but particularly forbad her being bury’d in his 
Sepulchre, notwithstanding he left her a Legacy in 
his Will. 

his were produc’d at this 


Befides his Will, four other Writings of 


time : In one he had left 
LnftrudHons concerning his Funeral: In another, an 
Enumeration was made of hisfeveral Exploits, which 
was to be cut in Tables of Brafs, and plac’d before 
his Monument. The third Writing contain’d, an 
Account of the Provinces, Forces, and Revenues of 
the Empire, with the Mixes, Arrears, State of the 
Treafury,with other Matters belonging to the Pub- 
lick. In the fourth he.gave many wife Inftruddons 
and Directions to Tiberius and the Commonwealth ; 
Amnong other Things there, it was his Opinion 


% 


That they ought carefully to endeavour the committing the 

Government to Ferfcns befl qualify dfor it , and not to al 
low too much Authority to one Man, lefi he jhoud turn Ty 

rant, or his Rum endanger theGommonwealth, He like 
wife charg d cm, to be fathfy d with 

tune^ and not to defire the Enlargement of the Empire’s 

being difficult to keep what they had al - 
hey WlU d probably, by endeavouring to 



j weir 



Bounds: 
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hr 


roody gain d y 


* 
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t 



tain 


* 



tam wore , lofe what they now pcffiff d» After this fol¬ 
low’d his Funeral, which was folemniz’d with ex¬ 
traordinary Pomp and Magnificence, Tiberim, himfelf 
making his Funeral Oration, which he did with fuch 
Eloquence and Artifice, as fuiced both the Greatnefs 
of his Parts, and the Depth of his Defigns. It was 
decreed, that Women fh.ould mourn for him a whole 
Year ; Temples were ere&ed to him, Divine Ho¬ 
nours allow'd him, and a Sum of Money given by 
IJvu to Numerics Atticm , a Senator, as Dion relates 
it, for having fworn that he faw him afcending in¬ 
to Heaven, as Vrodus anciently had faid of Romulus , 



The People of Rome at this time began to raife 
various Difcourfes, and feveral had great 
tions of their ancient Liberties ; but now the Confab, 
Senators , and Elites, ran headlong into Servitude, as 
Tacitus writes ; and that Complaifance and juft 



neem they had for the Perfon of Augufius , was 

ncw r degenerated into bafeFawnings and vile Flat¬ 
teries to Tiberius. All Suits and Petitions were now 


made 


to him 


3 


and being offer’d the Government 


in the Senate, tho’ he had already fecur'd it to him 


felf, he 


with 


much Artifice began to difcourfeof 

the Greatnefs of the Reman Empire, and in modeft 

Terms of his own Inefficiency, thought the Care 


and Wifdom of Augliflus only capable of fo weighty a 


Charge : That himfelf being advanc'd by Align ft us as 


an /ijfociate and Fortner in the State 


3 



a 




fafy dent 


Proofs learnt the Difficulties , Contingencies, and Dangers 
inf far ably annex d to Rule and Sovereignly: And fame the 
City was fa happily replenifad with great Numbers of 


t 



fnous and worthy Ferjbns , it were highly more advantage¬ 
ous, that many by joining their Cares and Counfds, fa c a id 
undertake this Charge, than to lay the whole Burden upon 

one Man . After which he expreft himfelf in more 
doubtful and ambiguous Terms than before, till the 
whole Body of the Senators, in the molt low and 
humble manner imaginable, beggd of him to ac¬ 
cept 
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»un j Tiberius more briskly attack’d his Modefty, by 
offering him the Confulfhip once more, which he 

(hou’d execute in Perfon. Germanicus now thought 

he coud not with Decency any longer wkhftand 

thefe preffing Importunities, and finding the Seafoa 
very far advanc'd, he made no longer flay in Ger¬ 
many * tho’ he was well fatisfy’d that thefe were all 
but colourable Pretences, and the Effe&s of Envy* 
to draw him from the Glory he had already obtain’d. 

Before his Arrival at Rome, upon the account of his 
Victories, a Temple was built to Fortune , in the Gar¬ 
dens which Julius Cafar had given to Rome • and 
likewife a Chappel dedicated to the Julian Family, 

with a fair Image ere&ed to Augufhts.. 

In the beginning of the following Year* Germani - Germani¬ 
cs return’d to Rome, and being met many Miles cus ’* 2ri * 
with infinite Throngs of People, he triumph’d, and um ^' 
after a very Magnificent Manner j an Honour now 
more uncommon than formerly. The extraordinary 
Gracefulnefs of his Perfon and Carriage, and his 
Triumphal Chariot ioaden with five of his Children 
mo ft beautifully adorn’d, added much to the Pomp 
and Splendor,* and the joy was the more univerfal, 
both becaufe of his being foextreamly belov’d, and 
becaufe of his Recovering the Enfigns and Standards 
loft by Varus, which had been a moft mortifying 
Bifgrace to the Ro^wNation. Tiberius, in the Name 
of Germanicus, gave to all the People 300 Sefterces 
each Man, and the fncceeding Year made him his 
Collegue in his Confuljhip. Yet thefe Favours did not 
throughly fatisfie the People, who now perceiv’d 
fome Signs of Tiberius % Envy towards Germanicus : 

And at this time his envious and treacherous Difpo~ 
fition, began todifeoverit felf in fome few Inftances; 
particularly as to Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, whom 

he malicioufly remember’d, for not (hewing any 
Duty to him when he continu’d at Rhodes, many 

Years before. For which reafon, after he had allur'd 

him 
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rufus 

yfond. 
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Sifter to Germania#, and by many Pretences of 


moft 


Pafflon for her, he enjoy’d her 


5 


after 


which he put her in great hopes'of Marriage 
Partnerfhip ; in the Empire^ ifjhe would he 
Murdering her Husband. All which was eafily 
by the Means of Lygdusm Eunuch 





and a flow work 

4 

ing Foyfon, which Was chofen p make his Death 
appear to be thVEffe&s of feme cafual piftempen 
Great Murmiiringsarofe in Rome upon this Account^ 

tho the greatefi: Part of the People were not much 

d, having now Hopes that Germanicms Chil 


dren fliould fucceed in the Empire, whom they high 


. 21 - 
great 



efpeded and efteem’d for their Father's fake 
berms fhew’d much Concern at firft, but in a 
meafure laying aflde the Care for him, or the Pub 
lick, he unexpectedly fhorten’d the Vacation upon 

Occasion ; and fhew’d fo little Refpedf to hiro 


c • 


that when the Ambaffadors from Troy or IS turn came 
fomewhat late with their Complements of Condolen- 

by, he told 'em in Deriflon, That he alfo coud not but 

lament their Misfortunes, in having loft fo brave and t 

minent a Citizen as Hedor. Drufuss Death happen'd 

ninth Year of Tiberius's Reign • in which and 



A 



the following Year, the War with Tacfarinus in Afrit 

was renew’d, and concluded by Tub. Dolabelia.mth 


N 


the Death of Tacfarirsus himfelf. DoUbella petition¬ 
ing fof the Honour of Triumph, Tiberius deny’d it 
him; left the Glory of his Uncle Blafus before him 


a 


ihou'd be obfeur’d thereby • but gav 
Who had perform’d nothing to deferve 


Sej 


2 


9 


Tiberius s Ten Year’s Government being now ex¬ 
pir’d, be took upon hirivthe Imperial Authority for 
Ten Years longer, without receiving it from the Se¬ 


nate and People, as Augufius had done for five Time 
fueceffiyely j after which, by Tiberius’s Means, it be 


s 


came only a pompous Ceremony, and none of thofe 
Ends preferv’d for which it was firft defign’d, And 

now the State and Empire began to 


oe 


an 
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and for 

making Way for fo hopeful a Succeffor as Cams 

who was Highly belov’d and refpe&ed 




oii 



Father Getmdnictis 
and his Family. 
fenum, where Tiberius dy’d, infinite Numbers of the 
principal Men of Rome , went out t6 entertain him 
upon the Way, with extraordinary Rejoycings and 
Congratulations, ftotwithftanding he came mourn¬ 
ing with the dead Body of Tiberius, which the Soldi 
ers * 


a 



i|om of that Time. 




Entrance into Rome 
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that nnp 




he 


had no Ears for Injormers. 



Will and Tefiamen 
the Senate 
Tiberius 5 ybz he caus 5 


/ 




one 





; and to make Young 






made 


He made good 




reftord fome Princes 






partial 


any to Antiochus$ King of Comagena^ to whom he 

return d almoft a Million of our Money. And that 

* 

he 


* 
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IV. 


Fellow*Priefts with him ; and becaufe he would be 


a real Jupiter, he had Inventions to imitate Thun? 
der and Lightning, frequently defying Jupiter, 


in 


Homers Speech, Do you take me from hence , or TU take 

you., As he accounted himfelf a God, he fometimes 
went out in a full Moon, and courted and made 
Love to her, as if fhe had been a fair Lady, invi¬ 
ting her to his Bed, Totafte of the Pleafure of his'Em¬ 
braces. He often went to the Temple of Jupiter 
and joyning himfelf to the Image, whifper’d to it 
(then laid his Ear to that for the receiving an Anfwer 
fometimes feeming very angry, and threatning, To 
fend it packing to Greece ,• and afterwards to be paci¬ 
fic, being contented that they two jhoud dwell friendly 


9 


7 > 

9 


ly together 


And 


this Manner he proceeded to 




thoufand monftrous Abfurdiries, as well as abomina¬ 
ble Impieties. 

On the other fide, this Prince who prefumed to 
difplace the immortal Gods, and to make himfelf 
one, cou’d not avoid envying and grieving,at the 
Honours and Felicities of Mortal Men. He batter’d 

• l 

and defac’d the Images and Statues of many illuftri- 
ous Perfons ,• and fo much hated the Memory of his 
Grandfather Agrippa,' that rather than be thought 
of his Extraction, he publifh’d, That his Mother was 

conceiv'd by the Incejl between Auguftus and his Daughter 

Julia: And being not fatisfi’d with this unjuft Afper- 
fion upon Auguftus , he forbad the Celebration of the 
Feftivals, infticuted in Commemoration of his Vi¬ 
ctories in Sicily, and at Allium, condemning them as 
pernicious to the Common-Wealth. He us’d all en 
deavours to bring the Poem of Virgil , and the Hifto 
ry of Livy into Difgrace,- the former he faid had no 

the latter was Verbofe and Negligent, ordering his 


> 


Statues to be remov’d from the Libraries in Rome 

and he faid, Seneca was all Sand without Lime, cerj 

faring in like Manner the fublimeft Wits in Rome . 
Befides which, he took from many Patricians and 

Noble? 
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to whom l pleafe. An Eminent Citizen, who for an 
Indifpofition had got leave to retire into the Me 

of Anticyra, defiling to have his Stay prolong’d, he 


was fo far from obtaining his Petition* that Caligula 
commanded him to be {lain : addins withah That 


• / 


Blood-letting mu ft of neceffity do him goody who had taken 

Hellebore fo long, without Succefs . He took delight to 

kill Men with flow and reiterated Strokes^ that ac¬ 
cording to his ufual Expreffion, they might feel them- 

executing a wrong Perfon by 



es 


die 


and 


miftake, upon finding his Error* he faid, *Twa$. well 

done 3 he defers/d it as much as the other 


In fhort,. fo 

* # 


unlimited and boundlels was his Inhumanity* that 

« ' J W 1 

he often made ufe of that impious Expreffion, Ode- 


dim metuanty Let them hate 


> 


as 


long 


they ft 


* 


and to add to the natural Fiercenefs of his Counte 

• , 1 • 4 * 

nance, he often view’d himfelf in his Glafs to con- 
fider what. Looks wou d make him moft terrible to 
his Subiedis. Whenever he kifsd his Wife or Mi 

* * . / t , . '■■ • i i r 

itrefs, he generally laid his Hand upon their Necks 

ufing this Sentence, As fmooth and as lovely as it is , 

take it off when Ipleafe ; and he many times pro 


% 



tefted, That he would rack Cssfonia to difcover what 


made him love her fo paffionapely. All his Sayings Had 

the genuine Marks of Tyranny and unlimited Pow 


er ; and particularly be declar’d, That he woud fo efta- 

hlijh the State , . that , the Lawyers flmuld have nothing to 
plead hut what he thought Juft and Equitable* And that 

he might {he w himfelf a real Monfter, as well as a 
true Tyrant, he us’d frequently to complain of the 

unhappinefs of his Reign, becaufe not ajftiffed with any 



confiderable Calamity to make it remarkable ; 

That the Reign of Augufius was memorable for the Over 
throw of Varus $ That of Tiberius for the Fall of the 


# 


great Amphitheatre at Fiden#, but fucb was his unfortU 
nate Trofperity } that he was in great danger of being f 

gotten ; Infomuch that he many times wifh’d for the 

_ t. * » J »• 

Deftra&ion of foms of his Armies, Famine 


Pefti 



fence* 



r 



was 


/ 
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to them,, highly extolling their renown'd Exploits 
and Atchievements, commanding alfo a ridiculous 
Biftribution of Money to be made amongft them„ 
and bidding them Rejojcc and be Rich . In Memory 
of this great Victory, he caus’d a lofty Tower to be 
ere died by the Sea-fide ^ and order’d the Galleys in 
which he had put out to Sea, to be convey’d to 
Rome, and for the molt part by Land. 

At his Return towards Roms, and Entrance into 
Gaul, he fent Meffengers before him to prepare a 
mod folemn Triumph for his Conquefts, carrying 
with him fome few Prifoners, and Barbarian Fugi 
tives for that purpofe ; and for the greater Pomp, he 


9 


9 


took with him the principal of the GalUck Nobility 
compelling them to difcolour their Faces and Hair 
to learn the German Language, and to take upon 

them their barbarous Names. But before his Depar¬ 
ture from this Province, thisTyrant enter’d upon the 
moft impious and bloody Delign that was ever re¬ 
member'd ; which was to murder all thofe Legions 
which had formerly Mutined under his FatherG^r^- 
fticus, when he was a young Child In the Camp ; and 
after all poiEble Perfwafions againft this notorious 
Barbarity, hecou’d not be diverted from a RefolutD 
on of killing every tenth Man: in which he perfifted 
fo obftinately, that he immediately call’d them toge¬ 
ther without their Arms, as to an Harangue, and 


caus'd them to be fur rounded by a Prong Body of 
Horie, in order to this abominable Defign. But obfer- 

re fufps&ed, and that ma- 


vmg that his Intentions 


we 


ny of them dipt away to recover their Arms, in cafe 


of any Violence, he fuddenly fled out of the Affem 


bly, and went immediately towards Rome, turning all 


thoughts again ft die Senate, 


n p. rf 


threatning to re 


vengc.on them the Ignominious Reports that were 
rais’d of him $ complaining, amondt 


other things 


1. bat by their Faults he was defrauded ofhislriumfh : Tho 

e had lately forbad them, upon pain of Death, to 
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concern themfelves with any of his Honours. Being 

met on the way by Ambaffadors from that venerable 
Affembly, with their humble Requeft to him to 
come and partake of the Honours defign’d for him, 
he laid his Hand upon his Sword, faying, I will come 3 
and bring this along with me : And alfo by an Edidl he 
declar'd. That he woudreturn y but it jhotid be only to the 


Gentry and Commons 


as to the Senate 


he 


wou 


*d be 


nei 


ther a Prince nor Citizen for the future : and forbad any 


of the Senators to meet him. In this Manner, either 
quite omitting hisTriumph, or deferringit to another 
Time, he contented himfelf to enter the City by 
way of Ovation j on his BirtlvDay, without any fur¬ 
ther Ceremony. But about the fame time the Se¬ 
nate found a remarkable Occafion of Reconciliati¬ 
on, by means of Protogenes, one of his bloodieft Exe¬ 
cutioners ; who coming into the Houfe, wasfaluted 


and fawn'd upon by all the Senate 


and more parti 


cularly by Scribonius Froculus . Whereupon Protogenes, 
with a fierce Countenance reply’d, Why doyoufalute 
me, you that fo hate my Mafter the Emperor ? Upon which 

Words the reft of the Senators immediately feiz’d 

upon Proculm , and violently tore him in Pieces * 

which Piece of Service fo well fuiied with the Ty¬ 
rant’s prodigious Humour, that he was pleas’d to de¬ 


clare 


e. That the Senate bad now retrain d his Favour. 

s} W 


Continuing in P,ome, Caligula proceeded in his 


former Cruelti 


Cx 


after a more barbarous Manner 


than ever • and being incens’d with the Ci 


he 


us’d this execrable V/ilh, 0 that the Roman People h 

but one Neck, that I might di[patch \m all at .a Blow. 

And when the People petition’d him 3t tiiC Theat 


t\ f 

ft * f 


for an Eafi 


Ui 


of their Tax 


anded hi 




Guards to fet upon them, and put great Number 




of them to the 
Court to Antium 


Sword 


H 




Pi r ft 


deftroy 


and then to AI 
Principal of 


defign d to remove his 

V 


'V A,* 
✓ 


andria , refolving 
;S Senatorial, and 


Equefriatt Rank 


as 


r) 


il 01 the Senatorial, and 

d from two Books found 

* 

m 
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tain Baths not far difiant. There Chareas repair’d to 


h rt '-' 


.1 a 


his li & o c i. a x e s , a n a i n o r t 


ana 


on A fi¬ 


tly aft 




r 



meeting with Calign 


feme Re(pWt to him, he gave 

him a mortal Wound, crying out, lyrant, think upon 

and immediately the reft of the Confpirators 


i h j s : 

1 31 


ruih'd in, and difpardVd him with thirty Wounds 

fnr d "ClkA 0/^0 S' I'M 7 * f** SV /A 1 *E f» T "/ fsx — * i. /2J7? . . 


J 


ie lor iorne fpace crying cut, That he was ft ill alive. 
This was the miferuble End of Cains Caligula , the 
fourth Emperor of Rome, in the 29 th Year of his 


Age, after a fit or t Reign of three Years, ten Months, 
and eight Days j a Perfon commendable only for his 

a r *| -* fT* ) # *> >«i rt /> d m ^ 


{h a 


rp \Vitand Eloquence, and io monftroufly Wick 


4SS* 


ed, that truly laid of him, That Nairn c feemd 


to have broupht him forth , [heiv what was poftib 


* • * ^ ^ i .* us in*? j wf 1 tj j 1 // j u c //>• a/;■ ^ .1 // v 1 j ; t'/ £ c 10 C/& 

pr seinedfrom the great eft l' r ijdoiifmfs i fay fort eel by the great* 
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^ Authority. His prodigious Enormities juftly pull’d 
down Heaven’s Vengeance upon the Head of him and 
his Family: For he himfelf not only fell by the Hands 
of his own Friends and Subjects, and had his Body 
left half burnt upon a poor Pile ere&ed privately and 
in hafte ; but alfo his Wife Cefmia, whom he lov’d 
to Madnefs, was at the fame time ftabb’d by a Cen- 
turian ,• and his only Daughter, an Infant in the 
Cradle, had her Brains dafli’d out againft a Wall* 
with Defign to extirpate the whole Race of a Tyrant* 

who had made himfelf fo infupportably odious to all 

Mankind. His Money was alfo melted down by 


Decree of Senate $ that, if ; t were poffible, both his 


Name and Feature might be forgotten by future A 
ges 




He dy’d in the 794*6 Year of the City, 42 
after our Saviour's Nativity, and 9 after his CrucW 
fixion : In whofe ftiort Reign, the Name and Faith 
of Jefus Chrifk was preach’d in a confiderable Part 
of the World by the Holy Apoftles and many others 
St. Matthew writing his firft Gofpel, and the Belie 
vers of Chrift obtaining the Name of Chrlfiians • 
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fixth Month* fending before him Pompey and Salanus 
his Sons in Law* with the News of his Victories 
Great Rejoicings were made at Rome for the Con- 
queft of this fmall Part of Britain * and every Per 
fon's Mouth was fill'd with the Praifes of Claudius . 
the Senate in honour to him* decreeing not only a 
fplended Triumph* butalfo Yearly Games* and Tri¬ 
umphal Arches* both at Rome and Gefforiacum in Gaul 
the Place where he took Shipping. Claudius made his 
Triumph in Rome with great Splendor and Magnifi¬ 
cence *• and that the Spedacle might be more glori¬ 
ous by the Confluence of People* he not only gave 
leave to the Governors of Provinces to be prefent at 
it* but permitted feveral banifh'd Perfons to return 

home, on purpofe to behold it. In the Solemnity, 
his Emprefs MeJJalina follow'd him in a diftant Cha¬ 
riot* magnificently adorn'd*- and he himfelf mounted 
the Steps of the Capitol on his Knees* being fupported 
on each fide by his two Sons in-Law. Among the 
Spoils of his Enemies* he plac'd a Naval Crown of 
Gold hard by the Civick Crown, over the Gate of 
the Imperial Palace, in token of his Victory over the 
Britijh Sea* when he crofs'd it ; and for the fame 
Reafon he order'd his Son Germanicus * whom he had 
by Meffalina * fhou'd be hereafter call'd Britannicus> the 
Name which was given to himfelf but juft before. 
In the mean time Plantius carried on the War in Bri¬ 
tain with that Succefs, that Claudius decreed him an 
Ovation* and when he enter'd Rome, he himfelf met 
him* giving him the Right-hand all the way. Vefpa* 
fian 3 partly under Claudius * and partly under ?lantim 5 

fought thirty Battels with the Enemy* according to 

Suetonius *• alfo fubdu’d two mighty Nations* and 

above twenty Towns* together with the Xfie of VeUls 
or Wight. For which Exploits he obtain'd Trium¬ 
phal Ornaments* and within a fhort fpace two Sa¬ 
cerdotal Dignities, with the Confulfhip* which he 

had the two laft Months of the Year, Under him 

ferv'd 
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pire. But as Camillas* Pretences had no Foundations 
and his ambitious Defigns manifeftly appearing to the 
Legions, they foon repented of their Choice, and de- 
ftroy’d him five Days after, by reafon of fome re¬ 
markable Prodigies which had terrifi’d 'em, as fome 
Authors write. And thus was Claudius deliver’d from 
this Danger, bur not from Fear and Jealoufie ,* for he 
liv’d ever after in Difquiets and Sufpicions, infomuch 
that being one Day in the Temple offering his Sacri- 


Hii 


flees, and by chance finding a Sword which had 


been left thereby accident, he with greatTrembling 
and Confufion, immediately caus’d the Senate to be 
affembled, and with Fear told the Fathers, That he 


Was a Man themofl unfortunate and miferable of all others 9 
and that he coud be ajjur d at no Time or Flace , but ivas 

continually in Danger; and for many Days together h£ 
retir’d, and itirr’d not abroad. After this, he never 
durft go to any Feaft without his Guards about him 
waiting with their Lances at the Table inftead of o 


3 


ther Servants 


2 


wou’d he vifit any fick Perfon, till 


the Chamber was ftri&ly fearch’d to the very Bolfter 


of the Bed. He fuffer’d no M 


come near him 


upon the account of Salutation, or ocherwife, before 
his Searchers had been with him, who fpared none,; 
and fomecimes were very rude and fevere in their 
Scrutiny, and that to Women as well as Men. 


But MeJJalina, with 


Favourites and Confede 


rates, made a more profitable Ufe of the Emperor’s 
Fears and Sufpicions, taking an Occafion from them 
to put many Ferfons to Death, and to Confifcate their 


Goods, alledging, That they 


guilty of fojne of the 


late Confftracks and Rebellions ; all which was effe&ed 

inamoft bloody and barbarous manner, many being 
Condemn’d and Executed without Proof orTrial, and 
other guilty Perfons clear’d, by means of Bribes and 
Gifts: And tho’ for the molt Part Claudius was groily 
abus’d and impos’d upon bv thofe he moft truft 

ed 


3 


yet ftill the World believ’d him moft guilty and 

cenfur’cl 
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and Confirmation, that he oftentimes ask’d, Whether 

he was fill Sovereign of the Empire or not ? and was as 

cautious in his Preparations for their Punifhment, 
as if he were to engage fome dangerous Enemy. 

In the mean time Mejfalina 9 never more loofe and 
diffolute in her iafcivious Frolicks and Debaucheries, 
celebrated with her Lover the Jovial Feaftsof Bacchus s 
in the time of Vintage ; the fwelling Grapes were 
prefs’d, the VeiFels flow’d with delicious Wines, Wo¬ 
men, girt with Skins, danc’d about like Buchanals 
at their Sacrifices ; her felf with her Hair, loofly 
dancing in the Air, (baking a Javelin finely wrap d 
about with Vine Leaves; and Silius hard by, his Body 
cover'd with Ivy, and his Legs with Buskins, with a 
Ihamelefs Company of Singers and Dancers j all ex- 
preffingtheutmoft Mirth and Jollity which the Heat 
and Extravagance of Humour cou’d produce. In 
the midft of it one Valens , an Idiot, is faid to have 
climb’d a Tree, and being demanded What he faw 

there , anfwer’d, A cruel Storm coming from Oftia, 

which caft a hidden Coldnefs and Damp upon the 
Minds of the Company. Shortly after which they 
receiv’d Intelligence, that the Emperor had made a 
full Difcovery of the whole Matter, and was coming 
to take his Revenge. All retir’d with great Confufion 
to feveral Places, and Mejfalina to the Gardens be* 
longing formerly to Lucullus y from whence fhe fent 
her Son and Daughter, Britannicus and Oblavia y to 

meet the Emperor, and implore his Mercy, imme¬ 
diately after following them her felf; but in vain, 
fmceNarciJfusznd her other Accufers fo diverted Clan - 
dint, that he cou’d not attend to her Defence. Silius, 
and many other of her adulterous Companions were 
immediately fecur’d, and fhortly after receiv’d the 
juft Reward of their Villanies, among which fome 
were Senators and fome were Players. All which 

time Mejfalina in Luculluss Gardens endeavour’d by 

slfpoffible Methods to prolong her wretched Life.* 

fome' 




ometimes ufing Prayers and Supplications, and other 
:imes fhewing no lefs Rage and Anger; and had not 
Narcfflas haften’d her Death, {he had probably turn’d 
:he Mifchief upon her Accufers Heads: For the 
Emperor having return'd from the Executions, and 
allay’d his Choler in a Banquet, began to relent, de¬ 
ferring her Punifhment till after fhe had made her 
Defence. Which being miderftood, NarciJJus rufh’d 
out, and order’d the Centurions and Tribunes juft 
by to execute her immediately, according to the 

Emperor’s Commands ,* who haft’ning to the Gar¬ 
dens, found her extended on the Earth, wirh her 
Mother Lefida fitting by her, who perfwaded her, 

not to tarry for the Executioner , fince fie cou d expel no 

other Honour hut the killing her [elf, But fhe had no 

fpark of Generofity left, and her Courage was too 
enfeebl’d with impure Senfuality to think on fuch 
an Attempt ,* tho’ at iaft with many cowardly Fears 
and Tremblings file took a Sword from one of the Meflaljn* 
Soldiers, and put it to her Throat, and then to her H ^ r DiAlh > 
Bread,* which at laft was pierc’d with a Blow lent 
her by the Tribune ; an End fuitabie to one who 
was the higheft in Quality, but the mod monftrous 
in Impiety of all her Sex. Claudius was immediate¬ 
ly inform’d of her Death in the midft of his Banquet,- 
but without the leaft Queftion ask’d, or Concern 
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Claudius , be 



now a Widower, declar'd publick 



f 


3 


That fince he had been unfortunate in his Marriag 


j 

tv 


* 

f 


Jingle Life ft 



5 


he 


and if he continu'd 


that Reflation, he gave his Subjects leave to kill him 

But forgetting himfelf fhortly after, he became fuch 


9 



Captive to the artful Careffes and great Beauty of his 


Niece Agrippina, Daughter to his Brother Germanicus , 

next meeting of the Senate he fuborn'd 


that 


the 


Perfons to move, That he might be compell d to marry $ 


Matter of great Importance 


the Common-wealth 


5 > 


as 


and that according to his Example all Verfons might hep 
mitted in fuch Marriages as till now were look'd upon 

Incefiuous . And when this was decreed, he had fcarce 
Claudius Patience to contain himfelf a Day before the Solem 


marries his 


of the Nuptials; but 


follow'd his Ex 


Niece' A- ample beiides one of his Freed-Men and one of the 
grippina* Captains of his Guards, at whofe Nuptials both him 


felf and Agrippina were prefent, for the greater Incou 
ragement°iof chafe Marriages which were detefted by 

the Romans. Agrippina was a Lady of very great Spirit 

and Underftanding, of'ambitious Defigns, and well 
knowing the Weakneffes and Infirmities of Claudius’s 

to advance her Son 

Domitius Nero , whom fhe had hv her other Husband 

D o m i t ins WE nobar bus. 


Temper, fhe foon found me 


bus, procuring him to be marry'd 
Claudius's Daughter OH avia, which was done fome 


few Days aft 


Ma 


o 


Not long after 


which the Emperor's Favourite Valias , by her Infti 


ation urg d Claud! 

Common-wealth , and 



to 



} 


ovide tor toe 



) 


Safety 



the 


t 

J 


then the Inter eft cf h 


$ Son 


Bri 


tannicus, by his Adoption of young Domitius : for Augu 
fill s'j Wives Children were advanc’d, thd he had Gtandfom 

it bft an ding his own Son 
That he aijo jhcuj take 


£ 


IV i 


his own 


D 


J 


Tiberiu 


s. Adopted Germanicus. 

in another , to fare, in fome meaftv <?, the Burden of the Em 



y 


mr 


fire with him. 

had neither Judgment nor Malice 


ho, as Tacitus fa} 




in 

<S a A 


to him, immediate!} 


? 




r but what was put 
to the Perfwafion, 

nerfer- 
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preferring Domltius before his own Son Britannicus ; 
and made a Speech upon that account to the Senate* 

which he had receiv'd from Fallas. Great Thanks 


were return'd to Claudius, and exquifite Flatteries us'd 

to Domltius , and a Decree made by which he (hou’d 

be accounted of the Claudian Family, and call'd Clan- 

dius Nero ; and likewife that Agrippina fhou'd be fur- 
nam'd Augufia . This was done in the ninth Year of 
Claudius's Reign ; in which Year he banifh'd all the 
Jews from Rome, by reafon of their being continual¬ 
ly in an Uproar and Tumult upon the Account of 
the newReligionof th eChrifiians, as Suetonius affures 
us; and many are of Opinion, that under the Name 
of Jews the Chrijlians were likewife expell'd. In 
this Year alfo were fome Conquefts made in Mau¬ 
ritania and thofe Parts, which were made into two 
Tributary Provinces, one call’d Mauritania Cafarien- 
[is, now the Kingdom of Fez,, and Mauritania Fingi- 
tana , now the Kingdom of Morocco . 

In the tenth Year of Claudius s Reign, the Britains A . D. 
revolted, and upon the Arrival of F.Offorius , Fro - 
Frretor in thofe Parts, grew more confident than be- Further 
fore, contemning Him as a Perfon of no Military conqueftt 

Experience, But he well knowing, that the firft A - in Bntam# 
dtion wou'd either encourage or difhearten 'em, vi~ 
goroufly attack'd fiuch as were up in Arms, and dif« 
pers’d 'em, proceeding to difarm all whom he had 
reafon to fufped ; but the Iceni, the Inhabitants of 
the prefent Counties of Suffolk, Northfolk , Cambridge, 
and Huntingdon , a powerful Nation, refufing to fub- 
mit, gain'd others over to' their Party, and encam¬ 
ping upon commodious Ground, engag'd with the 
Romans , were at laft overthrown, but with the great¬ 
er Bloodfiied, by reafon of their Defpair of Pardon. 

By this Overthrow of the Iceni , many others, before 
undetermin'd, were reduc’d to Obedience, and Octo- 
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l 

almoft to the Ocean 5 when he was recall’d by the In- 
furredtions of the Bn^antes^ a People on the North of 
j England 5 and having deftroy’d the principal Revokers 
the Rebellion was extinguifh’d. 


3 


But the Sihire, the 


Inhabitants of South Wales 3 woxfd by no Methods be 
allur’d or difcourag’d from profecuting the War a-* 
gainft the Romans , relying upon their own Courages,, 

and the Valour and Bravery of their great General 

CaraEiacus; who having waded through numerous Pe¬ 
rils and Difficulties, had gain’d fuch Reputation,that 
he was juftly preferr’d before all the Britijh Com¬ 
manders ; and by his Policy and Conduct remov'd 
the Seat of the War into the Territories of the (Wo- 


* _ 

vices, the Inhabitants of North -Wales, as more 
venient for his Defigns, 


con 



reafon of the Rocks and 

Mountains. Here, at the approach of the Romans, Ca - 
vMacus in a Speech to his Soldiers told ’em, That this 

Battle jhoii d either efiablijh their glorious Liberty y or confirm 


U fri 


S e rv 


itude 


and that they 

»/ 


ought to remem » 

o 


their perpetual 

her the Honour of their Ancestors y who had driven Julius 

C x far from this JjJe $ • by whole Valour they were happily 
deliver d from Axes and Tributes ; and to whom they ow d 
the Enjoyment of their unviolated Wives and Children . 

But as nothing con’d withftand the Force of the Re 
man Legions, the Brit aim y tho’ they had confiderable 


Advantages in the beginning of the Battel, by rea¬ 
fon of their Intrenchments, were after an obftinate 
Fight entirely routed, and the Wife and Daughter of 
Cardtacus taken Prifoners, 




Brothers lurrendrin_ 

themfeives fhortly after: CaraSacus himfelfflying to 
Cartlfmandm Queen of the Brigantes , was treache 


roufly bound and deliver’d up to the Conquerors, 
after nine Years brave Refi fiance of the Romans 
which he had gain’d great Fame and Renown. 



i 


dtacus was brought to Rowe, where all were de¬ 
mons of feeing the Perfon who had fo long con« 
tim’d their Forces, and the People were affembled 




as at the Sight of fome publick Games and Spectacles 
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fome Oracle or Augur , That her Son fhould be Etnpe 
ror , but woud be the Caufe of her Death , (he anfwer'd 
Let him s fo he but Reigns. But (he durft not level at 
that Mark while Get a and Crijpinus, both Favourers 

Britannicus, continu'd Captains of the Guard ; 


s 



which caus'd her to infinuate to the Emperor, That 

the Guard was divided into Factions through the ambitious 


Contentions of the two Captains for fuperiority ; and that 


true Difcipline woud be better preferv d if the Soldiers 
were commanded by one alone . Upon which the whole 

Charge of the Trretorian Cohorts was transferr'd to 
Afranius Burrhus , a Perfon of great Fame in Military 
Affairs, yet well knowing by whofe Favour and 
Practice he was advanc'd to this Poft. From that 
Time the Emprefs (hew'd more Command and Au¬ 
thority than ever, and frequently enter'd the Capi¬ 
tol in a Chariot ; an Honour and Privilege only al¬ 
low’d to thofe of the Sacerdotal Order. 

In the following Year, which was the Eleventh 

of this Reign, Claudius finiflied his vaft Work former¬ 
ly mention’d in the Lake Fufinus; but before the 
Water was let out, he order'd a Naval Battel to be 
fought there chiefly by Slaves and Perfonsxondem- 
ned to Death or Banifhment, promifing Liberty and 
Rewards to the Conquerors. Fifty Galleys were 
us'd- for this purpofe, according to Dion , and Nine- 
:een Thoufand Men, being equally divided, and 
beautifully adorn'd with Banners, Flags, and Stream¬ 
ers of various Colours ; one Party being call’d SiciH - 
msy and the other Rhodians. To fee this remarkable 
>pe6hcle, there came infinite Multitudes of People 
rom all parts of Italy> and from other Countries, 
vhich cover'd the Banks of the Lake, and, all the 
fills and Mountains within view, making it appear 
ike a vaft Amphitheater; where the Emperor Clau~ 


)• 

IUS 


, with Agrippina and Nero , were conveniently 

bated, mod giorioufly, attir’d in Gold and Precious 
tones. The Perfons appointed for the Fight, cry- 


nig 
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Emperor. 
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over him., as well as others. 

Jgrippina finding the Difpofidon of her Son, at¬ 
tempted by all poffihle Methods to recover his Fa- 
vour 5 fomedmes by Authoritative Counfels and fn- 
flrudtions ; and other times by Servile Entreaties and 
Flatteries ; till Nero fhortly after difplaeing her chief 
Favourite Pallas, {he fell into the extreameft Rage 
imaginable ; and the more to terrifie him^ told him 

That BritannicuSj, a true and worthy Prince, was now in a 
Condition to receive his Father s Empire, which at prefent 
was pojjefsd by an JmpofiGr ; threatning £0 go to the 

Camp, and lay open all the Villanous Pra&ices of 
her unfortunate Family s invoking likewife all the In¬ 
fernal Furies to her Affiftance. Thefe furious Mena- 
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% 

Order, and at prefent there was no Aftlon or Wars 

but in the Eafi againftthe Varthians , who having ex- 
pell’d Rhadamifius out of Armenia, whom Clan dim had 

plac’d over that Kingdom, they invaded Armenia 

with great Vigour* DomitiusCorbulo , a worthy Com¬ 
mander, was thereupon fent for the Security of that 
Country, who for two or three Years perform’d no¬ 
thing memorable, by reafon of the Varthians pro¬ 
trading and deferring the War. But afterwards Ti- 

ridatesy Brother to Vologefus King of ?arthia 3 re fo Ir¬ 
ving to endeavour for that Crown, and the Armeni¬ 
ans being inclinable to receive him, Corbulo immedi¬ 
ately enter’d upon Action, took feveral Forts, and in¬ 
verted Artaxata , the Metropolis of the Country; and 
tho’ the Inhabitants open’d the Gates to him, and 
by that means fav’d their own Lives, yet they cou’d 
not fave the City, which being not tenable, was 
burnt and demolifh’d. Upon this Succefs Nero was 
faluted Imperator 3 SmvLQs and Triumphal Arches ered- 
ed, and Proceffions made, with feveral other Honours 
deriv’d from the extravagant Flatteries of the Senate; 
fo that C . Cajjius, one of the Fathers, fpeaking of the 
Proceffions, faid. That if they woud give the Gods 

Thanks for fo many Favours of Fortune , the •whole 'Tear 
woud not be fufficient for the Proceffions . 

Nero now in the fifth Year of his Reign, aban¬ 
don’d himfelf to Senfuality without diftin&ion ; 

falling in Love with Poppxa Sabina , Wife to his 

great Favourite Otho , afterwards Emperor, a Lady 
of great Beauty and Endowments, but of no Re¬ 
putation nor Chaftity ,• and that he might enjoy 
her without any Obftacle, he fent her Husband in¬ 
to Spain , to be Governor of Lufitania , and yielded 
himfelf wholly to Popped s Charms, forgetting and 
abhorring his own Wife Oftavia, and like wife his 
Miftrefs Affe. Whereupon Poppaa became fo ele¬ 
vated with the infamous Favours (he receiv’d, that 

fhe infolently urg’d the Emperor to divorce 0£tav?a 9 

K 2 and 
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Train of deteftable Vices and Villanies, had drawn 
this ftrange Punilhment upon her felf, which was 
the greater Judgment, as proceeding from the im¬ 
pious Hands of her own Son; the Horror of which 


Fadfc, became a Scourge to his Mind, he often con 

fefling, That he was frequently difiurb’d by the Jffre 
henjibns of his Mother s Ghofi y and tormented by the In 
fernal Furies . 

Nero the next Day vindicated this A<ft before the 
Senate, laying many heavy Crimes to his Mother's 
Charge,• and the Fathers not only excus'd, but aU 
fo applauded the Deed ,• nay, to fuch a fordidnefs 
of Spirit, were the Senate and People degenerated, 
that when he enter'd the City that Day, they met 
him with as much Pomp and Solemnity, as if he 
had return’d from fome great Vi&ory, many Vows 
and Sacrifices being made for the Emperor’s efcaping 
fo great a Treafon. Hereupon he grew exceffive 

Proud, as Lord over fo many Slaves , and feeing him- 

felf at Liberty, and free from any Reftraint, he gave 
the Reins to his bruital Appetite, abandoning him 
felf to all kinds of Extravagancies and Vices, fuch 
as were never pra<ftis’d by a Prince, or fcarce con¬ 
ceiv'd by a Man. He now debas'd himfelfTo much, 
as to become a Stage-Player, learning that Art, and 
frequently adting a Part before the whole City i 
And in this he had fo high an Opinion of himfelf, 

that he generally procur’d great Numbers of Noble¬ 
men and young Ladies to be prefent when ever 
he play'd his Parc. But Singing was his principal De¬ 
light and Excellency, and he was fo careful of his 
Voice, that he many times refus’d to eat, left it fhonld 
receive any Damage ,• and he often purg'd himfelf/ 
and made ufe of fuch Potions as were ufua 1 for the 
beft Singers in thofe times. While he fung upon the 
Stage, no Man was permitted to depart the Theater 
upon any Occafion, tho' never fo urgent ; info much 
that it is written, that Women were deliver’d there. 
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Nero the mean time proceeded in his Enormities 
and Cruelties, the Cares of Burrhus and Seneca no¬ 
thing availing ; and in the ninth Year of his Reign, 
the former dy’d, not without Sufpicion of Poy fon by 
Neros Order,which fo weaken’dthe Intereftand Au¬ 
thority of the other, that feeing himfelf defpis’d, he 
defied Permiflion of the Emperor to withdraw him- 
lelf, likewife offering to deliver up his large Eftate, 
which had created him fo much Envy $ but Nero 
having learnt and pra&is’d the Art of Diffimulation, 
under Colour of Refpe&,deny’d hisPetition ,* and 
mca from that time alter’d his Courfe df Life, admit¬ 
ted of few Vifits, and always appear’d with a fmall 

Retinue. He now unjuftly put many eminent Perfons 

to Death, among the reft Rah dims Flautm, and F alias y 

the former for being of the Julian Family, and the 
latter for being rich,aCrime for which many fuffer’d • 

Nero mar. then proceeding in his Cruelties, he divorc’d and ba- 
ries Pop- nifh’d his Wife Off avia, upon the Account of Fopptea, 

Irn'ctp w ^ orn h- enow marry’d ; and when the People mur- 
vk mur ^ at this Injury, he afterwards caus’d her to be 

put to Death. All which time the V/ars in Armenia, 
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was agreed, 'That Tiridates laying down his Crown at 

the Feet of Nero’s Statue , jhou’d not receive it without his 

Leave . But Nero being defirous of vain Glory, and 
a glorious Spectacle, by Letters and great Fromifes, 

invited Tiridates to come to Rome ; which he fliortly 

after perform’d, being nobly accompany’d, and ho¬ 
nourably entertain’d. Nero attended his coming with 
moft Magnificent Preparations, accompany d with 
the whole Senate and People, and feated in a (lately 
Throne, with all the imaginable Pomp of Majefty 
and Grandeur, and almoft furrounded with Military 
Enfigns and Banners, the Vratorian Cohorts Handing 
all by in their rich and bright Armour. Tiridates at- 
cended the Scaffold where Nero fat with great For¬ 
mality, and approaching the Emperor, he fell at his 
Feet, who taking him by the Right Hand, rais’d him, 
and plac’d aCrown upon his Head,ufing many Words 
and Pompous Ceremonies: Tiridates being crown’d 
with this Solemnity, after many fumptuous Feafts 
made him in Rome, and many Honours (hewn him, 
departed for his own Country, carrying with him 
an incredible Mafsof Money, which the Emperor 

gave him for his Journey, Nero was alfo faluted Janus’* 
perator, and having caus’d a Crown of Laurel to b q Temple flwt 

carry’d into the Capitol , he (hut up the Temple of * t f 7 J xth 
Janus, according to Suetonius, in token of an univer- 
fal Peace, which had been open about 64 Years. 

Shortly after the departure of Tiridates , Nero took 
a Journey into Greece , reporting that he defign’d to 
cut the lilhnms of Pelopomefiu; and tho’ he began that' 

Work, yet his chief Intention was aciing of Plays, 

(which he did in all the Theatres where he came) 
finging, and running of Chariot-Races, Running in 
th tOlympick Games3 tho’ he fell from his Chariot, 
he was notwithftanding rewarded with a Crown as 
Vidor * after which he return’d to Rome , entring in 
Triumph in the Chariot of Augnftus, furrounded with 
Muficians and Players, brought from all Parts of the 

World, 
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World. In the following Year he fell into more pro 


digious Impieties than 


3 



and into unheard of Pol 
Sons ; and as nothing is fo monftrous as Luft when 
it is unconfin’d, fo it brought Nero Into the moft ex¬ 
travagant Follies, and unnatural Inconfiftencies that 
ever any Monfter conceiv'd. Having attir'd himfelf 
in the Habit of a Woman, and cover'd with a yel¬ 
low Veil like a Bride, he was wedded to one of his 


abominable Crew call'd Fyth 


3 


and again 


Freed-man Doriphorus ; after which he became a Huf- 
band to a Boy call’d Sporus, from whom he took as 
much of the Male as was poffible,adorning him with 
the Ornaments of an Emprefs, and accompanying 
him in all publick Places: Which occafion’d feveral 

toobferve. That the World had been happy , had the Em¬ 
peror s Father been marry d only to fuch a Spoufe . His un¬ 
bounded Luft, and exorbitant Luxury daily increas’d 
the Rage of his fierce and cruel Mind, fo that he de- 
ftroy’d fuch numbers of People, that he rather ap 
pear’d a Devil incarnate, than a Man ,• likewife boaft 

ing of his A&ions, and faying, That none of his Frefe- 
cejjors knew their own Tower . He fo little diffembling 

his Hatred to the Senate,that he frequently intimated 
That he defign’d to deftroy that Order, and to put 

the Government of the Provinces and Armies into 

% 

the Hands of the Elites and his Freed-Men. He like 

wife often laid. That he had rather be hated 3 than be lovd 
becaufe the People lov d him according to their own Hu 
mours , but hated him according to his : And when 


3 




his Prefence faid as a Proverb, When lam deadktthe 

World be burnt : Nay } reply’d he, let it be while I am a- 

Nero fa live. And not long after this he caus’d Rome to be fet 


Roms 


on 




fire in feveral Place 


jirs 


3 


getting himfelf upon a high 


Tower, beholding the miferableDefolation'with 

finite Joy and Satisfaction,and in a Player’sHabit ring¬ 
ing, TheDefirucUonofTroy, The Fire continu’d above 
fix Days, confuming innumerable Rows of ftately 

and glorious Buildings, and Riches, Goods and Mer- 

chandife 




Isferoy after his burning the City, as tho’ he defied 
to free himfelf from that Scandal, took great care 
to re-edifie it, efpecially his own Palace, which was 
done with far greater Magnificence than formerly t 
It now reach'd from Mount Valatine to Mount Ef- 
quiline , the Entrance fpacious enough to receive a 
Coloffusof this Emperor,a hundred and twenty Foot 
high; the Galleries confifted of three Rows of ftately 
Pillars a full Mile in length; and within were large 
Ponds, curious Gardens and Orchards, and pleafant 
Hills and Groves* furnifh d with all forts of wild 
Beafts. The Halls aqd Dining-Rooms, befides their 
being built of Marble, Alabafter JafpeiyTopazes, and 
other excellent Scones, had the Timber-Works and 

Ceilings richly inlaid with Gold and Ivory, and glo- 
rioufly adorn'd' with Precious Stones, and Mother 

of Pearl. Some of which Rooms were beautifully 

arch'd 
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gns of Sovereignty himfelf, he proclaim'd Sergius 
}alba Emperor, a Perfon eminent for his Illuftrious 
7 amily, with the feveral Charges and Dignities he' 


) 


ad worthily executed ; who being now Governor 
f Part of Spain, to fecure himfelf from Nero, had gi 
en himfelf to an nnacfcive and obfcure kind of Life* 
r index wrote feveral Letters to him in Spain, earneft- 

y perfwading him to declare himfelf in favour of Man* 
:ind 5 again ft fuch a Monfier as Nero ,• which was very 

cceptable to him/tho’ he durft not proceed but with 
reat Caution, till he fully difcover’d the Readinefs 
f his Soldiers, and the Inhabitants of his Province, 
fherefore on a Day appointed for Enfranchifing of 
•laves, having his Army, and all the Country about 
lim, he fpoke to ’em after this manner : My Fellow 

Soldiers and Friends , we are afjembftd to beftow upon o™ 
hers the great Benefit of Liberty and Freedom * a Benefit 
f which wc our [elves have had but [mail Enjoyment , tho 
elonging to us by all the Rights of Nature and Fortune . It 
rieves me to fay , but it hinders not every Man from fee 


yg 3 that no Slave under the fever eft Mafiler , ever endurd 



many 


unde 


r 


Year of harder Service than we have 
tfero. What fond of ExaBion has he not us'd, to [apply 
nth Extortion what he has [pent with Shame ? What kind 
f Cruelty has he not praBisd ? Has he not wallow’d in the 
llood of his Father , his Brother , his Mother , his Wife , his 
Lafter, and all who are valianfior virtuous in the Senate , 
'ity, or Provinces, without any DiftinBion of Age or Sex l 
ill which cry for Vengeance upon fuch a Prince : A Prince! 



an Incendiary , a Singer , a Fuller , a Player , a Carter 
Cryer , no Prince, nay , no Man , having a Man to his 
lu sb and, and a Man to his Wife, but a Monfier of Man - 
ind * againft whom what Vindex in Gaul has already 
Bed, I well know, and I am mo ft forry to hear a The 
ohole Ccurfe of my former Life has been far remov d from 
mbitious and afpiring Defigns $ and I cou d heartily wifi: 


hat the J.mall Remainder of my Hays were [pent in more 
\afe • but fince , by what Misfortune I know not, feme 
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of each* and that he flwrtly iwud produce 'em on the 
Stage , 

ftortly after of the Commotions in Spain, under Gal 


1*2 V* fir vv rr%/vrff ** v jr/vr r ry js * v ~ 

if Vindex 2 voudgive him liberty . 


But hearing 


% he in a great Rage rent his 


Clothes, beat his 

Head, crying out. He was undone , his Misfortunes above 
all Vrefidtnt , iei»g tf/iw to fee his Empire lofi ! and 

wou’d receive no Comfort till the Senate by Decree 
had declar’d Galba an Enemy to the State. And he 

fo fordidly infatuated, that even in fo great a 
Diforder of Affairs, he continu’d his former Debau¬ 
ches 
fon. 


was 


and foon after putting Galba' s Servants in Pri- 

Afcer 


feiz’d his Goods, and expos’d ’em to Sale, 
that he enter’d upon the moft barbarous and outra¬ 
geous Defigns imaginable, refolding to maffacre all 
governors of Provinces, and Commanders of Ar¬ 
mies, under pretence of Confpiracies ,• todeftroyall 
Exil’d Perfons, left they ftiould join with the Revol- 

ters: to murder all the Gauls in Rome , as Favourers of 


j 


their Countrymen ; to give up Gaul to 'the Plunder 

of his Army $ to poyfon the whole Senate at an En¬ 
tertainment- to burn the City, and to turn outWild- 
Beafts among the People, that fo obftrudHng the ex- 
tinguifhing of the Fire, their Deftruclion might be 
the more inevitable. But fettingafide thefe Defigns 
not out of Compunction or Remorfe, but out of 
Defpair of effe&ing ’em, he refolv’d upon an Expe¬ 
dition in Perfon ^ and among his Preparations his 




i 


principal Care was to procure Waggons convenient 
for the Carriage of his Mufical Inftruments for the 
Theater $ to cut the Hair of his Concubines, after 
the Fafhion of Men, and to arm ’em like Amazons 

W mf ^ 

with Battel-Axes and Shields. 

1 

As in a corrupt Body, full of malignant Humours 
the firft Pain that appears draws on the reft, difclo 
fes old Aches and Strains, and agitates all that is un 
found in the Body ; fo in a Government, when it is 
univerfally diflik’d, the firft Diforder endangers a 

DifFolurion of the whole; For this one Attempt of 
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Vinchx not only caus'd the Revolt of the Armies in 




Spain 


3 


but ihortly after that of, the Legions in Germa 


00 


ny> and other Places, all unanimouOy declaring a- 
gainft the prefent Emperor. Upon which News, Nero 
being at Dinner, in a defperate Fury tore the Let¬ 
ters, overturn d the Table, dafti'd two Cryftal Cups 
of great value on the Ground, and calling off all 
Care of his own Preservation, call’d for Poyfon 
which he enclos’d in a Golden Box, that his Death 
might be anfwerable to his Condition, and then re¬ 
pair’d to the Servelian Gardens. From thence he dif- 
patch’d the Freed-men, in whom he had moll confi¬ 
dence, to prepare his Fleet at Qftja ; then founding 


9 


the Minds of the Tribunes and Centurions of his 
Guards, and finding them unwilling to accompany 
him, and one of ’em to ask him. Whether it was 





hard a ibiftjgpio'die, Jie was quite diftra&ed and con¬ 
founded in his Thoughts and Intentions $ and he 

cou'd not refolve whether he fhoud addrefs himfelf to 

% 

A 

the Part hi an s s whom he had lately oblig'd, or to Gal- 
ha in a fupplicatory manner ; or whether he fhou'd 
put himfelf in deep Mourning, appear publickly be 
fore the Rofira , and with all poffible Humility and 
Beje&ion implore the Peoples Forgivenefs for what 
was paft, and if they were indexible, to beg the Go¬ 


vernment of Egypt. He at lafi determin'd to do this 

but fearing the People fhou’d tear him in pieces, be 


> . 

3 


fore he got to the Place, he deferred the Matter till 
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but awaking at Midnight, and 

underftanding that' his Guards were retir'd, he leapt 


/T orning ; 




and 
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ibout for home of his Friends 


3 
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from whom receiving no Anfweie he went to their 
edgings himieli, with two or three others. Thus 
the great Monarch of the World, lately ador'd as a 


{ 




uU^ aa 


a attended by i how lands of 


Friends 


ers 

3. 


.5 


and Servants, now 


3 


Soldi- 


as a 




common Page flood 


KiiGCK'iiig at Doors, finding all ftmt a gainft his un 

fortunate State. And now deftituteof 


all Affiflance 


and 
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and Advice from Friends, he return’d back, where 
finding his Chamber rifled, his Servants fled, and his 
Poyfon remov’d, he fought for Sftcillus a Gladiator, 
or fome other, to be flain by him; but finding none 

he cry'd, Then I have neither Friend nor Foe, and ran 

defperately out, as tho’ he wou’d have thrown him- 
felf into the River Tiber: But making a hidden flop, 
and defiring fome fecret Place a little, to recoiled his 
Reafon, and reaffume his Courage, Thaon his Freed 
Man offer’d his Houfe four Miles diftant in the 
Country, which Nero accepted ,• and fo accompa 
ny’d with four Men, of whom Sporus was one, he 
fled away meanly Apparel’d, and worfe Mounted 
hiding his Face with an Handkerchief. In his Jour 


3 


ney he was infinitely dilmay’d by a violent Trem¬ 
bling of the Earth, and prodigious Flallies of Light¬ 
ning ,* and paffing by the Camp, he heard a great 
Noife of Soldiers enrfing him, and wilhing all good 
Fortune and Profperity to Galba. After which, to 
prevent all Difcovery, they forfook the High-way 
creeping through Briars and Bufhes into a Thicket of 
Reeds, on the back-fide of Vhaon s FarnvHoufe 


r 


3 


3 


where a Hole was beaten in the Wall, thro’ which 


Nero crept in like a Beaft upon all four, calling him 
felf upon a mean Pallet in a back Room. 

During Nero's Abfence, the Senate affembl’d, and 
pronounc’d him a mortal Enemy to the State, and 
condemn’d him to Death More Majorum, fending in 
to all Parts to feek him, and bring him alive. 





The 

Account of this Determination was brought to Nero, 
one of Pbaons Servants, who found him making 
Preparations for his own Death, with a Thoufand 
fervile Sighs and inglorious Tears, repeating feveral 
times, What an Artiji will the World lofe 1 He hearing 
the forrowful News of his Doom from the Senate, 

demanded what More Majorum meant, and what kind 


of Punifhment it was 

was to be ftript nak 




and underftanding that 


he 


fr* 

Sir 
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his Head faften’d in a Pillory* 

and 
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Years after the Beginning of the Empire by Julius 
Cafar, and 94 after the full Settlement of it by An- 

gufius . 
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Difficulty to keep ’em to their Duty. He likewife 
with great Hazard efcap’d the Confpiracy of feveral 
Slaves, who were purpofeiy prefented to him by one 
of Nero s Enfranchis’d Men, and had undoubtedly 
flainhim as he pafs’d through a narrow Street to goto 
his Baths, had they not difcover’d themfelves by too 
oudly exhorting one another, Not to omit fo f 


1 


Opportunity 


But that which 


Galba the greateft 
at this time, was the unexpeded 
Death of Vindex in Gaul* who kill’d himfelf after the 


and Did 


entire Defeat of his Troops by Rufus Virgin ins, Com¬ 
mander of the Gorman Legions; which Battel was 

the Ignorance and Miftakes of the Sol- 



gaiaft 
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Wills and Defigns-of the Gene 

rals. The News of this,added to G albas other Misfor 


tunes, redu 


w 


almoft to defpair both of his Life 


and 


I 


npire, and he had once a defign of deftroying 

ffu- 


himfelf^ but timely Advice coming from Rome 


g him that Nero was dead 


> a 


fwore Allegiance to him th 


ere 


afi 
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N a n i e o f L i 


fum’d the 1 ide of 


Af 
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> and all People had 

he immediately laid 

f the Empire , and at 
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fel f v. p on his Way t o k . mg i a 
with a Dagger about his 
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Rome, as it 


Precipitation, th 
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to (hew Ids Satis- 


fpfe 


f • t n 
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lion for his 
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trim!, than they did for his fua 
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on ; for feveral Rumours were fpread abroad, both 
of his Cruelty and Avarice, by reafon of the imufual. 
Rigor he had exercis’d towards fuch Cities of Spam 
and Gau^ which had fcrupl’d' to join with him at 
firft, by oppreffing them with exceffive Tributes, de- 
molifhing their Fortifications, and executing their 
Governors, not excufing even their Wives and Chil¬ 
dren. Which Reports fo highly difadvantageous to 
an old Man, and a young Prince, were confirm’d 
and augmented at his Entrance into Rome y by his Se¬ 
verity to thofe Sea-Men and Mariners, whom Nero 
had taken from the Oar, and lifted among his Legi¬ 
onary Soldiers • for endeavouring to reduce thefe nu¬ 
merous Troops to their former Condition, upon their 

refufing with great Contumacy to fubmit to an Or¬ 
der fo injurious to themfelves, and their infolent de¬ 
manding an Eagle and Military Enfigns,he command¬ 
ed his Horfemen to ride in among ’em, who kill’d 
7000 ; and not being iatisfy’d with this Puniftiment, 
he caus’d ’em to be decimated afterwards. Befides 
which, he difcharg’d the German Cohort, which had 
been eftabliih’d by the former Emperors, for a Guard 
to their Perfons, and had given manifeft Teftimo¬ 
nies of their Allegiance and Fidelity to their Prin¬ 
ces • yet notwichftanding he fent ’em to their own 
Country without any Reward, pretending they were 
better affedled to Dolabdla than himfelf, becaufe they 
had encamp’d themfelves not far from his Gardens. 
Being in Rome y with this fecret Difcontentment, tho 9 
with publickjoy and Solemnity, he began to take up¬ 
on him the Adminiftration and Government of the 
Empire, and did fome Adis as a wife and worthy 
Prince ; yet thefe were generally lefs acceptable than 
fome others were odious. Lie took care to reitore all 
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condemn’d Knight,that he might notfuffer the Death 
of ordinary Malefa&ors* he commanded the Gal¬ 
lows to be painted and finely colour' 


make 


fwe table 


Quality. However* he reprefented 


a mo ft grateful Spedlacle to the People* which was 

Eliw ,P olycletus , Locufia , Vatrobius 3 Vetintis, and others in 

Fetters drawn through the City, and publickly Exe 




cuted, as Inftruments and Minifters of Nero s Crrn 
elties; tho 5 he fpar’d fome of the moft notorious Qf 


fenders for the fake of Money. And he was fo 
markable for his Avarice, that it is faid, that he wou’d 
iigh and weep when his Table was better furnilh’d 
than ordinary ; a Vice tho’ incident to his Age, yet 
dangerous to his Circumftances, efpecially in refpeft 
of his Soldiers, and was the firft Thing which made 


way for his R 


When a large Donative had been 


promis’d to the Soldiers, by fuch as were appointed 
to tender ’em their Oath in his Abfence, he utterly 
refus’d to confirm it, declaring. That he chofe , but ne¬ 
ver woud Durchafe his Soldiers ; which much exafpera 


ted his Men, who in thefe corrupt Times cou’d 

any rigorous Difcipiine like the 



Ro 


mans , efpecially from a Prince who fuffer’d himfelf 

every Hour. Moreover, he 


of 


be bought and 
ohiy provok’d the 


fold 


V 


m fhortly after, upon a bare 
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by cafoiering feveral 



of Cor« 

refpondence and Confederacy with Nymphidius. 

But that which made this Emperor moft generally 
bated andabhorr’d, was hisfuffering himfelf to be 




L 


ly manag’d by three Favourites, who having their 


odg 


m 



s with him in his Palace, and being alway 
Prefence, were commonly ftil’d his V^da 




One 


T. Fin 




d 


a 

V 




infatiable Covetoufhefs 
Captain of his Guards 


Lieutenant in Sp 


3 


was C 


w ho had 


Of 


nfupportable by his Pride and Arro 


gance , s and the third leeks 9 a Freed-Man, who 


$ 


o 


d to t 




higheft Command in the Bftejtrkn Oi 

der 
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der 


Thefe three,' whofe Humours and Vices were 


as different as poffible, abus’d the Authority of the 


Emperor with lo much Infolence, that they made 
him appear by the inequality of his Condud, both 
odious and defpicable , fo that fometimes he fhew'd 
himfelffevere and rigorous, at other times remifs and 
negligent; condemningfome illuftrious Perfons un¬ 


heard , and pardoning others without Reafon, as h 
was guided by thefe Perfons. He {till increas'd the 


Peoples Hatred, by revoking the profufe Donatives 


of Nero, which were found to amount to above ie- 


venteeh Millions of our Money, and reducing 'em 
to the tenth Part, giving Commiflion to fifty of th 




Equites to colled the Remainder for himfelf • with 
Authority, That if any Player or Champion had fold 
what Nero had given 'em, and imbezl’d or [pent the 
Confideration they receiv’d, in that Cafe they might 
require and recover it of the Perfons who had pur¬ 
chas'd it. Publick Slaves were proclaim'd in all 
Parts, and the Streets throng’d with the Confluenc 


p* 

V 


and Contentions of Officers, Buyers, and 
while neverth-elefs there was fomePleafure in behold 


Sellers ; 


ing thofe whom Nero had oblig'd, as miferable now 
as thofe whom he had opprefs'd. On the contrary, 
there was nothing but by the Mediation of his Fa¬ 
vourites and Freed Men, he permitted either to be 
bought for Money, or granted for Favour; as Taxes, 
Exemptions, Pun!foments for Innocents, Impunity 
for Criminals, and other Pieces of Injuftice. Among 
others he pardon'd Halotus and Tigcllinus , two of the 
molt pernicious Instruments which Nero imploy'd, 
tho' the People of Roms were importunately foliici 


tons for their Punifoment. And as if this was not 

fufficient to difoblige them, he preferr’d Halotus to 


a molt honourable Port; and appear'd fo publickly 
in the Juftification of Tigellmus, that he put forth an 



in his favour, and upbraided the People with 


their Severity, 



ail which difadvautageous 

Cir- 




i 













o 


/ 



es. And in lefs than eight Days, finding the Af- 
fedions of the Soldiers, he Hole fecretiy from the 
Emperor while he was facrificing, to an appointed 
Place, where calling the Soldiers together, in a fet 
Speech he began to enumerate the feveral Cruel¬ 
ties and Executions made by Galba'm fo fliort a Space, 

Urging, That thofte Things which others account heinous 
Crimes , are by him term'd gentle Remedies ; Cruelty is 
cloak'd with the venerable Name of Juftice • fordid A** 
varies is call'd provident Sparing* and your Stripes and 

Indignities , true Difcipline . *Tis jcarce [even Months 
fince the Death of Nero, yet Icelus, one of Gzlbzs Fa - 

vouritesy has rak'd together more Treafure than any of 
Nero 5 / wicked Infimments had done in as many Years* 
And certainly Vinius himfelf if he had been Emperor , 

wou'd have Jhewn lefs Covetoujnefs , and more RefpeSt $ 
even that Vinius who opprefes us as FaJJals , and treats us 
as vile Strangers , whofe Wealth alone wou d be fufficient 
for the Donative , which is fo often caft in your Teeth , but 
never paid to your Rurfes. In you alone lies the prefent Re¬ 
medy for all thefe Diftempers ; andfince you , my loving Com¬ 
panions , have already given me the Title of Prince , 1 will 
not be calf da private Man; and a Prince I cannot be , while 
another pojjejfes the Throne . I defers you not to afFar t I lead 
you not to any dangerous Exploit ; the Soldiers within are all 
of the fame Mindy and one unarm'd Cohort now guarding the 
Emperor , endeavours not to defend him againft usjbut rather 
detains him from efcaping your Hands ; and when you Jhall 
comeinvnjVy thegreateft Contentionyou can have with them , 
isywhojhoud be mo ft forward in my aftiftance « At the finifh- 

Ingof this Speech, the Soldiers with loud Shouts and 

Acclamations took himupontheirSboulders 3 cairdhim 

Emperor; and drawing their Swords to give the great¬ 
er Terror to the People,, carry’d him to their Camp. 
Galba in the mean time fuipe'&ed nothine of this 

l t IL J 

Revolt, and when the News of it was brought to 
him, he was extremely dilheartned and confounded ,• 

and as. his Counfeis were fudden and unpremedi¬ 
tated, 
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Rome, immediately went to the Senate, which wa 

affembled by the Tratorian Prafetf of the Citv 3 where 
befides the ordinary Salutations and Applanfes] they OchowW 



ave him the Title of Auguftus , and all the other Emperor 

Titles and Preheminences which the ocher Emperors 
ever obtain’d. And having there made a brief Ora- 

- w 

tion, wherein he told the Fathers, That he took upon 

him the Empire rather by Compulsion and the'Constraint of 
other s y than by his own choice and feeking , promtjing to go¬ 
vern the fame by the Counfel and Advice of the Senate, he 
Went from thence through the Forum y which was all 

Cover’d with Blood and dead Bodies, to the Capitol , 
and from thence tp the Imperial Palace % And thus 
was Otho the firit Emperor, who was advanc’d to this 
Honour by Means of the Praetorian Guards, which 
gave ’em Occafion frequently to affume the Autho¬ 
rity of creating Emperors afterwards i a pernicious 
Precedent for the Roman Empire, and for the Empe¬ 
rors themfelves, as Time and Experience manifefted. 

Otho, contrary to the Expe&ation of many, deferr’d 
his Pleafures, diffembrd his Riot, and luxurious Life, 
and order’d all Things that was fitting for the Honour 
of the Empire. And firft he commanded Marius Cel- 
ftts , who had been highly advanc’d by Galba y to be 
brought into the Capitol ; expecting by pardoning fo 
great a Man, and fo odious to his Party, to purchafe 
the juft Tide of Clemency in the Beginning of his, 


Reign. 


Celfus 


being 


call’d, fearlefly confefs’d the 


whole Accufation of Fidelity to Galba y freely affert 

ing. That Princes ought rather to reward fuch Examples % 

and Otho admitting the Defence as juft and vertuous 


immediately advanc’d him next cohimfelf. This Act, 

with the juft Punifhment of Tigellinus y Nerd’s chief 
Inftrument of Impurity, and his generous Reiterati¬ 
on of the Perfons and Goods of all fuch as had been 
unjuftly exil’d 1 by Nero y gain’d him To much the Love 
and Affection of the People of Rome , that they con¬ 
tinu’d true and faithful to him to the End of his fliorc 


Reign 
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W hife 
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While the Affairs of Rome were tranfa&ed in this 
Manner, the Legions in the Lower Germany having 
been purchas’d by the large Gifts and fpecious Pro-* 
mifes of Vltellim , after fome Treaties and Impunities 
for Outrages,concluded to create him Emperor,which 


they effeded, without attending the Will and Plea- 
fure of the Senate, about thirteen Days before Galbd% 
Death. The fudden News of which put Otho into a 
great Confirmation, and the City to no fmall Con¬ 
cern, well knowing that nothing but the Sword, and 
the Blood of fo many Romans coif d determine this 
famous Contefc, the Pretenfions being plaufible on 
both Sides. The German Legions pretended, That they 

had as great an Authority to create an Emperor as the Legi¬ 
ons in Spain, and that Vitellius had a rightful Toffeffion be¬ 
fore Otho 5 s Creation ; the Senate and Cohorts at Rome 
pretended. That they had the Supreme Tower , and that in 

them refted the abfolute Authority to chufe and create Empe¬ 


rors ; and having made choice of Otho, they woud not re¬ 
cede. And though Otho by this Means had the mod 
powerful Intereft, and the molt fpecious Title > 
yet whether his guilty Confcience threw him into 
timerous Apprehenfions, or his difcompos’d Temper 
caus’d him to dread the Miferies of a Civil War, he 


fought by large Promifes to come to a Compofition 
and Agreement with Vitellm; but nothing was con¬ 
cluded to the Satisfaction of either Party, and the 
Diffenfions daily increafing,both began their Prepa 
rations for War, It was fuppos'd by many, that fe 




veral Perfons from Vitellius were come to the City to 
fpy out and learn how the Parties were affeded $ 
whereupon the whole City was fill’d with Jealoufies 
and Apprehenfions, the fecret Clofets being fcarce 
ee front Fears. All Perfons turn’d and fliap’d their 
Countenances according as the News was favourable 
or formidable from abroad ,* and in the Senate no¬ 



thing was fo difficult as an even and prudent Carri- 

in thefenice and periilous Times ,• Silence would 

be 
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be reckoned for Contumacy, Freedom of Speech for 
Infolence, and Flattery was too well known to Otho, 
who having been a Courtier, was too skilful in the 
Pra&ice of it himfelf. The Cares and Fears of the 
City were much augmented by the great Preparati¬ 
ons of Othoy and the Difabilities of the Nobility and 
Gentry in the Affairs of War: The chief of the Se¬ 
nate were grown old $nd impotent, wanting both 
the Power and Vigour of Soldiers ,* the Nobility were 
fiothful, cover’d with, the Ruft of a long Peace, and 
forgetting the Fatigues of a Camp ; the Equites were 




» 1 * 
mih 


diffolv’d in Eafe and Luxury, and ignorant 
tary Service, which the more they endeavour’d to 
conceal, the more they betray’d their Fears. Th 
fer fort began to (hew great Concern at the Miferies 
and Perturbations of the Commonwealth *. but the 


e wi 


inconfiderate were fwell’d with 


Hope 


and 


travagant Opinions ; and many Perfons, Bankrupts 


Peace, in thefe Troubles began to maketh 


- — 

eft Appearance,* they being fafeft, when the State 

was in the greateft Danger and Diforder. 

During the Time of thefe Preparations, Otho re 


d Advice that VitelHui’ s Forces were upon their 
March towards Italy , under the Condud,,of two 
Commanders call’d Valens and Gat c. inn a ; whereupon 
Otho departed from Rome with a fair Army, confid¬ 
ing of the Roman Nobility, the Prattorian Cohorts 


the Legions out of the Fleets upon the Italian Coaft 


3 


3 


and fuch others 


could levy in that Tim 


v« 


In 


this manner he began his March from the City, very 

powerful as to Number^ of Men, tho’ generally unac-r 

Government of 

i?u who was 



r t 


cuftomed to War, leaving 

Romsy Flavius Sabinusy Brother to Vefpafh 

then in Judaay and had fworn his Army to Otho, and 

fo continu’d his March againit Vittlliusy whofe Force? 

to the number of 


were already arrived at the Alp 




79009 

Valens 
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whereof 40000 were commanded by 




Men, 

and the reft by Cadnna % VUellius himfelf 


re 
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maming 
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mainingitt Gaul,m expeXation of more Troops from 



a n y 


the Legions from Britain 


n i e n 


ti 


Upon the 

proach of thefe numerous Armies this fatal 
Civil War was begun, or rather that begun by Vindex 

and Galba againft’JVero was continu’d; which occa- 

hon’d many to make 

the Wars between Julius Ctefar and Pompey , and be 
tween Auguftm and Antony , wherein fo much Roman 

Blood was fhed ; from which fatal Miferies the State 
had been free for almoft an hundred Years, tho 5 not 

* 4 __ + 5 

from - thole of Tyranny and unbounded Ambition. 


melancholy Reflexions upon 


th 


& 



and almoft certain Fore 



ff 


of the 


other. Otho of late had been much troubled with 


unufual Dreams and 


difmal Apprehenfions, and 



t 


that one Night fetching feveral profound 


Sleep, his Servants 


and found 


haftily to his 


him upon the, Ground • after 


which he uied many Expiations to appeafe the Ghoft 
of Galba, which feem’d to beat and pufh him rude¬ 
ly out of the Bed. However, he proceeded with 
great ihew of Courage, and arriving at the City of 


■Brixellum on the 


n 


his Forces before him, under the ConduX of 

worthy Commanders, particularly Suetonius and Cel- 
(us • who were very little refpeXed by the Soldiers, 

being.grown proud and infolent with the Thou 

an Emperor, imagining that no Man 
s than ne ought to have Command over them, 
he like want of Obedience was in the Annies of 


fo, he remain’d there, fend 


ft 




or creatine 


r. 




Vitd 


us 
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nd upon the fame Account * and both 


a- antes proceeded with fach Haile and Pre 
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and other Encounters, in a 

were 


confider 


Batt 





fouglu 


^ ft 


one nigh Placentia , another nigh Cremona s 
and a third nigh a Place call’d Cafior ; in all which 
O ho and the Romms had the Advantage, tho’ the 


d on both fid 


Rome 


Shortly after this % .Vakn> 
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till 

now 
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Other* 
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thrown* 



with great Courage and Bravery, and at the fir ft On- 
fet flew all the firft Rank, and won the Eagle, the Bat¬ 
tel continuing cruel and bloody on both Tides. The 
Annies were extreamly incumber’d with Trees and 
Hedges, To that they were oblig’d to fight with but 
foiaii Regularity, bearing down upon one another. 
Body to Body, Buckler to Buckler, hewing their 
Way with their Swords and Battle-Axes, after a con¬ 
fus’d dreadful manner,eachMan furioufly contending, 
as if the Event of the whole War depended upon his 
own Tingle Valour. At length the V.itelBawfks , both 
by their Numbers and Skill gain’d upon the Flank 
of their Enemies, and the Tr^torian Cohorts imme¬ 
diately betook themfelves to flight ; which fliortly 
after caufed the imire Defeat of the Othonians , who 
fled towards Bebriacum witfi great Gonfufion, and 
a miferahle Slaughter made by the Enemy, who 

thought it no Advantage to take many Prifo- 

* 


ners. 
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Chap.IV. O'THO VIII. 

* 

and Cowardice by fome Perfons about the Emperor, 
he immediately fell upon his Sword at Othds Feet ; 
at the fight of which he cried out, That he would caufe 

the Ruin of no more of fuch valiant and worthy Soldiers! 

the Soldiers ardent Affedion was fuch, that they 
flay'd not for any Comfort or Encouragement from 

their Emperor, but gathering all about him, endea¬ 
vour'd to animate and revive his Courage, telling 

him. That there were fill Forces fujficient both for his Re¬ 
venge and Security , and they would fuffer all imaginable 
Terils and Extremities for his fake, They who flood at 

a great diflance, life up their Hands, and befought 
him ,• the neareft embrac'd his Knees, efpecially Victim 
Firmus^tYiQVr^torianVrafebl^ befeeching him, Not to a- 

bandon fo true and deferving Soldiers } fo loving and faithful • 

an Army i averring, That it was a greater Infiance of 
Magnanimity to fufiain, than to avoid the heavy Shock 
of Fortune; that brave and valiant Men ftp port themfelves 
by Hope againfi Fortune; while cowardly and impotent Spi¬ 
rits by Fear , are fuddenly driven toDefpair. But not all 

their Perfwafions and Intreaties, nor all the apparent 
Probability of Succefs, if he would continue the War* 
could in the lead divert him from that Refolution he 
had now taken ,• a Refolution fo generous in its Na¬ 
ture, that fome Authors think it rather the EfFed of 
fome fudden Infpiration,than of any thing that could 
proceed from a Temper fo foft, and a Life fo effemi¬ 
nate as his. Having made filence, he courageoufly 
fpoke to them after this manner : I efleem this Day as 

far more happy and glorious than that wherein you made me 
Emperor y fince it has manifefied fitch fenfible Tokens of your 
Love and AffeBion, and fuch incontejlible Vroofs of your 
Duty and Loyalty y therefore I'befeecb you not to deny me 
this Favour , which is , to fuffer me to die jufily and honou¬ 
rably for the Safety of fo many b*ave Soldiers and worthy 
Citizens as you are, Tacre can be no Occafion for thofe Le¬ 
gions and Forces coming to my AJfifiance 9 fince the Enemy is 
neither Hannibal nor Pyrrhus ; therefore to hazard your 

'* Virtue 



i 



! 
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ft 

Vertue and Valour in Dangers wholly needlefsy is too dear a 
Turchaje of Life$ and the greater Hops you have of Succefs^ 
the more honourable will be my Death , as being voluntary , 
and not by any Conferaint. AJfure your {elves^ I had rather 
die than reign Emperor 9 fence 1 can never feo much advance 
the Roman State by Wars and Bloodshed , as by facrifecing 
my fee If for the Peace of it; and whereas others have fur cha¬ 
fed Fame and Glory by their well-governing and fupporting 
■ the Empire , 1 may reafonably expect a Name for leaving it , 
rather than to permit my Ambition to weaken or deftroy it . 

And thereforeI defer e that you won d take this as an undoubt¬ 
ed Proof of my Courage and Refolution 3 that I make no Com - 
plaints of hard Fortune or ill Succefs j for to blame either 
Gods or Men , implies a mean and indirect Defire of Living. 

After this Speech, in a courteous manner, he.de- 

iir'd the old Men, and requir'd the young to yield 

themfelves to VitelUus as foon as poffible, left by De-? 

lays they provok'd his further Difpleafure. Then re¬ 
buking the unreafonable Fears of thofe about him,. 
without any alteration in his Countenance, or figns 
of Fear in his Speech, he retir'd to his Chamber ^ 
where he writ two confolatory Letters to his Sifter, 
and onz toMefialina, who had formerly been marry'd 
to Neroy and whom he had defign'd for his own, re¬ 
commending his Memory and Afhes to her. After . 
v this he burnt fuch Letters and Papers as might be pre¬ 
judicial to any Perfon afterwards, and diftributed 
what Money and Jewels he had among his Friends 
and Domefticks. Being prepar'd in this manner, and 
refoiv'd to die,a Tumult arifing, he perceiv'd the Sol¬ 
diers flopping and upbraiding thofe who were going 
away, as Traytors and Deferters of their Sovereign, 

Nay then 5 laid he. Let us add this Night to our Life , and 

forbad all Violence to be us’djCommandinghis Cham¬ 
ber to be left open till it was very late, and ordering a 
free Entrance to all who defir'd to fee him. After 
which, the Doors being fecur'd, and having quench'd 

Ms Thirft with a draught of coldWater^ he took 
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2/W he woud pleafe to he their Ambajfador toY& 
lens and C^cinna, in order to obtain their Pardons . 




Fir 

l 

ginius alledged, That it woud he a high piece of Indifcreti* 
on> as well as Prefumption y to accept of the Empire from 
the Hands of a vanquijh'd Army , having refus'd the fame 



the German Legions before Nero\? Death , at a time 
when his Succefs wotid have been almofi unquefiionable j 

but finding the Soldiers eager and tumultuous, he 
gave ’em feme hopes of being their Ambaffador and 
Mediator, till he had retir’d into his Lodging, from 

whence he fuddenly withdrew to a private Place, till 

their Fury had fpent it felf. But Rubrius Gallus y a 


Perfonof confiderableNote, immediately undertook 

thsEmbaffy to Vitellms Captains, where Peace and 

Pardon was obtain’d for all the Soldiers and Com- 

. > 

manders overthrown at Belriacum , as alfo for thofe 


Senators who had accompany’d Otbo $ and were now 
at Mutina . And at Ro?ne y as foon as the Death of 
Otho was publifhed there, Flavius Sabinus 3 Praefecl 

of the City, affembi’d the Senators, who tho* they 

hated Vitellius y immediately pronounc’d him Empe¬ 
ror with the ufual Solemnities, giving him the Title 
of Augufius, and Pater P atria, with other honourable 
Epithets, refolving to return great Thanks both to 

Tho’ 

the 

Soldiers, who committed fuch Robberies and Out¬ 



turn and his Army for what they had done, 
at the fame time Italy was fevereiy harrafs’d 



rages, as exceeded all the Opprefltons of the mod 
calamitous War ; and in their Infolencies they made 
no diftinciion between Perfons or Things facred or 
profane. VitelRus was then in Gaul y and that he might 
do feme memorable A& of juftice before he went 
to Rome y he caus’d all the Praetorian Cohorts, who 


had been Inftruments in Gath a s Death, and Otho s 

f the 
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Advancement, to be duarm d and depriv’d 


0 



me and Honour of Soldiers, commanding alfo 
no of the mod Guilty to be put to Death, whom 
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difeover’d by their 
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ward for 
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rers, Scriveners, or Publicans as demanded Payment 

of his former Debts ,• of which Number one coming 
to falute him, he commanded him to be put to death 
immediately $ but his Mind fuddenly changing, he 
fentfor him back: But as this Adtion was applaud¬ 
ed by thofe about him as a fignal piece of Clemency* 
he caus’d him to be executed before his Face, de¬ 
claring, That he dejignd only to feed his Eyes with thi 

SfeSacle . Having condemn’d another to Death, he ex¬ 
ecuted his two Sons with him, only for their prefu* 
ming to intercede for their Father. A Roman Knight 
likewife being hal’d away tohisPunifhment, and cry¬ 
ing out to the Emperor, That he had made him his Heir | 
he caus’d him to produce his Will, and finding him- 
felf only Co-Heir with another Friend of the Tella- 
tors, to make the Inheritance fully fecure, he com¬ 
manded both to be executed. He likewife put feve- 
ral of the meaner fort to Death, only for deriding 
the Colours of fome Charioteers whom he favour’d, 

/ fuppofing that they did it in contempt of him, and 
that they durft not have been fo audacious, but upon 
the hopes of a Revolution. He was fufpedted alfo 
to have been acceffary to his Mother’s Death, having 
commanded that no Meat (hou’d be given her, under 
Pretence it wou’d injure her, by reafon of her Sick- 
nefs ,* being induc’d to this by the Predi&ions of an 
old Woman, whom he believ’d as an Oracle, and 

who had told him, That if he furvivd his Mother , ht 
Jlioud reign many Tears in Happinefs and Security . Thefe 

horrid Vices only feem’d to put him in mind of his 
exalted State, for elfe fo ftrange a Stupidity had feizd 
on him, that if others had not known him to be the 
Emperor,he himfelf would have foon forgot it. He 
accounted all bitter that was wholefome and bene If* 
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Tray tor . 


The more that Vefpafian declin’d his own 
Promotion, and the Ambition of an Empire, the 
more his Lieutenants endeavour'd to confirm in him 

of the Attempt, and the Duty incumbent upon 



him to free the State from an ufurping Tyrant, and an 

Army of Robbers, not Soldiers . Befides thefe private 
Counfels, Mutianus told him openly and in publicly 

That the Roman State TV as now fo miferably degenerated 
by means of its corrupt Governors, that after your atchiev 
'mg fo many glorious Exploits, you mufi exp eft no Safety | 
for how many renown d Perfons have of late been dejlroy d, 
only becaufe their Merits and Victories di/Hnguifljd 'em 
from theVulgar : So that formerly feekingthe Empire might 
have been term d Ambition and Treafonbut now the 


pire 


mu 


f be y 


our on 



Refuge and SanBuary. We rife not 




againjl Auguftus, a Perjon of that profound Infight and 


Prudence, nor againjl the wary old Age of Tiberius, nor 


againft the Houle of Caligula,Claudius andNzxo, rooted 
by Jo many Defcents into the Empire : Ton aljo gave place 


but to feep now, and 


to the Antiquity o/Galbab Family ; 

to abandon the State, to be thus abominably polluted, and 
mifrably ruind, is an unpardonable piece of Sloth and 
Cowardice', tho 9 your living in this Slavery, were always 


as fafe as it is difo on cur able . We are to meet an Enemy 
enervated with Licentioufnefs, Armies dijfolv d in Eafe and 
Luxury, and t he very March of our Forces will immediately 


difclofe ail the fecret Diftempers of the prefent Government : 


Nor do I rely more upon your Vigilance-and ConduB, than 
upon the Stupidity and Cruelty of Viteliius. 


And 


more 


than all, this our Caufe is far more jufiifiable in War 

than in Peace • for they who deliberate to rebel, have al¬ 
ready rebell’d. After this Speech, the reft came more 
boldly about him, exhorting and perfwading him 
and laying before him the Oracles and Prophecies 
and the favourable Afpeds of the Heavens 
finding all Ways ineffedual 


y 


j 


3 


tiil 

his Soldiers forc’d and 
compelled him with their drawn Swords, threat- 


y 


ning him with immediate Death if he refus’d the 

Empire^ 


Chap. IV. VITELLIUS IX. 

s 

Empire, as Jofephus and fome others teftifie. Where¬ 
upon Vefpafian took upon him the Imperial Authori¬ 
ty, and fhortly after all the Armies in the Eafi came 
to his Obedience and Service; as likewife did thofe 
of Mafia , Pannonia , Noricum and Dalmatia . All things 
fucceeding thus pfofperoufly on Vefpafian s fide, he 
call'd a Council of War,, with Mutianus t Alexander , 
and his SonTitus ,* where it was decreed, that Titus 
fhou’d continue the Wars againft the Jews ; that Mu- 
tianus with all poffible Diligence, (hon'd with the 
greateft part of the Legions enter Italy ; and that Vef¬ 
pafian & lou'd go to Alexandria to make Provifion from 
all Parts, and with a greater Power to pals over into 
Italy , there to join Mutianus , as Occafion (hon'd re 

quirfc it: All which Defigns were fpeedily and di 
ligently put in execution. 

At the fame time the Mcefian Legions hearing of 
Mu tianus s defign'd Expedition, chofe Antonins Primus 
for their Commander, an excellent Soldier, who had 


been banifh’d by.New,and reftor’d by Galba> and haft 


ned into Italy before Mutianus cou’d arrive 


either 


with Defign of (hewing their extraordinary Readi 
nefs to ferve Vefpafian , or in hopes of getting the Plun¬ 
der of that Country. Great Preparations on the Em 


peror's fide were made againft all thefe threatning 

Storms, and tho' he himfelf was fo. bury’d in Luxury, 

as to have but fmall Concern for the Publick, yet his 
two chief Commanders, Valens and Crecinna^ at firft 

us'd great Diligence and Expedition, both in oppofmg 

the coming down of Antony from Mafia, and in pre 


venting the landing of Mutianus , whom they exped- 
ed fhortly in Italy. But as Antony had already enter'd 
the North-ffiefi Parts of Italy, Cacinria with the prin¬ 
cipal Forces of Vitdlius , haftned his March towards 

him, and arriv'd at Cremona, not far diftant from 


the Enemy; but confidering the Effeminacy of 



C 



he hearkned to the friendly Advice lent him 
Antony , and perfuaded his Soldiers, not to truft 

(0 
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ViteUius was wallowing in all manner of Luxury 
and Excefs, when the News of this great Defeat was 
brought to him y at which he was fo extreamly ftartl’d 

ridicu- 

i 

a little 


and irrefolute, that he became defpicable and 


Ions to all Men. But at la ft rouzing himfelf a 
from his drowfie Life,and intoxicating Pleafures, he 
order’d Julius Trijcm , and Alphenus Varus, with what 


Forces he cou’d procure, to guard the narrow Paffage 


of the Ap 


Mountains 


5 



prevent Amony 


March to' Rome, referving confiderable Forces to fe- 
cure the City under his Brother Lucius . At laft 
through the inftant Importunities of his Army lying 


at Mevania, afl turning a great Train of Senators , par tly 
upon Suit, and principally upon Fear, he repair’d 
to his Camp irrefohne of himfelf, and obnoxious to 
all unfaithful Counfels. Nothing appear’d more rid! 


culous to the Ron 


than to fee their Pi 


and 


Commander without Skill in Arms, void of Dire 
ftion and Counfel, demanding of others in what Ol¬ 


der to march, what Diligence was requir’d for Difco- 
veries, what Means was tp be obferv’d to carry on the 
War, and upon every flying Rumour fearful in Coun¬ 


tenance, and trembling in Body, and befides 


molt 

At length growing weary of his 
Camp, and undemanding of the Revolt of his Fleet 


commonly d 


at Ml fen urn, 


return’d to Rome, ever fearful of the 


laft Blow, and always carelefs of the principal Con¬ 
cern. But his Fears daily increafing, he thought of 
Compofition with Vefpafian; and being offer’d by 


I 


from Antony and Mu 


if he wou’d 



o 

V 


ly refign the Empire, his Life fhou’d be grant¬ 
ed him,- and a Place and a Revenue fufficient for his 

Maintenance ,* hereupon in December, he departed 

gt. with his Ser- 


out of his Palace in deep Mourning, 
vants all fad and weeping about him, and his little 
Son carry’d in a fmall Chair, sis if it were to his Bu¬ 
rial. All Perfons that had any Sehfe of Human Infta« 



were mov’d at this Obi eft 


* 


fee an E m p 




rot 
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ror of Rome , juft before Lord of the Univerfe, to a- 

bandon the Seat of his Command and Fortune, and 
to fink to nothing. Tacitus obferves, that fudden Vi¬ 
olence deftroy'd Julius Cafar, and fecret Confpiracy 

Night and the obfcure Corner of a Coun- 

try-Houfe cover’d Nero s Flight/ Vifo and Galba dy'd 

were in the Field, but ViteUius in the Affembly 



Vi 


\ 


of his own People, and amidft his own Soldiers. Ha 
ving utter d feme Words agreeable to hisprefent Mifi 

fortune. That he gave Tlace in regard of Teace , and the 
Good of the Repubhck, only defiring them to retain fowe Re¬ 
membrance ofhimy and take pity of his Brother , his Wifi 


i -- ;/ # * 

Vitellius and young Children 


* 


5 


length overcame with Tears 




firs to re - he offer'd his Sword to CtecMus the Conful, furren 

fign the 


Empire 


4 • 


dring thereby the Power of Life and Death over the 
Citizens. Which whenthe Conful refus'd to accept, 

departed, protefting, That he wond lay doivn all his 

the Temple ^Concord, and fo as a private 





a 


Regalities in 

Man retire to his Brother s Houfe • but being flopp'd by 
fome who cry’d out, That he himfelf was poncord, 

he return'd, and not only protefted that he retain'd 
his Sword, but that he alfo accepted of che Surname 

of Concord 3 and fo repair'd to his Palace. 

Vitellius the next Day taking Courage from the 
Promifes and Proteftations of the Soldiers and Citi¬ 
zens, chang’d his Determination; which extremely 

mov d Sabinus , Gov 


b 


of the City, as having 
forward in promoting the Refignation ; 

d underftandiog that fome of Vitellius’ s Party came 

, he by the Inducement 


to murder him 


Houfe 


of his Friends, with lome Senators and E 


mites 


feiz’d 


/ 


on the Capitol, , and was immediately befieg'd by the 
Vitellian Soldiers ; fo that Rome , as well as Italy , now 

felt the fatal Miferies of Civil Contefts. The next 

* % 

Morning the Capitol was affauked with great Fury'; 
but it being weakly provided, it was defended with 


no Courage nor Order: And as in fuch fudden Mif- 

fortunes it often happens, that all will dire# and 

' ' " ‘' " ■ . . ’ command 
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command, and few will obey and execute ,• 
means of ill fighting, and worfe directing, after a 
bloody Conteft, the Capitol was enter’d by Force, and The Ga¬ 
by the Fury of the Soldiers, that glorious Edifice was v l jtoUumt 


laid in Allies; the moft deplorable Misfortune, as Ta 
citus fays, and the moft deteftable Accident that ever 
befel the Roman People fince the City was founded. 
During this Combat and Conflagration Vitellim was 
feafting in the Palace of Tiberius , and with great Plea- 
fare beheld all the Paffages in that difmal Spe&acle. 

Young Domitian 3 Nephew to Sabinus 3 and Son to Vef- 

fafian , efcap’ d by Flight, in the Habit of a Prieft, but 
all the reft were put to the Sword, except Sabinus 


t he femi 
time ; 


whom the Soldiers took Prifoner, and fliortly after 
executed him by the Command of Vitellius . Soon af¬ 
ter the Death of Sabinus , Vitellius , underftanding of 

Antony s March towards Rome , and of Mutianuss Ar¬ 
rival in Italy 3 he again began to feek for Peace, and 




fent Letters and Meffengers to Antony to beg for a 


Compofure 


and he grew fo timerous and dejecfted 


3 


that he like wife fent the Veftal Virgins, as in a Cafe 

of the greateft Extremity. But Antony being imag’d 
at the Death of Sabinus 9 and the Deftru&ion of the Ca¬ 
pita/, wou’d hearken to no Treaty, nor come to any 
Compofition, but continu’d his March even to the 
Walls of Rome 3 where the Vitellian Forces expected 
him, refolutely determining to defend themfelves to 
the laft. S 6 there being both within and without 
numerous Armies of the beft Soldiers in the World 
Antony attack’d the City on three fides, and the Vi 
telliam fally’d out in as many and there began at 


* 


$ 


each of em the moft cruel Battel that ever the Romans 

«« 

fuftain’d, the Flavians being elevated by their former 
Conquefts, and the Vitellians fupported by Fury and 
Defpair. After the Battel had continu’d awholeDay, 
the latter were driven into the City, and a dread¬ 
ful Slaughter of’em made in the Campus Martius , and 

jn all the Streets. The People flood by and look’d 

on 




*' * 
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Befides the Soldiers, the Mob and beggarly Scum of 
the People, now with the foremoft, grew trium¬ 
phant in Plundering and Villaniesj fome of the 
lewdeft Bond-men voluntarily difcover’d their weal¬ 
thy Mafters; fome were detected by their neareft 
Friends ; dreadful Lamentations and Outcries were 
heard in every Street, and the City appear’d as a 
Place expos’d and abandon’d to the furious Ravages 
of a mercilefs Enemy: Infomuch'that the Infolen- 

cies occafion’d by the riotous Soldiers of Otho and 
Vitellms , fo much detefted before, were now accoun¬ 
ted inconfiderable Evils, comparatively with the pre- 
fent Calamities, Among many Perfons of the high- 
eft Rank, the late Emperor’s Brother Lucius was put 
to Death ,* a Perfon in Vices equal to his Brother* 
yet far more vigilant in his Reign ,• and not fo much 
Partaker with him in his Profperity, as violently 
carry’d away with the Current of his Adverfity. 

But fhortly after, at the Arrival of Mutiams to t the 

City, and the Return of Domitian , who had abfcon- 

ded fince the Death of his Uncle Sabinus , and the 
burning of the Capitol the Murders and Ravages in 
the City ceas’d, and there began fome Order to ap¬ 
pear in the State. 

The Senate was affembl’d, and Vtfpafian declar’d Vefpafwn 
Emperor by the unanimous Confent of all, the Lex made Em* 
• Regia being renew’d to him in particular ,* and the P f9r ' 
fame Power which Auguftus , Tiberius and the reft en¬ 
joy’d, was confirm’d to him as Hereditary. A Frag¬ 
ment of this Law is ftill extant $ which, by reafon 
of its /hewing the Extent of the Authority of Vefpa- 
fan , and all other Emperors, I have here inferted as 

follows: Let it be lawful for him to make a League 
with whom he pleafes s as it was lawful to Divus Augu¬ 
ftus, Tiberius Julius Cacfar Auguftus, and Tib. Clau¬ 
dius CaTar Auguftus Germanicus, &c. As alfo to 
hold the Senate , make Report , difmifs } and make Sena- 

tufconfuka by Reporting and Separation § at it was law - 


♦ 


10O 


* 


«N 







ook 
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fid to Divas Auguftus, Tiberias Ju. Crfar Auguftus 
and Tiberius Claudius Csdar 





Germanicus* 

Moreover, when as by his Will, Authority, Command , or 
Mandate , or he being prefent, the Sen,ate jhall be afjmbled# 
it (hall be as ejfe&ual, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if the. 
Senate had been afjembfd or held by Law. Moreover 


whomloever he jhall commend to the Roman Senate or Peo 


$ 


rxQ 



e, that fit and for any 



Power 


y 


Command, or 


Charge 


or to whomfoever he (hall give or promife his Sufi* 


frage, let him be confidedd beyond the ufiml Form in the 
Comiria. As alfo it may be lawful for him to in large the 
Pomaerium, if he think it convenient for the Common * 
wealth, or agreeable to the Majefiy of all Things Divine 
or Humane , 



or Private, let him have Right and 
Authority to acl and do, fo as it was lawful for Divus 


• Auguftus, Tiberius Ju. Caftar Auguftus, and Tiberius 
Claudius Crefar Auguftus Germanicus. Moreover# 

from fuch Laws and Plebifcita as it was Ordain d 


that 

Divus Auguftus, Tiberius Ju. Caefar Auguftus, and 
Tib. Claudius Caefar Aug. Germanicus (koud be freed 

from thofe Laws and Plebifcita, let the Emperor Cari’ar 
Vefpafcm be freed. And what Things fo.ev.er* by what 


'Law or Rogatio foever Divus Auguftus, Tiberius Ju* 
Csefar Auguftus, and Tib. Claudius Gefar Auguftus 
Germanicus ought to do, let it be lawful for the Emperor 

Auguftus to do them all. ' Moreover# 
;er that before the Rogatio of this' Law 

, decreed or commanded by the Emperor 



xi a r 


what Things 

acled. 



were 




ar Vefpalian Auguftus, or by any other 


y 



virtue 


of his Command or Mandate, let them be held as'Juft and 
Valid, as if they had been J one by Command of the People 

or Commons. After which follows the Sanction in thefe 

Words. If any P erf m by Virtue of this Law has done, or 
Jhall do any thing againft the Laws , Roganones, 

feita. 


Plebi 



or Senatufconfuka, or (hall not do what he oug 
to have done according to any Law, Rogatio, PSebifcitum 
or Senatufconfultum, and that by Virtue of this Law 


$ 


S 


l§t no Damage from thence happen to him j neither let him 


om 


» 

} 




t 






began to confider and reflect on the mighty Power 
of the Romans, and at length approv’d rather of a 
fervile Peace, than a dangerous and fatal War • Ce - 

real® alfo gave the Trevlri a great Overthrow, and 
rnoft of the Revokers return’d to Obedience. Short- 
ly after which, he came to a general Battel with 

Civ His, and his Affociate Cla ficus ; in the Beginning 

of which he was much overpower’d, for the Legions 
began to be broken, the Cavalry were put to Flight, 
and his Bridge over the River Mo fella poffefs’d by the 
Enemy ,• yet after all thefe great Disadvantages, Ce¬ 
real® by his extraordinary Care and Diligence re¬ 
cover’d all ,* and not only routed the Enemy, but 
alfo took and deftroy’d their Camp. Mutknus and 
Domitian receiv’d News of this Succefs before theiq 
Arrival at the Alps, and Mutianus diffwaded the o- 
ther againft proceeding in their March, well know¬ 
ing his ambitious and haughty Temper, which al¬ 
ready- fad difclos’d it felf to the difquieting of the 
City ; but his Advice not Succeeding, he went with 
him as far as Lyons , out of Compliance, from whence, 
as it is Said, Domitian wrote privately to Cereal®, to 
deliver up his Army to hiqi, that he might have an 

Opportunity of rebelling againft his Father, or of ri¬ 
valling his Brother Titus. But perceiving that he was 
contemn’d upon the account of his Youth, he care¬ 
fully betook himfelf to fuch Courfes as might belt 
conceal his Defigns. Shortly after Civilis recruited 
and augmented his Forces throughout Germany, and 
Cereal ® alfo doubled his Strength ; whereupon feve^ 
ral engagements enfu’d, the effects of which was at 
laft an Accommodation. For the Batavians were fo 
Severely chaftis’d,. that they gladly accepted of a 

Peace, as well as Civilis of a Pardon, both of which 
were freely offer’d by the Roman General. 

During the time of thefe violent Commotions in The fir ft E 
Germany and Gaul, thofe Scythians call’d Sarmata fud- ™tt****t 

deftly pafs’d the River Ifier into' Mafia > and purSu’d 

O tneir thnu 


# 
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and 


as our Bleffed Saviour told his Difciples ,fuch 

never banned from the Creation of the World to that time 

nor never Jhottld again . Famines, Plagues, Earthquakes 
Prodigies in Heaven and Earth, Voices, Armies fight 
ing in the Air, and a Flaming Sword hanging 

Jertifalem 7 were fo many fatal Prcfages of 


3 


3 


V* 


ftructtion of that 


glorious 


De- 

City and Temple now 


threatned by the Roman Eagles: And certainly there 
never was a more fignal Inftance of a fevere Vifitati- 
oti from Heaven upon a People, who by their obfti- 
mate Blindnefs and Impieties, had made thernfelves 
moft miferable Obje&s of Divine Wrath, and fully 
ripen’d thernfelves for Vengeance. BeforeT^/s Ex¬ 
pedition againil Jemfakm, ths Jews were grievoufly 
embroil’d in Factions and Diffentions, deftroying 
and fobbing one another in all Parts,* at length great 

Numbers turning open Robbers, they gather’d toge 
ther in whole Troops, committing fuch Ravages and 
Cruelties, as equaled all the Misfortunes they re¬ 
ceiv’d from the Romans. Afterwards the Robbers 
loaden with Pillage and Plunder, broke into Jeruf 


s 


» 


lem it felf, where they not only confum’d the Provi- 

fions of the People, but fill’d the City with mifera¬ 
ble Slaughters, Rapines, and Diffentions. They caft 
the Principal of the Citizens into Prifon, and then 
put ’em to Death unheard • pretending that they de- 
lign’d to have betray’d the City to the Romans ; yet 

after all thefe horrid Impieties, they boafted of Zeal 
for the Law ofGod,and theCuftoms of theirCountry, 
and thereupon were term’d Zealots . Finding the 
People were ready to oppofe ’em with Arms, they 
retir’d to the Temple, where they made an ignorant 
Fellow call’d Vhanias Hlgh-Prieft, tho’ he was not of 
the Sacerdotal Order,* but they were fharply refitted 
by Ananas the High Prieft, who procur’d the People 

'em, and forc’d ’em into the inward 


to rife 


a gain Pc 


Part of the Temple. Upon which Exigency they 
fent to the Idmnreans^ accufing Ananas of wickedly de~ 

figning 


4 


> 
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jtgnivg the betraying of his Country , and imploring their 
Afllftance, fince they themfelves, who fought for the Li¬ 
berty of it) were now clofly befiegd. The Idumreans im¬ 
mediately came to the Number of Twenty thoufand 
Men, who being let into the City by Means of the 

Zealots , together with them committed moft infup- 
portable Outrages againft the miferable Inhabitants. 
They maffacred eight thoufand the firft Night, and 
afterwards twelve thoufand of the Nobility, among 
whom was Ananus , befides an infinite Number of the 
common Sort ; but at length the Idum&ans perceiv¬ 
ing the Impieties of the Zealots , and that they had 

faifly accus’d the Nobility, fet at Liberty two thou¬ 
fand whom they had imprifon’d, and return’d home. 
After whofe Departure, the Zealots renew’d their 
Rapines and Slaughters, and rag’d more cruelly than 
ever, efpecially againft fuch as endeavour’d to fly 

to the Romans . 
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affaulted the other Parties ; fo that at length the Fa¬ 
ctions were reduc'd to Two, that under John con- 
fifting of 8400, and the other under Simon of 10000 
fighting Men, befides 5*000 Idumreans. Not with- 

Handing the Enemy was at the Walk, and to op- 

5 


pofe them they generally joyn’d their Forces 


upon all Intermifiions they violently ragd 

c « ■* 1 » n < ✓s J • 


gainft 


each other, and both againft the Citizens; fo that 
never any City in the Worid was more feverely ha- 
rafs’d without, and more miferably torn within. 

The City being ftrongly fortify'd with three Walls 
on every fide, except where it was fenc'd with deep 

Vallies, Tim found great Difficulties in the, Siege, 
but having with much Oppofition plac’d his En^ 
gines, he batter’d the outward Wall, and breaking 




th 


& 


ird Day of May poffefs’d all the North 


sn on 

Part, as far as the Tower of Antoni us , and the Val 
ley of Cedron. All this time he fhew’d great Cle 

mencv to the 


A (fur 



a n d 


gave 


of Pardon and 


all imaginable 
Treatment if they 


d fubmit; but-foobftinate were the Jews, that 


they refus’d all Cond 


ad judg’d his generous 


Humanity to be nothing but Cowardice 
afpe rated the 
Fiercenefsand 


This ex- 

Romans to proceed with the greater 

rity : fo that God and Man, Hea- 


d Earth feern’d to fi 


qap 



ion. 


inft this wretched 
Five Days after Titus broke through the fe- 
cond Wall, tho’ the Belieaed made divers Sallies, and 
drove him out again • 


yet on 


fourth Day 



e re 


d the Place, a 



w men 


third Wall. . 

• • 

Country-men to exhort ’em to yield 
the powerful and pathetical Perfwa! 



3 


a 



fo 

People who had b 
higheft Deg 


iy with Scons and Reproaches 


3 


Titus refoiv d to ille w no Mercy to a 


c * 

v 



w V 


perfidious and Rebel 

i 

d now ftubborn and 1 


fe 1 e fs 


beyond all 

* > * 


Example and Belief. 
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uw 


Citizens de 
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figning to efcape out of the City* John and Simon 
flopp’d up all Paffages ,• yet the Famine increafing 


9 

9 


great Numbers ftole out* who being taken by Titus 
he caus’d them to be all crucify’d,infomuch that Room 
was wanting for Croffes, and Croffes for Perfons. 
On the 12th of May , Tim began four Mounts for his 
Battering-Rams $ two nigh theCaftle Antonia, where 
he was in hopes of taking the Temple* and two nigh 
the Monument of John the High-Prieft, where he 


fuppos’d he might break 


the upper Part of the 


City with greateft Facility. But John , whofe Office 

was to oppofe the Romans about the Caftle Antonia , 

with great Bravery fally’d out, caft down the Ram¬ 
parts, and deftroy’d ’em ,* and two Days after Simon 



with as much Courage burnt-up the other, tho 
venteen Days had been fpent in finifhing ’em all. Fie 
like wife deftroy’d many Rams and Engines, andcou- 
rageoufly preffing forward broke into the very Camp 
of the Romans j but was valiantly repuls’d by Titus , 
from Antonia , who in a Council of War now refolv’d 
to compafs the whole City with a Trench, which 
with incredible Diligence and Celerity, was finish’d 
in three Days, with thirteen Forts both to hinder 
the Flight of the Befieged, and to prevent all Relief 
coming into the City from abroad 


The Seditious feem’d nothing mov’d at this, 


tho 5 

the Famine not only rag’d among the common Sort, 
but like wife began to afflid them ,* and fuch a Mor 


tality enfu'd, that from the 14 th of April , to the firft 
of July 115080 Carcaffe? of the poorer Sort, were 

carry’d out to be bury’d at the publick Charge, as 


Titus was inform d by 


Mi 


* 


who was ap 


pointed to pay the Money. Divers Noble Men alfo 

fled to him, certify’d him that 600000 of the or¬ 


dinary Rank 


C7p 
V Ks 


caft dead out of the Gates 


and 


thers who dy’d befid 


es 


were innumerable : and that 


201 






when io many dy’d as they were notable to bury 

’em, they gather’d their Bodies together into the 

greateft 





f 
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but the Wall of the inward Part was too ftrong for 
the battering Rams, and the Defendants valiantly 
refilled th q Romans from the Top ; neither cou’d the 
Foundation of the Gates be undermin’d ; therefore 
: Titus was oblig’d to fet 'em on fire. Yet it was his 
Refolution to fave the Temple; but on the tenth of 
Augufij a certain Soldier, againft the Command of 
his General, excited by feme divine Fury, caft Fire 
into the Buildings on the North Side, which catching 
hold of the Temple, notwithftanding theutmoft En¬ 
deavours of Titus to the contrary, the triumphant 
Flames confum’d that Edifice, which was the moft 
glorious and mo ft beautiful that the World ever faw. 

The fight of this extream Mi s f° rtune 3 put a hid¬ 
den Damp to all the Courage and Fury of the Jews , 
now neither efteeming their Lives nor Forces, ha¬ 
ying loft that for which they fought: The loud 
Outcries, and miferable Lamentation of the People 
eccho’d from all the adjacent Mountains; and many 
familh’d and expiring Perfons, whofe Eyes Death 
had already clos’d, reaffum’d new Strength, and 
open’d their Eyes to bewail the glorious Temple, 
which they now jbeheld all in Flames. Titus was im¬ 
mediately Muted Iterator by his Soldiers, and the Se¬ 
ditious fled into the City ; where they defir’d a Parly 
with the General himfelf, who highly blam’d ’em foe 
their Obftinacy, but promis’d them their Lives upon 

immediate Submiffion. But refufing to rely upon his 
Promifes, they demanded Liberty to depart the City 
with their Wives and Children; which fo extreamly 
enrag’d 7*^,that he commanded it to be proclaim d 

by a Cryer, That they were not any longer to expect any 

Mercy . Whereupon he permitted his Soldiers to plun¬ 
der and burn the City; but the Seditious Tyrants re¬ 
tir’d to the King’s Palace, where many haddepofited 
their Wealth, and from thence repell’d the Romans? 
They likewife kill’d 6400 of their own Country¬ 
men^ and rifling the Money, betook themfelves to the 





flouriih’d under Gods 


Band above 


the Second Year of Vafo^hn s Reign 


3 



Years* 
Years 

after our Saviour’s Crucifixion ; and never any Siege 
the World was more memorable* the Captives a- 
mountinato 97000, and thofe who perifh’d in the 


l to 97 

Siege 1 rococo 


» 
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ding 


was the Guilt of our Sav 
and fo abominable wei 



So heavy 


upon the J 


$ 







Vices, that we 
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the Romm had not come againft them, the City 
wou’d have been fwallow d up by the Earth, or have 

perifh’d by fome Deluge, or elfe by Thunder-Bolts 

and Lightnings, have born the Punifhmentsof Sodom , 
whole Inhabitants they exceeded in Wickednefs. 
Here ended the temporal State and Government of 
thsj ews ; and that Province, which had been go¬ 
vern’d by the Romms as their Friends, and in a great 
meafure free 8 , was now made Captives ,• and the Jews 
themfelves were made Slaves, banifh’d, fold, and dis¬ 
pers’d throughout all the Parts of the World. 

The War being thus finifh’d, great Rejoycings 

were made at Rome, and all Mens Mouths were 
fill’d with the Praifes of Titus, who not only had 
fhewn himfelf a moft expert Commander, but like- 
wife had flain twelve Men with his own Hands; 
and a Triumph was decreed by the Senate, both to 
him and his Father, becaufe the beginning of the 

Jewijh War had been fo worthily manag’d by him. 
Therefore Titus leaving all things in good Order in 
the Eafi y he return’d to Rome 9 being receiv’d with 
the univerfal Applaufes of the whole City, and with¬ 
in a few Days after, both the Father and Son enter’d 
upon their Triumph, which was as folemn and mag¬ 
nificent as Rome ever faw. For the Spe&acles there 
exhibited, both for Number, Variety, and Richnefs* 
were admirable in all things which Human Invention 
cou’d poffibly fupplyj and almoft all things that ever 
were efteem’d valuable or beautiful among Men, a- 
bounding in Riches and Profperity, were that Day 
expos’d in the Triumph ; largely manifefting the 
mighty Wealth and Dominions of the Romans . A- 
mong the rich Spoils, were expos’d vaft quantities of 
Gold taken out of the Temple ; after which was car¬ 
ry’d the Jews Law, the laft, and not the leaft remar¬ 
kable of all the Spoils. This was the firft time that 
Rome ever faw the Father and Son Triumph together. 

Tttus had alfo the Title of Cafar given him, and a 

Trium- 









ture, that they fiiould difcharge their Duties with¬ 
out any Shoes at ali ,* after which they were oblig’d 
toperform thofe Journeys hare-foot. He took a more 
than ordinary care in purging and reforming thofe 
two moll: honourable .Orders of Men, the Senators 
and Equites , of both which he took a general and ftrid 
View, they having been much exhaufied by infinite 
Maffacres, and abominably corrupted by the Me¬ 
thods of the preceding Emperors. Of v thefe he fear- 
lefly turn’d out all fuchas he found unworthy of their 
Places and Dignities, and fupply’d their Places wjth 
. the inoft honourable and deferving Perfons he cou’d 
procure, either in Italy or the diftant Provinces. 
He likewife ftri&ly examin’d into all the Courts of 
Judicature, where he found the Number of Procef- 
fts and Suits of Law fwcll’d to fuch an unreafonable 
Bulk, that old Actions were left undetermin’d by a 
long Vacation and Intermiffion of Juftice, and by 
an Acceffion of new Cornells arifing from the Tu¬ 
mults and Diforders of the late unhappy Times. To 
remedy which Grievance, he ele&ed certain Perfons 
fey Lot, and qualify’d them as Judges, to reftore 
fuch to the Poffeffion of their Eftates, as had been 
unjuftly difpoffefs’d during the Wars. Thefe were 
likewife to determine extraordinarily in Caufes be¬ 
fore the Centumviri , which Caufes were become fo 
exceffively numerous and tedious, that a Client cou’d 
feldom hope to fee his Suit finifli’d; and alfo to re¬ 
duce and digeft them into a far lefsCompafs ; for which. 
Purpofe many new and excellent Laws were made. 

While the Emperor took fuch great Care in the 
main Affairs of the State, he was no lefs bufily em¬ 
ploy’d about the Buildings of the City and other 
Places: And whereas Rome had loft much of its 

i 

Splendor and Magnificence by the late Ruins and 
Conflagration, he much hafteffd the re edifying of 
all former Structures ,* and if the Proprietors neg- 

le&ed to build in any competent Time, he permit¬ 
ted 
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ted any other Perfon that pleas’d* to enter and take 
Poffeffion of the Ground where they flood. But the 

Capitol was- his principal Concern, in the rebuilding 
of which, for the greater Encouragement to others^ 
hehimfelf was the firft.that began the Work, and 
carry’d out the firft Rubbifh upon hisown Shoulders, 
caufing his Mobility to follow his Example, 8 
which means he caus’d it to be finifti’d in a fhorc 
Time, and that more beautiful and ftately than ever 
it had been. He moreover rais’d federal new Edifi¬ 
ces of great Charge and Magnificence, particularly 
the Temple of Peace beforemention’d, not far from 
the main Forum ; and the Temple of Claudius upon 



Mount Callus, which had been beguri by the Em 
prefs Agrippina, but was almoft entirely demolifffd 
by Nero. He built befides a mofl ftately Temple to 
the Goddefs Fallas, the Workmanfhip of which was 
fo rich and exquifite, that it furpafs’d all that Rome 
ever (aw: In the Paintings, Carvings, and Inlay¬ 
ings, the hloft excellent Workmen in the World,; 
whofe Arts were then at the higheft; fhew^d their 
great Skill, and left Memorials of their Fame: And, 
Jofephm affuresus, that Men came from all Parts of 


the World, to vie w the Riches and Rarities of this 
Temple. He alfo built a famous Amphitheater in 
the midft of the City, of firiguhr and admirable 
Workmanfhip, the Ruins and Relicks bf which’ 
remain to this Day. 

wonderful Largenefs and Magnificence, round 





was a noble Building of 


Hi 



Form, as if two Theaters were join’d together 
two half Circles, in the middle or which wer 6 re 
prefented famous Shows, Spectacles, Wreftlings, 
Fightings with wildBeafts, and Combats of Gladia¬ 
tors ,* and all Things were form’d and contriv’d With 
fo much Arty that the Seats were capable of an' infi 
nice Number of People,, without any Hindrance or. 
inconvenience to each other. As the late Fires had 
deftroy’d many Records relating to the Pibliek, h^ 
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arid cot down on both fides, and a commodious 
•Way made to pafs through them. For the feverai 
Provinces cf the Empire, Vejpafian took care of their 
Eftablifhment with great Prudence and Vigour ; and 
like a Prince, and excellent Governor, fettled all 
Affairs to the Honour of the Roman State, and the 
•Tranquility of the Inhabitants. He made great Alte¬ 
rations in many Parts of his Dominions, in which 
he often met with many Troubles and Difficulties, 
but mo ft of all from Antiochus , King of Comagena, in 
the fourth Year of his Reign ,• who, together with 
his Son Epiphanes> was accus’d by Cafcnnius Patui, 
Governor of Syria, of holding private Ccrrefpon- 
dence with Vologefits , King of Part hi a, patus repre¬ 
sented to the Emperor, That if this Matter was not 

timely prevented^ it might Jhortly come to an open Revolt , 

which might give Difiur.banceto the whole Roman Empire, 

Whereupon Vefpofim gave Orders to Pat us to pro¬ 
ceed 






£eed as he thought expedient ; and fhortly after, this: 

Governor invaded the Province of Comagena with 

a confiderable Force, where he met with no great 
Refiftance: For Antiochus fearing too much to exaf- 
perate a powerful Nation, after fome few Marches, 
quitted his Country, and fled with his Wife and 
Daughters into Cilicia ,* which fo clifcourag’d his Ar* 
tny, that defpairing to preferve his Kingdom, they 
join'd with the Romans . His two Sons, after fome 

vigorous Struggles and Efforts, finding no Security in 

their Father’s Country, fled into Parthia to Vologefus . 

But Antiochus was furpriz’d in Cilicia by Vat us, who 
Ihortly after caus’d him to be arrefted, and fent him 
bound towards Rome ; but Vefyafian generoufly pre¬ 
vented all ill Treatment towards the King, confider- 
ing more the ancientFriendfhip between them, than 
&ny Offences which gave Occafion to this War, and 
therefore he caus’d him to be loos’d, and to continue 
Lacedamon, where he allow’d him a Revenue (ui- 

table to his Royal Dignity, This unexpeded Ufage 

caus’d his Sons to ufe the Mediation of Vologefus to 
procure a Reconciliation with the Emperor; which 

prov’d fo effectual, that both Father and Sons were 

fliortly after fent for to Rome , where they were cour- 
teoufly receiv’d, and remain’d there in great Splen¬ 
dour and Honour. But they loll their Dominions; 
for the Kingdom of Comagena from henceforward 

became a Province of the Roman Empire. 

About the fame time the Eaftern Parcs of the Em* ihefeamd 

pire were in fome Confirmation, by reafon of a dan- 
gerous Irruption of the Alani, a barbarous People of °^ ern ^ am 
the Scythians, inhabiting about the River Tanais , and tUm. 
the Lake Maoris, who in vaft Numbers abandon’d A . D* 
their own barren Country, and by the Affiftance of 7 3 a 
the King of Hyrcania, invaded the Kingdom of Me¬ 
dia, There having made great Devaftations in this 
populous and opulent Country, they forc’d Paco- 
rus 3 the King ? to betake himfeif to his Arongeft 

P % Town* 
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Town, where, with great difficulty, he redeem'd his 
Wife and Concubines with a hundred Talents. 

t the 

after great Ravages* 


From thence thefe formidable People pafs’d 

Kingdom of Armenia, where, 


Tiridates the King met them with a confiderable Ar 


my 


But in the firft Encounter Tiridates was over 


thrown, and with extraordinary Hazards, efcap’d, 
being taken alive in Battel ,* for having caft a Rope 
about his Neck, they were dragging him amongft 
his,Enemies, but he happily cut the Rope in pieces 
with his Sword, and fled. The dangerous Succefs 


and Progrefs of this ba barous Nation fo alarm'd the 
Roman State, that Vefpafian thought fit to fend his 
Son Titus to chaftife their Infolence, and relieve a 
King that was his Vaffal and . Ally. Titus with a 


powerful Force march’d 


far 


the City of Anti 

and 




och , when the Report of fo potent an Enemy 
fo expert a Commander, fo terrify'd their confus'd 
andundifciplin'd Armies, that they foon retir'd in¬ 
to their own Country, carrying away vaft Numbers 
of Men and Cattle. This is the fecond memorable 
Irruption of the Northern barbarous Nations, fome 

over-ran and ruin’d the Rc~ 




of which, in after Ages 
man Empire. In the following Year Vefpafian joyn’d 
his Son Titus with him in Quality of Cenfor , and they 
made the laft publick Cenfus in the Empire; in which 
Tliny obferves, thatfeveral Perfons were found of an 
extraordinary Age, particularly two of 



5 ° 

great Affairs of the 
State with ail the Wifdom and Vigour of a mighty 


Vefpafian (till proceeded 


Emperor, and 


Kindnefs and Clemency of a 


merciful good natur'd-Man. His Courtefy and Cle 
inency appear'd conftantly, both in his publick Ad 
miniftration, and in his private Affairs 



that 

fcarce one innocent Perfon was punifh'd throughout 


his whole Reign 



any fuffer'd, it was wholly 


without his Defign and Knowledge. He always 
fhew’d himfelf very different from feveral of his 

Prede- 
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Fredeceffors ,* for he was fo far from indulging him- 
felf in the Deflrudion of any Man, that he could 
not to much as look upon the Sufferings of a Crimi¬ 
nal, without fignifying his Compaflion by his Sighs 

and his Tears. Hthidlm Prifcus , the Pra:tor, the on¬ 
ly Perfon that faluted him by the bare Name of Vef- 

pafan, after his return from Syria, and one who made 

no mention of the Emperor in his Edids publiftfd 
during hisX)ffice, cou'd not provoke him by thefe 
open Affronts,* till at length in his moil infolent Al¬ 
tercations, he endeavour'd to make him no better 
than an ordinary Man: Yet after all, though he was 
banifh’d before, and Orders iffu d out afterwards for 
his Execution, the Emperor fent to countermand all 
Proceedings againft him, and would have undoubt¬ 
edly preferv'd him, had he not been deceiv'd with 
a falfe Intelligence of his Execution before the Ar¬ 
rival of his Meffengers. But the mod remarkable 
Criminal in this Reign was Julies Submits , who 
audacioufly proclaim’d himfelf to be Cafar, and 
accordingly took up Arms to vindicate his Title • 
but was at length lupprefs’d, and brought Prifoner 
to Rome. Several Interceffions were made to the 
Emperor for his Pardon, and his Wife appearing 
* in Mourning at Court, with her two young Sons, 

pleaded for her Family after this manner $ 0 C^far, 

I have brought forth thefe hfants % and gave \m Nou- 
rijhment to encreafe the Number of your Supplicants , and 
to enlarge the Bounds of your Clemency. This Speech 

fo affeded the good Emperor, as to draw Tears 
from his Eyes, and to fave her and her Children • 
but it cou’d not procure the Pardon of her Husband, 
who had been too dangerous a Riyal and Oppo- 

fer. 

* 

In his more private Affairs he always made him* 
felf very eafy to his Subjeds, and became very cour¬ 
teous and affable to all forts of People, permitting 

them to ufe any kind of Freedom with him, 
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openly ; but the Emperor in Aided no other Punirti- 
ment, than barely to ftiie him by the Title of Dog, 
alluding to the Name of his Sed. * 

Such was the courfe of Vefpafians Adminiftra- 
tion, fo as to preferve himfelf from all kinds of 
Sowrenefs and Uneafinefs, and likewife from all 
kinds of Jealoufies and Sufpicions. And for that 
Reafon his Refentment either of fudden Offences, 
or of old Animofities, was fo final 1, that he mar¬ 
ry’d the Daughter of his Predeceffor ViteUius , his 
inveterate Enemy-, into a noble Family, and gene- 
roufly gave her a rich Dower, and all Accoutre¬ 
ments luitable to her Birth and Quality. Notwith¬ 
standing his great Generofity and Clemency, many 
Plots and Confpiracies were form’d againft him, in 
which he generally fhew’d very little Concern ,• 
for he often pafs’d by the Tireafon of fuch as con- 

fpir’d his Dellrudion, faying. That they were all blind 
and inconfiderate , not knowing what a Weight and Bur¬ 
den the Empire was : And for the former Cuftom of 
fearching fuch as came to falute or (peak with the 
Emperor, he left that off before the Civil Wars 
were ended. He regarded thefe. Matters the left, 
by reafon of the great Confidence he had in his own 
Fate and his Children ; inlomuch, that he declar’d 

in open Senate, That either his Sons flm'd fucceed him 
in the Empire , or no Body. Fie was fo far from being 

carry’d away by Sufpicion or Dread, to the Deftru- 
ction of any Perfon, that when he was ferioufly ad- 
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with great Civility,honour’d him with a Statue, and 
highly applauded his Writings,* tho’ all were not fi- 
nilh’d in his Reign. In his Reign flourifli’d Flirty the 
]Elder, an eminent Natural Hiftorian, j QuMUian the 
renown’d Orator, and many'other Perfons of great 
Learning, who were highly efteem’d by this Empe¬ 
ror. He was no lefs an Encourager of all other Ex¬ 
cellencies in Art, and invited the greateft Matters 

his 



and Artificers from all Parts of the World, 

s 

bountiful Allowances, making likewife confiderable 
Prefents to ’em, as he found Occafion. An ingem 
ous Engineer undertaking to remove certain Co 
lumns of vaft Weight into the Capitol, at a final! 
Charge, was well rewarded for the Invention, and his 
Performance excus’d, the Emperor telling him. That 

he jhoud let the Foor live . 

Yet all his numerous Afts of Generofity and Mag¬ 
nificence cou’d notpreferve him from the Scandal of 
Avarice and Rapacioufnefs, of which he gave many 
publick Teftimonies, fome of which were below the 
Dignity of an Emperor, 
was not content to revive the old Impofitions which 

had been remitted under Galba , to add new and 

0 * 

pore grievous Tributes tofeveral of the Provinces ; 
but he a lib drove a Trade publickly, which wou’d 
have been dilhonourable to a private Perfon, bar- 


Suetonius tells us. That he 


tering and buying Commodities, that he might fell 
’em to Advantage. Some believ’d that it was his 
Cuftomto advance the moft griping and rapacious of 
his (Officers to the moft profitable Charges to make 
ufe of them as Sponges, and to fqueeze them when 
they were become rich.Y He defcended to fome very 
unufual and dilhonourable Impofts, even to the lay¬ 
ing an Excife upon Perfons Urine. This caus’d his 

Son Titus to remonftrate to him the bafenefs of fuch 

' . % 

Invention ; but Vefpafian immediately took fome 
of the firft Money that came from that Excife, and 

it to his $on, demanded, if the fitnU offen¬ 
ded 





I 


I 



ded him ? And yet 5 proceeded he, this comes out of the 

Urine . For this, and all other his fevere Impofts, 
Authors do 'mudrexcufe him, by reafon of the great 
Neceffities of the Statue, and emptinefs of the Ex¬ 
chequer, when he came firft to the Government. 
For he then declar’d publickly in the Senate, That for 

the Suhfiftance and Re- efiahlijhment of the Common-wealth s 
he wanted a Supply of Forty Millions of great Softerces. 

An incredible Sum, exceeding three hundred Milli¬ 
ons of our Money. This is the more readily be¬ 
liev’d and acknowledg’d, becaufe he always employ’d 
his Revenue to great and noble Purpofes, and laid it 
out with great Wifdom and Liberality. His publick 
Works and Edifices were highly chargeable and ex- 
penfive ,* hisPrefents and Penfions were numerous, 
and not without Profufenefs $ and his Feafts and 
Entertainments were frequent and magnificent, ac¬ 
cording to his Quality : And in all things he aded 
principally to the Peace and Honour of his Subjeds 
in general j fo that by his daily confidering of their 
Good, the nearer he approach’d the end of his Days, 
the more he encreas’d the hearty Love and Refpedf 
of the whole Senate and People. 

The great Changes and new Eftablifhments he 
made in the Provinces and Tributary Kingdoms be¬ 
fore his Death, were very remarkable,* many of 
which he reduc’d to a fuller Subjedion to the Roman 
State than ever they had been before. Befides Judaea 

and Comagena , before particulariz’d, he reduc^l the 
Kingdoms of Lycia , VamphyHa , and Cilicia , ill Afia y 

which before had their own proper Kings, to Pro- 
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guifh’d by the Cruelty of former Tyrants. As to the 
Particulars and Occafions of all thefe Ads, Hiftori- 
ans have been too Ihort and imperfed; tho’ we have 
Reafon to prefume from the reft of the Adions of 
this Emperor, that his Conquefts and Redudions 
were not without good Ground, or very plaufible 
Pretenfions. As no Provinces in the Empire lay out 
of his View and Care, fo in all his Reign he had a 

particular Regard to Britain , as a Nation that added 


much Glory and Renown to the Roman Empire. 


He 


j 


fent firft Petilius Cereals to be Governor in thofe Parcs 
who bravely enter’d the Country of the Brigantes 
the moft Northern and numerous People in that Pro¬ 
vince ; to whom he gave many and fignal Defeats, 
and either ravag’d or conquer’d the greateft Part of 
their Territories. So that Cerealis feem’d to have e- 
clips’d the Fame and Condud of any that coud 

come after him; when Julius Front in us,* a great 
Man, and as eminent as coud be expededafter fuch 
a Predeceffor, fucceeded by Veffafian s Order in the 
fame Charge, with no lefs Glory. For he fubdu’d 
the ftrong and warlike Nation of the Silures , the In¬ 
habitants of South-Wales ; where he had not only a 

potent Enemy to encounter, but alfo almoft infupe- 
rable Difficulties from the Nature and Situation of 
the Country. In the laft Year of Veffafian s Reign 
Frominus was fucceeded by Julius Agricola , a Com 
mander of great Fame, both for Valour and Con 
dud, who enter’d upon the moft memorable Expe 
dition that had ever been known in Britain , conti- 


y 


nuing about feven or 


eight Years 


y 


and fucceeding 


with great Reputation and Renown. But nothing 
of great Note was perform’d by him in this Reign. 

Veffafian being now in his Ninth Confulffiip, and 
his Son Titm in his Seventh, and having done many 
great and noble Ads to the happy Settlement of the 

he was furpriz’d at Campania with feme 


Empir 


light Motions of a 


Diftemner, when immediately 
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, CHAP. VI. 

From the Death of Vefpafian to the Death of 
Domitian the Twelfth Emperor , which ended 
the Family of the Vefpafians, and the Twelve 
Cxfars. 



I.“| 1PON the Deceafe of the great Vefpafan, A* 

LI his eldeft Son Tints was univerfally receiv’d 1 79 * 
and obey’d as Emperor j both for being his Father’s TJtus 
Affociatein the Empire, and likewife his being ap- 
pointed his Succeffor by hislaft Will and Teftament: mr '. 
Only his ambitious Brother Domitian made fome Op- 
poficion, infolently maintaining, That his Father had 

nominated him y and that his Brother Titus had fa Iff/d 

his Will ; but his Plea having but a weak Foundation, 
foon fell for want of a Support. Titus was now near 
39 Years of Age, a Perfon of uncommon Excellen¬ 
cies and Accomplifhments, both as to the Perfections 
of his Body, and the Ornaments of his Mind. He 
had ferv’d in many Wars and Expeditions, with 
great Honour and Renown, and difcharg’d many 
Offices in the State with no lefs Wifdom and Under- 
ftanding. Yet notwithflanding his many Vertues 
and Deferts, he had not liv’d free from feveral Crimes 
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wa§ very notorious, who had their Rife from the Li- 
centioufnefs and Impunity of former Reigns, and 
daily increafing in Corruptions, they became the 

Caufers and Fomenters of all kinds of Heats and 

Diffentions. Of thcfe Titus made daily and publick 
Examples, condemning them to be fcourg’d and 
beaten with Clubs in the main Forum , then to be 
dragg’d through the Theater, and at laft, part to be 
fold as Slaves, and part to be tranfported to unin¬ 
habited Iflands, till he had utterly exterminated thofe 
Feftsof the City. To put a further Stop than his 
Father had done to the Corruptions and Tedioufnefs 
of Law-Suits, he prohibited, among other Things, 
that the fame Cafe ihou’d be try’d by feveral Laws; 
or that any one ftiou’d inquire into the Eftate of 
any dead Perfon, after a fet and precife Number of 

Years. 

Be was no lefs adiive than his Father in repairing 
of ancient Euildings, and ere&ing of new ; and af¬ 
ter he had dedicated the famous Amphitheater, and 
with admirable Expedition finifh’d the Baths hard by, 
he exhibited many Shows which were very fumptu- 
ous and magnificent. He prefented alfo the People 
with a Naval Battel, in the old Naumacbia , as alio 
a Prize by his Gladiators in the fame Place,* and in 
one Day he caus’d ^ooo Wild Beafts of all Kinds to 
be baited for the Satisfadtion of the Citizens. Thefe 
publick Re joy cings and Feftivals were continu’d for 
a hundred Days fuccefliyely; in which, and in all 
other Cafes, he treated the People with exceeding 
Kindnefs and Affability, and having deiign’d to give 
them the Diverlion of the Gladiators, he order’d it 
to be proclaim’d, That all Things jhoud be exhibited , net 

according to his own Fancy, but the Plea fure of the Specta¬ 
tors; and he was fo far from refufing what they de¬ 
fied, that he earneftly folicked them to declare their 
Minds. Moreover, his Complaifance was fo great, 

that tho’ in his Judgment he was for one Party of 

the' 
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the Gladiators, yet he many times joyn’d both in 
Voice and Gefture with the Opinion of the People 


\ 


« 

5 


yet ftillfoas to retain the Majefty of an Emperor, and 
to do no Injuftice in the Diiiribution of the feveral 
Prizes. And that he might not be deficient in any 
point of Popularity, he permitted thofe of the com 


moil Rank - to have accefs into his Baths, while he 


was b 


a 


thine himfelf. 


His Liberality, Courtefie; and 


Readinefs to do good, have been obferv’d and ap- 

Writers in all Ages; and even St. Augu- 




0 


an unpleafing Anfwer, 


r*n& 
V- v 



and thereupon 


film ftii’d him by the Title of a moft fiweet Frince 
One of his principal Methods was never to fend 
away any Petitioner with 
nor without feme hopes of Su 
being advertis’d by fome of his - Council, That he 

pom Is (l more than ha fieemd able to perform , he made 
anfwer, That no Man ought to depart fiorrowful frorri 

the 

fhe.w’d his Dlfpofition to Mercy and Goodnefs 


P refence of a Trince 


an Anfwer that fufficiently 

‘He 


was naturally fo defirous of doing Good, and of af- 


fitting others 


m 


all 


• ^ 

with a heavy Countenance, ex 


I ** 

kinds of Neceffities, that one 
Might being told, that he had done nothing for any 
Perfon that Day, he s 

prefs’d his OilfaDsfadion in this memorable Apoph 

thegm, Amici y Diem perdidi , My Friends , I have lofi a- 

Day; a Sentence worthy of an Emperor,, and to be 
retain’d in the Memory of all Princes. 

The whole Rule and Government of this ErnpU- 
for, was mild and merciful, fo as to receive no Ac* 
cufation again ft Rich as cenfur’d and abus’d hM | 

for he ufually laid, When I do nothing worthy of.Cenfure$ 
I regard not Calumnies; He was fo tender of the Lives 






of his Subjeds,- that when he enter’d upon the Of 

fice of Font if ex Maximus j he folemniy protefted, Thai 
he did it to keep bis Hands pure and undefiled from Blood 

from which time he never was either the Audio 
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A 


Occa'fio n of anv Man’s Death 


y 
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elecfiting his 
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For thefe great Succelles and Exploits i n Britain, 

Agricola not only purchas'd much Fame, but Titus 
alio receiv’d great Honours upon his Account* parti¬ 
cularly to be faluted Imperator the fifteenth Time. But 
this Emperor liv’d not to enjoy thefe Honours* be¬ 
ing fuddenly fnatch’d away* to the exceeding detri¬ 
ment of the World* and to the unexpreffible Grief of 
all his Subjects. Not long before* at the finifting of 
certain publick Solemnities, in which he wept plen- A 
tifully before the People* he retir’d into the Terri¬ 
tories of the Sabines * fomewhat more melancholly 
than formerly* being difcourag’d at fome unforcu- < 
nate Omens. In his firft Stage he was furpriz’d with 
a violent Fever, and being carry’d afterwards in his 
Litter, and finding that he muft fubmic to Death, he \ 
cou’dnot forbear expreffing his mighty Unwilling- 
nefs to depart; and looking up to Heaven* with an 
unufual Tendernefs complain’d* That he jhoudbe ta¬ 
ken away fo undeservedly * and protefting that in the whole 
Courfe of his Life * he did not know of any Action but one 
that he ought to repent of which he did not exprefs. The Death 
Shortly after* he dy’d upon the Ides of September , in of Titus. 

the fame Town where his Father dy’d* not without 
fufpicion of his Brother’s Treachery* being now in 
the 41^ Year of his Age, having had but a jhort 
Reign of two Years* as many Months* and twenty 
Days; a Prince too deferving for fo corrupt an Age* 

and one whom Tacitus fays* was capable of any kind 
of Dignity* in whofe countenance was no left 
Sweetnefs than Majefty. This happen’d 48 Years 
after our Saviour’s Crucifixion ; about which Time 
feveral dangerous Herefies began to creep into the 
Church* and corrupt the Purity of the Chrifiian 

Faith. 
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The (Toman 




4 

ook 



all the Provinces to the ut'moft Bounds of the Em 


pire 




this Prince being lamented 


a 


Parts 


3 


tho 


the “World had been deprived of a perpetual Pro¬ 
testor. All the Senators., without any legal and re- 

uion, hafted to the Senate-Houfe with 


gular Convoc 



1 


Imp 


2 


(hutting the Doors for a time 


3 




open d them again, render'd more Thanks and Ac¬ 
knowledgments, and heap'd upon him more Praifes 

m ever the Emperor obtain'd 


and Encomiums, th 


$ 


either befor 
among their God 


3 


after his Dea 


r 


'n 


him alfo 


S • 


lity, and in how fliort a Time a Prince m 


t 


f "n 


Hearts of his Sub 


(hews with what great Fa 

gaii 


A v/ 

CL 


■ 

t 


i 


his great and venera- 


Dominant 

made Em* his Br 

penr, witho 


ble Refpedt that all had for him and 


3 


d 


Domltian to fucceed him in the Empire 


3 


Oopofition or Contradict 


notwithftand 


ing the ill Opinion that many had juftly conceiv’d of 


he being now about 


y 


Years of Age 



him, 

Pride and Ambition of this Pi 
pear'din feveral manifeft Infhnces,which caus’d ma 

and tho' he fhew’d 


formerly ap 


his Go 


ny to dread i no uuvvaumviu ^ ciJiva envy auv w \ 
reat concern for the Death of his Brother, yet (hort 
fy after his Arrival at the Emp 
clar'd in open S e n ate, Th a t i t 




•) 


U 

u 


infolently de 


he who had 


d 


fyoth to his Fsiher m 
fiord it to John avav 

his Vices and Enormiti 


a n cl 


l that 


O 



In thv 





re 



v mer part of his Rvi S „, 


w e 


many wife 


good Ac>- 


re happily 


d by 


which Time he 


«* 


fpent and employ'd many of his Hours in divers kinds 

icnlarly in Arche- 


p£ Recreations and Blverfions, p 
$y and Gaming, in the fo 


ar 


o L 


lich he was fo 


wonderfully expert, that out of Glory hewou’d of 
ten caufe his Page to Hand at a great Diftance witl: 


his Hands fpread for a Mark 


d ihoot 




with that Art, as to ftick all his Arrows between his 
pingers without any Hurt. And here I muft not o- 
init one cruel, tho 3 defpicable Recreation, of which 

all Authors take notice ; which was his ufual Ctiftom 

of 
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Profe, as alfo all kinds of Muficians, Singers, and 
Dancers, together with Virgins for running of Ra¬ 
ces : In all which Solemnities he diftributed great Re¬ 
wards, fittingPrefident himfelf, magnificently adorn’d 
with a purple Robe and Crown, with the Prieft of 
Jupiter , and College of the Flavian Priefls about 
him, with their Coronets. He alfo promoted all 
kinds of Tragedies, Comedies, and Stage-Plays,* and 
In conclufion,there were made by his Order all chofe 
Feafts, Games, and Revels, that ever had been feen 
or known in Rome, befides many which were new¬ 
ly invented. Among all which, he made a Diftribu- 
tion among the whole Body of the Roman People of 
300 Sefterces to every Perfon call’d Congiarii ; and 
during the time of thefe Revels, which lafted a con- 
fiderabla time,he made many fumptuous Banquets and 
publick Entertainments • and there were thrown a- 
mong the common People all forts of Coins, Clothes, 
and other valuable Things out of Windows, which 
were call’d MiJJilia . By which kind of Shows and 
Benevolences, he was greatly efteem’d by the vulgar 
Sort in the former Part of his Reign. 

But in fome other Matters Domitian was more de¬ 
servedly commended and efteem'd ; particularly in 
his Adminiftration of Juftice, in which he was more 
than ordinary diligent and induftrious: He many 
times fat himfelf in an extraordinary Manner in the 
Courts, and fuperfeded the partial Sentences of the 
Centmnviri : He like wife admonifh’d the Commiffi- 
oners and delegated Judges, not to incline too much 

to the rhetorical Perfwafions of fuch as interpofed in 
the behalf of the Slaves and Servants who demand¬ 
ed their Liberty, fever ely punilhing fuch Judges and 
Counfellors as were corrupt, and a&ed by Bribes. 

And in this Matter he was fo careful as to encourage 

the Tribunes himfelf to accufe a particular of 
Extortion, and to demand Juftice againft him of the 

Senate. He was fo exadl in relation to the Corrup¬ 
tion 
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tance ; and ftruck a Roman Knight out of the Lift of 
the judges, for receiving his Wife after (he had been 

ut as for the Whoredoms 


repudiate 



Adultery 


of 


gie&ed 


Vcft-.l Virgins, which had been accidentally 

other, he punifh'd 



his Father and Bs 


without 
fuffer d 



e r cy 
Death 


Such as were convi&ed but 


ordinary Malefadt 


3 


but others 


were bury’d alive, according to the ancient Cuftom, 
and their affociate Criminals whipt to Death. Thefe 
and the like memorable Ads of Juftice, have been 
highly applauded by many,* but in moft of 'em he 
us d fuch Pride and Elation, and ftew’d himfelf fo 
exceffively Vain-glorious, as gave almoft evident 
Tokens of his future Enormities. He was at prefent 
very various by reafon of the Equality and Propor 


don of 



Ver 


and Vices, till in Proceft of 


Time, the latter prevail'd fo as to drive him into all 
kinds of Cruelties and Impieties. 

In all the Beginning of this Emperor’s Reign, Agn- Agricdl 

cola vigoroufly purfu d his great Attempts and Enter- 


prizes 

ceffes 


Britain; and after thofe memorable Sue 


laft Reig 


3 


he 


d his Progrefs 




and with many profperous Confiids fubdu’d fome 
adjacent Places and People,till then unknown to the 
Romans; and 

of Britain which lie towards Ireland, After this, fnf 


iikewife pucGarrifons into thofe Part 


• 1 


pedjting a general Infurredfcion of the Caledonians , thofe 
fierce & 


0 


lowing Y 


rthern Nations beyond Bodotria , in the 


d out a Fleet to fearch out the 
Creeks and Harbours of that ample Region, and with 
his Army march’d for the North . After various Pro 
reffions and Succeifes, 




c 


Britains , intent upon 


thing but Revenge or Slavery, by Leagues and Trea 


fen fi ble 


mufter’d up their whole Power 


3 


being 

O 


laft 


common Danger muft be repelPd 



Confederacy and Union. T 


as their laft Ef¬ 


fort,had gather’d together above 30000 armed Men, 

befides great Numbers of Youth, and lufty old Men, 

who 






who formerly had been famous Soldiers, and ftill re¬ 
tain’d the Scars and Badges of their Bravery. Upon 

the Approaches of both Armies, all Perfons with 
great Eagernefs and Impatience attended the Succefe 

of this deciding Battel ,• and Galgacus both by Birth 
and Merit Commander of the Britains , with a noble 
Warmth and Courage is faid to have fpoken to this 

Effect. When I conftder the Cattfe of this War , and our 
prefent Urgency , 1 have Reafon to prefume y that the future 
Hap pinefs and Freedom of the whole If and will date their 
Birth from this important Day, For we are the mf va¬ 
liant Remains of the Britains, feated in the remoteft Parts , 
beyond the Ken of thofe Nations enflav d by the Enemy $ for 
that our Eyes are yet unpolluted , and free from the Conta¬ 
gion of Foreign Tyrunny , and this fecret Recefs , unknown 
to Fame , hath hitherto prefrvd us in all, the Bleffings of 
Liberty e Beyond us is no Nation , nothing but Waves and 
Rocks • on that Side , nothing but Bondage and Slavery , 

' which we mu ft expeB from the Romans ; a People unfat i- 
able in their Lufts y and unbounded in their Ambitions . 
Thofe Robbers of the World , and Ravagers of the Univerfe 3 

now the exhaufied Lands can no more furnijh their Rapines , 
endeavour to rifts the wide Sea and Ocean . When they 
meet with opulent Enemies , their Cruelty proceeds from A- 
varies \ when with Poor 3 it arifes from Ambition, The 
Eaft and Weft, vafi as they are 3 cannot fatiate their vo¬ 
racious Minds i they 3 and they alone , with equal Greedi- 
nefs and Appetite , grafp at the Riches and Poverty of all 
Nations, Devaftations y Murders , and Extirpation , pafs 

with them under thefalfe Names o/Empire and Govern¬ 
ment j and they boafi of efablijhing Peace in thofe Pro¬ 
vinces they have render d defolate. Our Goods are their 
Tribute , our Corn their Provifion , our Bodies their Tools for 
all kinds of Drudgery, and if the Modefty. of our Wives and 
Daughters haspreferv d them from open Violence , when they 
were Enemies , it cannot fecure them from their lafeivious 
Friendjhip , now they are Guefts, Other Slaves , whom Na¬ 
ture and Fortune have defind to Servitude , are nonriftfd 
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Private Perfon fhou'd eclipfe the Glory of a Prince 
and that he had in vain fupprefs’d the Study of Ora¬ 
tory and other Popular Arts, if another cou'd thus 
furpafs him in the Art of War. Being tormented 
with thefe Thoughts, and mufingofitin his Ciofet, 
a general Fore-runner of Cruelty with this Prince, 
he concluded it moil convenient to conceal his Re- 
fentments till the Fame of thefe Vi&ories, and the 
Heat and Efteem of the Soldiers were fomewhat a 

4 
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bated. Therefore he took care that Triumphal Or¬ 
naments, Statues, and other Honours fhou'd be de¬ 
creed him, and that in very honourable Terms by 
the Senate ,• and to remove him from Britain , caus'd 
a Report to be fpread, that the Lieutenancy of Sy¬ 
ria, then vacant by the Death of Atillus Rufus , and 
referv'd for Perfons of the higheft Rank, was defign'd 
for him. By which politick Contrivance this wor¬ 
thy Commander was difplac'd from his Lieutenancy 
in Britain, the Province being furrender'd in a peace¬ 
able Condition to Salufrus Lucullus, and that of Syria 
difpos'd of otherwife. That his Entry into Rome 
might be obfcure and private, he came into the Ci¬ 
ty by Night, as he was order'd ,• and by Night was 
admitted into the Palace, where the Emperor re 


d him with a fliort and filent Salutation 




from 


whom he quickly drew off among the reft of the 
Attendants. After which, to prevent further Incon- 
veniencies, he gave himfelf up to a retir'd and unadive 

Life: 


notwithftanding his Death fome Years after 
was not withoutSufpicion of Poyfon by Dominant 
Dire&ions. 

Thus did this Emperor treat his principal Com¬ 
mander Agricola ; a manifeft Fore-runner of 


un 


profp 


Reign 


when Princes become regardlefs 


and jealous of their Subjects beft Services. He fliort 

found the Inconveniency of this kind of 



after 

Treatment in the fucceeding Wars that happen'd 

his Reign, which were all undertaken upon Ne< 

ceffiry 
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tember and OBober, to be call’d Germanlcus and Demit i- 

anusy becaufe in one of them he was made Emperor, 
and in the other he was born. 

After this Domitian proceeded to higher Degrees of 
Pride and Extravagancy, not permitting his Statues 
in the Capitol to be made of any Thing lefs than of 
pure Gold and Silver, and of precife Weight. And 
as Ambition is a boundlefs Madnefs, which fets Men 
againft Heaven, when it has rais’d ’em above the 
World ffo it caus’d this Emperor impioufly to af- 
fume to hitnfelf Divine Honours, and to ftile him- 
felf Our Lord and Our God; ordering like wife that no 

Man foou’d prefume to call him otherwife, either in 
Writing or Difcourfe. This monftrous Arrogancy 
brought him into all kinds of Enormities, and was 
the fatal Fore-runner of many exceffive Cruelties, 
deftroying great Numbers of all Sorts, without Mer¬ 
cy or Confideration; fo that he prov’d like Nero and 
Caligulay and not like his Father or Brother. He 
caus’d many Illuftrious Senators to be put to Death, 
fome of which had been Confuls, particularly Civi- 
Its CereaUs in his Proconfulftip of Jfia, Sal vide- 

msprfitusy and Accilms Glabrio y in their Bani foments, 

unjuftly pretending Pra&ices againft the State. He 
alfo punifo’d Multitudes of others upon every flight 
and trifling Occafion : zs£lius Lamia among the reft 
was executed only for his Jefts, tho’ they were old 

and innocent ^ SalvjusCoccea?tus y for celebrating the 

Nativity of Otho the Emperor, who was his Uncle by 
the Fathers Side ,• Metius Pompofiams , for being re¬ 
ported to have had an Imperial Horofcope, portend* 
ing him to be Emperor ,■ and other Pretences of the 

like Nature; and SaUuftius Lucullus , his Lieutenant in 
Britainy for fuffering a new fort of Lances to be call’d 
Lucullia s, after his own Name. lie commanded Ju~ 
nitis Rufikus to be put to Death, for publifoing a 
Writing in Commendation of Pat us Tkrafea, and ift/- 
ytd'm Vrifwst two Philofophers, contrary to his Fa¬ 
ll z * ther’s 
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thersPromotion in the Empire ; upon which Oc- 
cafion he a fecond time banifh’d ail the Philofophers, 
Mathematicians, &c. out of Rome and Italy. Soon 
after this Decree . the great Magician Apollonius Tya- 
vseus, having often endeavour’d to rival our Saviour* 
was brought before Domitian, where performing ma¬ 
ny Tricks of Magick, is laid immediately to vanifli 
out of fight. 

Upon the account of the many Cruelties of this 
Emperor, and for fome Affronts receiv’d, Lucius An - 
toniusy Governor of the Upper German ], rais’d a dan¬ 
gerous Rebellion in thofe Parts \ and being Com¬ 
mander of a numerous Army, he ufurp’d the Title 
of Emperor. The Succefs of this Infurredion remain’d 
long doubtful, and became daily more formidable to 
the Emperor, who had fo much loft the Love of his 
People, till his General Norma?idus dexteroufly fur- 
priz’d Antoniusy juft when a fudden Over-flowing of. 
the Rhine had flopp’d the Arrival of the German Auxi¬ 
liaries, and deftroy’d both him and his Army. The 
News of this Vi&ory, we are told, was brought to 
Rome by Supernatural Means on the fame Day that 
the Battel was fought, to the great furprize of the 
Emperor and City. 

After this Victory and Succefs, Domitians Cruelty 
increas’d, fhewing no kind of Mercy to thofe who 
had been of the Adverfe Party; and that he might 
throughly revenge himfelf, and difcover all their Ac¬ 
complices, he invented new kinds of Tortures, put¬ 
ting Fire into their Privities, and femetimes cutting 
off their Hands. After which he became exorbi- 
rant in his Cruelties, even to his greateft Friends and 
Favourites, in which he was not only fierce and pofi- 
tive, but alfo exceeding fubtle and artificial in fur- 
prizing. The Day before he crucify’d the Comptrollei 
of his Houfnold, he kindly call’d him up into hi< 
Chamber, caus’d him to fit down by him, difmifs’e 

him cheerfully and fecure, and favour’d him with 5 



Difti of Meat from his own Table that Night. Ha¬ 
ving concluded on the Death of Aretinus Clemens, a 

Perfon of Confular Dignity, and one of his princi¬ 
pal Favourites and Emiffaries, he fentfor him, com¬ 
plemented him,' Ihew’d him greater Favour than for¬ 
merly, and carry’d him about with him in his own 
Litter: And that he might abufe the Patience of 
Men with more Scorn and Contempt, he never pro¬ 
nounc’d any difmal Sentence, but with a cunning 
Preamble, full of great Clemency and Mercy ; fo 
that whenever he appear'd kind and gentle in the 
Prologue, it was a certain Sign of proving cruel and 
bloody in the Epilogue. Having brought fome Per- 
fons accus’d of Treafon before the Senate, to pre¬ 
pare them for hisDefign, he publickly declar’d. That 

that Day would manifestly Jheiv how dear he was to the 

Senate ; by which Means he fore-fpoke their Judg¬ 
ments, and eafily prevail’d to have them condemn’d 
to die more Majorum, the moft cruel of all Deaths; 
Which when he had obtain’d, as if he had been ter- 
rified with the Atrocity of the Punilhment, he thus 

interceded with the Senate, Permit, I befeech you, Ve¬ 
nerable Fathers, that I may obtain of your tender Pity 
- (which I know cannot be obtain d but with great difficulty) 
that thefe foov> condemn d Wretches may be allow'd to make 
choice of what Deaths they will fuffer : By fo doing you will 
refcue. your own Eyes from a difmal Spectacle of Horror, 
and at the World will take notice that I was then prefent 
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Senators environ'd with Soldiers, to their great Ter¬ 
ror 1 another Time they were driven to amoftdif- 
mal Fright by a more private Contrivance of the 
Emperor's, which fucceeded in this manner. Domi- 
tian , at a fet Evening and Feftiva), made a kind and 
folemn Invitation of the greateft part of the Senate 
to a publick Entertainment. At the Entrance of his 
Palace they were all formally receiv’d, and ceremo- 
nioully conduced, and lock'd up in a fpacious Hall 
hung round with Black, and illuminated by a few 
melancholy Lamps, which were only fufficient to 
fhew the Horror of the Place, and to difcover feve- 
ral Coffins, upon which were fairly written the Names 
of the Senators invited. The Senators were fill'd 
with ftrange Fears and Apprehenfions at the appear¬ 
ance of this Difmal Scene, and the Profped of Death 
fo folemnly carv’d out for them, well knowing the 
caufelefs and unreafonable Cruelties of this Empe¬ 
ror. In the height of their frightful Imaginations, af¬ 
ter along Waiting, their Fears,were increas'd by an 

Entertainment of many naked Perfons, with their 
Bodies all over blacken'd, who enter’d the Hall with 
drawn Swords in one Hand, and flaming Torches in 
* the other. The Guefts at this dreadful Appearance, 

expe< 5 led nothing but immediate Death, when fud- 
denly the naked Perfons, after they had danc'd fome 
time about them, fet open the Doors, telling them, 

7"bat the Emperor gave all the Company leave to withdraw . 

Thus did this Tyrant threaten the main Body of the 
Senate at once; but he feldom threatned, without 
ftriking, efpecially if he once got their Names intc 
a certain Table-Book, which he kept purpofely foj 
cruel and bloody Defigns. 

As Domitian drew near the End of his Reign, hi 
Errors and Enormities became more confpicuous an< 
notorious; he became more lazy and unadtive, mor 
infolenc and revengeful, and like a thorough pac ? < 
Tylant, infupporcably jealous and fufpiciousof. a! 

Perfon 
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Perfons. The Predi&ions of thtQhaldaan^ and other 
Aftrologers, concerning his Death, gave him violent 
Apprehenfions ,• which, together with his numerous 

Crimes, made him live in perpetual Difquiet, the 
leaft Sufpicion throwing him into the greateft Anxi¬ 
ety. At length he wou'd not admit any Prifoner or 
Criminal to be brought before him, but in private, 
and with the greateft Caution ,• nor wou’d he hear 
any of them plead for themfelves, till he had firft 
fecur'd their Chains in his Hands: And that his Do- 
mefticks might perceive howunfafe it was for any .to 
attempt the Life of his Patron, upon any Pretence, 
he commanded Epapbroditus to be executed, for being 
fuppos'd to affift Nero in his Death, tho’ he defir d it 
himfelf, being firft deferred by the reft of his Friends. 
Finally, his Jealoufies increas d to that Degree, that 
he caus'd his Gallery, in which he ufually walk'd, to 
be fee about with a certain Stone call'd Vhengites , by 
the Brightnefs of which he cou’d difeern what was. 
done behind him by Reflection, as in a Glafs. He 
became daily tormented with unfortunate Omens 
and Portents ,* but nothing more terrify’d him than 
the Anfwer of Jf cleterion > the Aftrologer, and the 

ftrange Accident that enfu'd. For he being accus'd 
to Domitian, of publifhing the Predictions of his 
Death, and not denying the Charge, the Emperor 
ask'd if he knew his own Fortune, and what wou'd 
be his Death ; the Aftrologer reply'd, That he jhoud 
be devour d by Dogs* To convince the World, as he 
thought, of his Error, he caus'd him immediately to 
be flain, and burn'd with all poffibie Care and Cau¬ 
tion ; which while his Officers were effecting, a fu¬ 
rious Tempeft fuddenly arofe, blew down the Fune¬ 
ral Pile, and threw off the Body ,* where the Dogs 
by accident caught it up, and devour'd it before it 
was half burnt. His Jealoufies extended likewife to 
Writers and Learned Men, efpecially Hiftorians, 
whom he punilh’d for their due Praifes of Illuftiious 

Men, 
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Chap. I. NERVA XIII. 

\ 

Martial affures us,* in whofe Time flouriffi’d, be- 
fides fome eminent Writers mention’d in Domitians 
Reign, that celebrated Inftitutor of Youth Quin¬ 
tilian. 

This Emperor was no lefs noted for his Mildnefs 
and Clemency, than his Bounty and Liberality, in- 

fomuch that he folemnly fwore, That no Senator of 
Rome Jhoud by his Commandment be put to Deaths tho 
they gave never fo juft an Occajion ,* which Oath he lb 

religioufly obferv’d, that when two of that Rank 
had confpired againft his Life, he us’d no kind of Se¬ 
verity againft them: But firft fending for them. To 

let them fee he tv as not ignorant of their tr alter ous Defigns , 

he carry’d them with him to the publick Theatre* 

plac’d them on each fide of him, and prefented each 
with a Sword, telling them before all the World, 

That they might experience the goodnefs of the Weapons upon 

his Body. This and other uncommon Ads of Cle¬ 
mency, gave Occafion to fome to murmur againft 
the Lenity of his Government, alledging. That fuch 

great Mildnefs caus'd too much Loofnefs and Corruption in 

the State i and Fronto, a principal Man in Rome, pre¬ 
fum’d openly to declare, That it was a great Misfor* 
tune to live under that Reign , where all Things were for - 
bidden , bSt a worfe under that where all Things were al~ 

low d . Upon notice of which Boldnefs, jVbwlhew’d 
but final! Anger, but prudently prohibited .and al-- 
ter’d feveral Things which gave Occafion for fuch a 
Cenfure; and he fo much defir’d to -govern wifely 
and uprightly, that he aded nothing of Moment 
without the Affiftance of others, and he procur’d 
fuch as were of the greateft Experience in Rome , by 
whofe Advice and Counfel, he provided, ordained, 
and difpatch’d all Matters of Confequehce. Yet 
by reafon of his Mildnefs and Remiffnefs in fome 
Particulars, the great Officers of State and Govern 
nors of Provinces were accus’d of being more cor¬ 
rupt in their Adminiftrations, and more burdenfom 
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Confidence in his own Innocence, that he often 

faid* That thd he jhoud quit the Em fire * and return to a 

private Life > he had done nothing that coud caufe him to 

fear any Man . He had fo fmall a Fear of Vlrglllus 
Rufus 3 a molt popular Man* whom the Armies had < 
formerly fet up for Emperor* that he made him his 
Collegue in the Confulfhip ; and upon his Death 
ihortly after* he gave him an honourable Epitaph, 

importing, That Rufus’/ affumingthe Empire, was foie- 
ly for his Country s Good . Notwithftanding the Acti¬ 
ons of this Prince gave him no Reafon to fear E~ 
nemies* yet he liv’d not free from the treacherous 
Pra&ice-s of his Subje&s: For befides the forementi- 
on’d Senators who aim’d at his Life* Calpumws Craf 
fus * with fome others* form’d a dangerous Con (pi¬ 
racy againft his Perfon* but this was timely reveal’d 
to this good Emperor*, who according to his wont¬ 
ed Clemency* wou’d ufe no Severity* but refted fa- 

tisfy’d with only theBanifliment of thofe who were 
culpable*tho’ the Senate defir’d to inflid a more .rigo¬ 
rous Pdniftiment. Still he continued in his ufual Secu¬ 
rity*!^ Symbol being* A good Mind fojjejjes a Kingdom. 

. This Emperor had no remarkable Wars abroad,, 

but was not free from fome Difturbances among his 

Soldiers at home* more efpecially in the Beginning 

of the Second Year of his Reign *• all which arofe 
upon the Account of Domit.iaris Murder* which they 
refolv’d to revenge the firft Opportunity. Cafperius. 
<MElianuS) Captain of the Vratorian Cohorts* was the 

Principal in this Commotion* who zealoufiy excited 
the Soldiers to deftroy all thofe who had join’d in 
the late Emperor’s Affaffination which they, de¬ 
termin’d to put in Execution* though New a neither 
gave them Encouragement nor Permiffion. This 
Motion was fudden and impetuous* and the Empe¬ 
ror extreamly concern’d* refoiving to prevent their 
Demands* and proted: thofe from whom he receiv’d 

the Empire, or to die in their behalf $, all which 
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he openly declar’d and publifh’d. But the Matter 
was carry’d on with fuch Violence and Refolution, 
that the old Emperor wanted fufficient Power and 
Vigour to put a Stop to their Fury ; So tha t Stepha¬ 
nas and Petronius were (lain, and all others who were 
pronounc’d guilty by Cafperius; who refted not here* 
but conftrain’d Nerva himfelf to give Thanks to the 
Soldiers before the People, for deflroying the worft 
and mo ft impious of all Men. This was a very 
fenfible Affliction to .the Emperor, whofe Power 

and Authority daily declin’d $ and now finding that 
his Age and Infirmities render'd himalmoft contemp¬ 
tible to his Soldiers, he refolv’d to adopt fome wor¬ 
thy Perfon for his Succeffor, who fhpu’d be able 
both to fupport him, and govern after his Deceafe. 
Tho’ Nerva had many considerable Friends and Re¬ 
lations, who endeavour’d for this high Dignity, yet 
like a noble, juft and generous Prince, he fought on¬ 
ly the publick Good of his Country, and wifely 
made choice of Ulpius Trajanm , an utter Stranger to 
his Family, then Governor of the lower Germany , 
and the greateft and mo ft deferving Perfon of that 
Age. Having put his Determination in Execution, 
and the accuftom’d Solemnities perform’d, he a- 
dopted him in the Capitol, made him Cafar in the 
Senate, and immediately lent Ambafladors to him 
at Cologne , with the Enfigns and Arms of the Em¬ 
pire, and a Verfein Latin , defiring him. To come and 
fuccour him . The adoption of Trajan prov’d fo great 

a Curb to the Licentioufnefs and Mutinies of the 
Soldiers, that for the future they remain’d in a per¬ 
fect Quietnefs and Obedience. But Nerva liv’d not 
long to enjoy the Benefit of this happy Choice,* for 
about three Months after, he was feiz’d with a vio¬ 
lent Faffion againft a Senator call’d Regains , and 
by ftraining his Voice, he was put into fuch a Dif- 
order; that by reafon of the Feeblenefs of his Bo¬ 
dy, and the Lownefs of his Spirits, he fell into a 

Fever, 
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Dacius, 


Trajan returning Victorious to Rome, enter’d the 
City in folemn Triumph, and brought with him the 
Ambaffadors of the King of Dacia, to whom he gave 
Audience in the Senate • and the Peace which Tra¬ 
jan had granted was there confirm’d. After this, for 
Joyj and in Honour of thefe late Conquefts, and the 
more to endear himfelf to the People of Rome, he 

exhibited all manner of Games and Shows, which 
were ufual upon thefe Occafions j withal, adding 
feveral new Games as he thought fit. But thefe pub- 
lick Rejoycings did not withdraw him from doing 

of Juftice, nor from the Care of the Government ; 
but while they iafted, he fpent the greateft part of 
his Time in difpatching ofpublick Bufinefs^ and ad- 
minifiring of Juflice, going in Perfon to the Tribu¬ 
nal and publick Audience, to judge and determine 
many Caufes,* which he did with no lefs Wifdom 
than Juftice. While Trajan was thus worthily em¬ 
ploy’d in the City, in a fliort Space, Daedalus, being 
as unable to endure Subjection and Servitude as his 
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Arch being diftant from each other a hundred and 
feventy Foot: Which was a moft ftupendious Fa- 
brick, confidering the fliort Time of its Building, and 
the numerous and almoft infuperable Difficulties of 

laying fo large a Foundation in a River vaftly deep, 
with an Ozy Bottom, and a contra&ed Stream rapid 
to a Miracle. This may be one Proof of the Wealth 
and Greatnefs of the Roman Empire, which fliews, 

that nothing is too bold and difficult for that Nati¬ 
on to attempt and effedh This Bridge was ere&ed 
by Trajan to make a free Paffage for his Armies to 
pafs the River Danube , againft thefe barbarous Nati¬ 
ons • but his Succeffor Adrian being of another Opi¬ 
nion, to hinder them of the like Conveniency, as 
fome write, order’d it to be broken down. Upon 
.the finifhing of this Bridge, Trajan continu’d the War 
with great Vigour, {hewing himfelf a tnoft expert 
and valiant Commander, perpetually encouraging 
his Soldiers by his own Example ,* and notwith- 
Handing the Country was large and fpacious, and 
the Inhabitants fierce and hardy, he conquered and 
fubdu’d the whole, difcover’d much Treafure, and , 

reduc’d King Decebalus to fuch Extremities, that to 

efcape being made Prifoner he flew himfelf. His 
Head was immediately fent to Rome , and the whole 
Country of Dacia was added to the Roman Empire, Da cja eon- 
and reduc’d into a regular Province,* in which 
Country Trajan built many Cities and Towns, and p rov i ncei 
fent feveral Colonies, being now in the fixth Year of a.d . 104. 
his Reign. After which he return’d towards Rome 
with great Honour and Renown, bringing with 
him large Sums of Money, and much Wealth, taken 
from that King* and Country $ and his Name and 
Generofity became fo famous through the World, 
that on his Way he was met by Ambafladors from 
the very Indies, and feveral other Nations, to fue 
for his Alliance, acknowledging him to be their Lord 
and Superiour. At his return to Rome he enter’d 

the 
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the City in Solemn Triumph, and immediately af¬ 
ter were exhibited various Shows and Games, with 
many magnificent Treats and Feafts, for Joy of his 
Return and Victories. Thefe were more Pom¬ 
pous than any before this Time ; lafting for the 
fpace of an hundred and twenty Days, in which 
fometimes ten thoufand Beads, both wild and tame, 
were kill’d in a Day, accompany’d with an infinite 
Numbet of Gladiators Prizes, and other Warlike 
Paftimes. 

✓ » 

Now remaining in Rome in Peace and great Fro- 
fperity, the Emperor vigoroufly proceeded in a fur¬ 
ther Reformation of the Laws, and all kinds of Xn- 
conveniencies: Among the reft he utterly extermina¬ 
ted thofe infufferable Vermin the Delators , Informers , 
and "Pettifoggers , who in former Reigns had made in¬ 
credible Advantages by fomenting all kinds of pri¬ 
vate Quarrels and Diffentions, and had been almoft 
deftroy’d by Titus . lie was no lefs bufily employ’d 
in publick Edifices and Fabricks, in Rome , Italy , and 
all Parts of the Empire ,• building feveral whole Ci¬ 
ties and Towns, and granting great Privileges to 
others. He rebuilt the grand Cirque, much larger 
and more beautiful than before, and put an Infcrip- 
tion upon it, fignifying, That it was to make it wor¬ 
thy to receive the People of Rome, He made an infinite 

number of Bridges, High-ways, and Caufeys, to 
the great Advantage and Conveniency of all Places; 
in the Care and Number of which ufeful Works he 
exceeded all his Predeceffors. Finding the City to 
havefuffer’d extreaml'y through Fires in his Reign, he 
ordain’d for the future, That no private Houfe fhou’c 
be built higher than fixty Foot, becaufe of the vaf 
Ruins and Expences when fuch Fires happen’d; foi 
which Care and Regard to the publick 0 Good, hi 
was efteem’d A Father of his Country . But in all hi 
various Buildings, he carefully avoided Oppreffior 

and never took the Liberty and Benefit of any Man 1 
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Goods or Labour, as was frequent in fome of his 
Predeceffors. He Ihew’d himfelf exceeding courte¬ 
ous and liberal to all Men j and he often went to 
vific his Friends, either when they were fick, or up¬ 
on Feftival Days; and without diftindtion kept mu¬ 
tual Feafts among them, going out with them in 
their Litters. He always retain’d a profound Vene¬ 
ration for the Senate, and he never injur’d any of 
that Sacred Order, nor was any condemn’d in all 
his Reign, but one by Order of Senate without his 
Knowledge. He never us’d any kind of Injuftice or 
Extortion to increafe the Exchequer, butadfcedall 
Things with great Moderation and Munificence, and 
both publickly and privately enrich’d deferving Men 
with Money and Honours, tho’ he had but fmall ac¬ 
quaintance with them. He entertain’d Perfons of 
Merit with great Love and Familiarity, tho’they 
were of mean Degrees, and frequently admitted them 
into his private Convention; for which, being 
blam’d for his too great Condefcenfion, hegenerouf- 

ly replyed, That he treated his Subjects with the fame U- 
' [age , &s he himfelf won d defire of his Prince , were he a 

private Perfon . Then he had fo great an Affurance 
of his own Innocence and Integrity, that in giving 
his Sword to Saburanus , according to Cuftom, when 
he made him Captain of the Guards, he pronounc’d 

thefe remarkable Words, Take this Sword y and if 1 

govern like a juft Prince , employ it in my Service y but if 
I abufe my Authority , draw it againfi me ; After which 
he added, that he who gave Laws to the reft of the 
' World , lay under ftrlEter Obligations to obferve \m y than 
any of his Subjetls* 

As this Emperor was moft juft and regular in all 
the Atftions of his Adminiftration, fo he proceeded . 
with great Freedom and Difregard to Danger $ and 
he gave many Teflimonies of his fearlefs and open 
Difpofition; but more particularly in his great Con¬ 
fidence fliew’d to his Friend and Favourite Sura. For 
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his firft Invafion of Armenia, the Fame of his Arrival 
was fuch,and the Enemies Fears in all Parts fo greats 
that he met with no great Refiftance, neither in Ar¬ 
menia. nor in the Countries adjoining ; and the 


greatefl; part of the Kin 



s 




Noble 


s 


5 


and Governors 


of the Neighbouring Countries, came fubmiffively 


to him, humbly acknowledging themfelves his Sub 
jeds, and him their Lord and Sovereign, bringing 


with them many 


and noble Prefents 


Among 


many other Things of great Value and Curiofity, he 


was prefented with an Horfe 


J 



r 


Lareenefs, Go 


lour and Shape 3 the moft valuable in 




the World 


A 



which being before taught, upon his approachin 
the Emperors Prefence gracefully kneelfd down,and 
bow’d his Head to the Earth, as it were owning hint 


to be Sovereign of the World 


Traj 


having in a 


iort Space fubdu’dall the Kingdom of Armenia, and 
gotten Vartamitafites the King into his Power, he re¬ 
duc’d the whole Country into a Province of the Em- 


Armenia 


pire 




and at the fame Time rewarded thof 


and Tetrarchs who were in his Ser 


King 


noble and munificent Prefents 


fining 


, who many 
^ mini & others great 

Sums, according to their feveral Actions and De- 
ferts. 


And leaving all Thin 


s 


good Order, and 


fufficient Garifons to fecure the Country, he march’d 
forwards with his vidorious Army, conquering the 
Dominions of the King of Varthia , and then en- Panhh, 

where * 

her Places, and poUm !? d( 


ter’d that opulent Country of Mefomami 


he took the City of Nifibis , and 

Kingdom like Armenia , a Province of 

. In all which the King of Varth 


mad 


conquer 


the Jbmpire. 
conftrain’d to 


was 


fubffiit, after many 


Skirmifhes, En 




is, and a Thoufand noble 

perform’d by this Emperor ^ wherein he not 


counters. Attacks, Sie 
Ads. 


ft 


nly fhew’d himfdf 



a 


fon of infinite 


Valour, and Induflry, but 
and Condud, as well a 



*r 1 •* 
£W V 


vife of 



0 


;t Policy and Difcipl 



always march’d on Foot at the Head oi 

T 2 


bis A 


rny* 
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fucceeded with fuch dreadful Lightnings and Thun¬ 
ders* as overthrew the moft lately Palaces and 
Buildings in Antioch, and it feem’d as though the 
World was all in Flames* and the Earth open'd to 
devour all Human Kind. The Sea was alfo in a 

V « 

wonderful Motion* which was feconded with fuch 
extream Heats,that Men were obliged to (trip them- 
felves and go under Ground. Many Cities in the Eafi 
were likewife ruin'd* many Hills and Mountains 
funk, and became level* many Rivers were dry'd up* 
and many Waters and Fountains fprung up in new 
Places. In the City of Antioch almoft all the Houfes 
and Buildings were entirely demolifh'd* and many 
Thoufands of People flain; particularly Be do the 
Confulj and Trajan himfelf was in great danger of 
his Life*efcaping by a fudden leaping out of a Win¬ 
dow into the Fields, where he was conftrain'd to 

N ; X . 

remain for many Days in Tents. Some write he 
was held in the Air by an unknown Hand for fome 
fpaceyand 'tis believ'd by many* thatthefe Cala¬ 
mities were Inftances of the Divine Difpleafure* for 
the Severities towards the Chrifiians ; and that thefe 
caus'd fome Remorfe in Trajan s Mind upon their 
Account* and difpos'd him to a better Opinion of 
that Religion in the reft of his Reign* it being now 

about the 17*6 Year* A.D.115. 

Trajan with great Diligence and Induftry repair’d 
Antioch , and the other Cities that fuffer’d by this Ca¬ 
lamity $ and the following Summer he gather'd all 
his Forces together* and parted from Antioch to pro¬ 
ceed in his famous Expeditions he had begun** di« 
reding his March towards the Eaft, to make a Con- 
queft of Ajfyria .and Chaldaa y with the renown'd 
City of Babylon * Capitol of the ancient Monarchy 
of the Ajjyrians. And being to pafs the famous Ri« 
ver Euphrates * at a large winding of it* he was ob* 
iig'd to encounter many great Difficulties and Dan~ 
gers a For the ?arthians i with their utmoft Power* 

*' T 3 en* 


■t » 









Q 


endeavour’d to flop bis Paffage ; but Trajan, by his 



eme 


indefatigable Toil and Induftry, found out a 

dy for this Inconvenience, fecretly caufmg Boats to 

be made upon the adjoining Mountains, and bring¬ 
ing them upon Carnages to the Water-fide, fudden- 
made a Bridge over the River, and pafs’d his Ar¬ 
my with great Celerity, but not without great 
Slaughter and Danger on both Sides. Having pafs’d 
the River, he boldly advanc’d forward, conquer¬ 
ing and fubduing Cities and Caftles in all Parts, and 



among the reft, the great City 





in 


in whofe Fields Alexander the Great Overthrew 
King Darius. After which he ftill continu’d his 
iuccefsful Progrefs, and conquered other Countries 
where the Roman Standards had never been before 

0 

difplay’d: and from thence, without meeting any 
great Oppofition, he advanc’d up to the Walls of 
the famous City Babylon, the Power and Greatnefs 


of'which we read fuch Wonders 


Force of Arms 


3 


he 


■> 


and taking it by 


alfo fubdu’d all its Territories 




3 


by which means he became entire Mafter of thofe 
rich and noble Countries Chaltfaa and JJjyria. Here 
and Ally- he defign’d to make a Cut from the great River E u 


ChalJcca 


ilJ CQu 

v 



phrates to the 



Tile is 


Tigris 

o 


for the Conveniency of his 




KlV 


Wi 


and his Marches • but finding the former 
fo much higher than the other, as to render 

upon 


one linnavigable, he mounted his Veffeis 


Land-Carriages ; 

s 


and brough 


c 


them to the Tigris 
from whence he advanc’d to the great City Ctefipbon 


© 

y 


9 


which he took, and open’d 


3 


hinifelf a 


Per -1 a 


3 


gan 

o 



i 


v, — 


Paffage into 
ftill made new Con quells, and 
new Places to the Wonder and Terror of 


w ner 


? 




iiV 


aii 1M actons 


9 


But 


for 



^ciculars of thefe great 


Wars and Conquefts, Authors have been too brief 


and iaccindl 


a 


nd 


by reafon of the 


Lofsof others 


aiiu -l uwiuvi - cuju uj ui titu AjUIj ut vytiiv* 

many noble Acts' and great Exploits of this £mpe- 


.For arc unknown 


o ns 




Traym' 

f 
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Trajan having made himfelf Lord of all thofe Na 
tions about the Rivers Tigris and Euphrates, with o 
ther Countries and Provinces adjoining; he took 
new Ways., and went down the River Tigris towards 
the Ttrfian Gulf, to fubdue a mighty King call’d A 
thambilus , who inhabited a confiderabielfland, made 


by the divided Streams of that Ri\ 


At the Em- &*** 


peror’s Arrival 


Terror of his Arms was fo great, Con % Ue fl s 


that the King and the Inhabitants of thofe Parts 
fubmitted, yielding up all into his Hands. But here 
he met with exceeding great Dangers and Inconve¬ 
niences; for, Winter coming on, he was affiided 
with fuch violent Rains, Stqrms and Tempefts, to¬ 
gether with fuch Inundations of the Tigris , that he 


was in danger of lofing the greateft part of his Ar 
my. After which, with indefatigable Pains he fit¬ 
ted out a large Fleet, and failing down the Ferfian 
Gulf, enter’d the vaft Oriental Ocean, conquering 

even to the Indies , and fubduing part of them to the 
Rowan Empire; having firft receiv’d Information of 
thofe Countries, by certain Merchant Ships, failing 

into thofe Parts. But this vaft Attempt againft the 


Indies, and along thofe Coafts, fucceeded not long 
according to Trajan s Expectation : For not only the 
Revolts of fome of his new Conquefts, oblig’d him 
to (horten his intended Voyage and Expedition ; but 
likewife the fcarcity of Provifions, and Convenien- 


thofe Coafts and Count! 


s 


quite contrary 


3 


the fam’d Reports of their Fertility and. Abundance 
was a Means to draw him from fuch diftant Parts 
of the World. For which Caufes any further At¬ 
tempts feem’d unworthy of fo great an Emperor • 

efpecially fince he found himlelf too aged and un- 


V 


ldy for extraordinary Fatigues. 

return with his Fleet to 


therefore he re* 
the VerHan Gulf 


folv 

* 

Upon thefe Seas he be_ 
feds of Age, and the Decay of Vigour, and faid 



relied upon the De- 


If the Divine Favers had prefervd to him his 


3 

formet 


T 
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fon for his Succeifor, as fotne believe, imitating 
Alexander the Great, whom he ever endeavour’d to ex¬ 
cel in Honour and Renown. But his Wife Vlot'ma, 
finding his Nephew <iAEiius Adriams , or Hadria - ' 

ms, a Perfon of great Authority and Popularity, 
and no lefs Wifdom and Merits, endeavour’d with 
great Diligence and Policy to gain him the Empire. 

In order to effed this great Defign, the Death of 
Trajan, according to Agreement, was for fome * 

Space conceal’d, till Adrian had founded the Incli¬ 
nation of his Army, and Vlotina the Nobility of Rome , 
and fhortly after fhe produc’d a forg’d Inftrument, 

importing, That Trajan had adopted him for his Son 

and SucceJJbr . Finally, their Policies and Artifices 
fucceeded fo well, that the Defign took effed, and 
the Army immediately fwore Obedience and did 
Homage to Adrian , notwithstanding his being ab- 
fent from Rome , and in the City of Antioch , where 
he had been left by Trajan , as General of all the 
Forces in the Eafi . He doubled the ufual Dona¬ 
tive to the Soldiers, for a fortunate Prefage of his 
future Reign; and immediately wrote to the Se¬ 
nate, excufing himfelf for affuming the Empire with- - 
out their firfi Choice and Approbation ; being occafional 
hy the hafly Salutation of the Soldiers , who rightly judg'd, . 

That the Senate ought not to be long without a Head; 
concluding with a Petition , To be confirm'd in the 

Empire $ which after a little Confideration of his 
Merits and Alliance with Trajan , was eafily grant- Adrian 
ed, and he acknowledg’d and obey’d by all Men as m ^ e Em 
Emperor. Adrian was by Defcent a Spaniard , and ^ ror ° 
of Italic a , the fame City where Trajan was born, his 

Mother’s Name being Domitia Vaulina of Cales in 
Spain . He was Nephew to Trajan by his Mother, 
others fay by his Father, tho’ fome fay he was Son 
of his Coufm German ,• and was marry’d to Sa¬ 
bina, Trajan s Sifter’s Daughter. ‘When he enter’d 

upon the Empire, he was about forty Years of- 

Age, 


* 



1 
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Age, beluga Prince highly acceptable, and pro- 

mifing to the Roman State ; for he had in the laft 

Reign born the higheft Offices both Civil and Mi¬ 
litary, which he difcharg'd with much Honour and 
Reputation. 

Shortly after the Death of Trajan , before 'A&rU 
Ww left the Eafk, the Tarthians and fome other Na¬ 
tions lately conquer’d, reaffum’d their former Cou¬ 
rages, and began to make Revolts • and likewife 
in Britain , and fome other Parts, there began to 
be fome Alterations and Infurredions. All which 

l 

A&rian might with no Difficulty have pacify’d 

and fuppreis’d by the Force and Power of his 
Arms, and wanted neither Courage nor Forces 
to effect it ; but he thought it moft convenient 
to decline the Extremities of War and Violence.. 
For tho’ this Emperor was but little Inferior to 
his Uncle in Courage and Arms, yet he much 
differ’d in his Temper and Inclinations: Trajan 
had . a mighty Thirft after Honour and Fame* 
and grafp’d at all Occafions and Methods to en¬ 
large the Bounds of the Roman Empire; but A* 
drians principal Care was to preferve the ancient 
Limits entire, without any ambitious Profpedts of 
, farther Conquers. Therefore in the Beginning of 
his Reign, he in a great Meafure abandon’d the 
Provinces of the Tarthians, and other Provinces 
of the Eafty beyond the Euphrates to the Indies, 
which Trajan had conquered; judging Tart hi a, 
Media , Mesopotamia, and the reft of thofe diftanf 
Provinces, to be of a greater Inconvenience tc 
the Romm Empire, than Advantage ; and for the 
better Safety and Security of other Places, he 
made Euphrates the Boundary and Barrier in thofi 
Parts, and plac’d his Legions about the Banks o 
that River. Some are of Opinion, that he di< 

A 

this cut of a fecret Envy and tacit Detraction 

o 


r 
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wanted no Strength nor Abilities either for Arms or 
Learning, in which he induftrioufly endeavour'd to 
excel all Men. He compos'd excellently well both 
in Profe and Verfe, pleaded Caufes, and became 
perfed in Oratory ,* but fo much affe&ed the Stile 
and Phrafe of ancient Times, that he preferred Cato 

before Cicero , Ennius before Virgil s and Cacilitts be¬ 
fore Sallufi . He was a Angular Mathematician, and 
a Mafter of all its feveral Parts,* and was no lefs 

knowing the Vertues and Pro- 
and Minerals. In Drawing and 
Paintings he was equal to the greateft Matters ,* and 
was an excellent Mufician, and fungto Admiration* 
Befides all, he had a Memory beyond Belief, and 
could exatttly retain all Places, Bufineffes, and Sol¬ 
diers, calling them all by their Names, tho’ he had 
been long abfent from them ,* and moreover was of 
fuch a Capacity, that he cou’d endite, write and 
confer of Bufinefs all at one Inftant. Finally, he is 
faid to be as much Mafter of all Arts and Sciences, 
as almoft any Man cou’d be of one ; being likewife 
very expert and politick in Wars and Military Difci* 
pline, and was very firong, able and skilful in Arms, 
both on Foot and Horfe-back : And was alfo much 
addicted to all forts of Huntings ,* in which he was 
fo dextrous, that with his own Hands he frequently 
kill’d Lions, Bears, Wild-Boars, and other fierce 
Beafts. And though he ever lov’d, and continual!) 
endeavour’d the Peace of the Roman Empire, yet ir 
all his Reign he had a more than ordinary Can 
of Martial Difcipline ,* feverely punifhing the Vice 
and Licentioufnefs of Soldiers, corre&ing and re 
forming paft Errors, and prefcribing new Rules fc 
the future. 

Shortly after his Entrance into the City, he toe 
an Oath, That he wou’d never punifti a Senator, < 
therwife than by the very Sentence of the Senate 

and at his Birth-Day he exhibited many Shows ar 

Gam 
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journey. 
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himfelf from the Infamy and Envy of this Fa<S, 
snaking a large Congiary or Diftribution of Money 
among the People, conferring great Favours and 
Privileges upon many, and exhibiting magnificent 
Games and Spectacles to the City j not forgetting a 
careful Execution of Juftice in his Government* 
.Staying at Rome for a Ihorcer Time than before, he 
refolv’d to vifitthe whole Empire in Perfon, to fee 
that all Things were regulated and eftabliflfd to the 
Honour and Safety of the Publick ; and taking with 
him a fplendid Court, and a confiderable Force, he 
firft enter’d the Province of GauL where he made a 

j ■ 

Luftration of all the Inhabitants, view'd the chief 
Cities and Fortifications, and gave many Marks of 
his Favour, as he did in all other Places of the 
Empire. In his Travels he ufually faid. That an 

Emperor ouyht to imitate the Sun, 7vho carries his Light 
through all the Corners and Regions of the Earth ; and he 

moft commonly traveled on Foot, and always with 
his Head bare, making no Diftindion between the 
frozen Mountains of the Alps 3 and the fcorching 
Sands of zAEgypt. From Gaul he w#nt into Germany , 
carefully furveying the Legions and Armies there * 
and tho' he endeavour'd to preferve Peace rather 
than promote Wars,, yet heftri&ly kept his Soldiers 
to true Difcipline and Hardfhips, and carefully ba- 
nific'd all Luxury and Delicacies from the Camp, 
Fie put down the Ufe of Arbours, fhady Walks, 
and Grotto’s among the Soldiers, cut off many fu 
perfiuous Expences of his Officers ; and to excite 
them by his own Example, he exercis’d himfelf ii 
all Hardfhips, and often walk’d twenty Miles toge 
ther at the plead of his Troops. He alfo conform'* 
himfelf to the Lives and Habits of the ordinary So! 
diers, eating their Ammunition Bread, Bacon, an 
Cheefe, after the Examples of the Younger Scip 
and Met dim. ; but where his Commands were hard* 
than ordinary, he was ready to give them Mone 

ar 


♦ 




tants and Romans which dwelt there, as. well the 


i 





Garrifons, as the Natives and Colonies. 

. w _ > f' * * 

better Eftablimment of future Peace and Security/he 
caus’d a mighty Wall to be made of Wd’od" 


4 . - 



A'fam ous 

Earth, extending from the River Eden in Cumberland, 
to the Tine in Northumberland 3 eight Miles in length 


Britain. 


and all to prevent the Incurfion of the wilder Bri 
tains , and dangerous Neighbours, that daily-difturb’d 


the Peace of the Romans. This ftupendious Work 

the Third Year of his Reign : And 


was 


begun in 




having taken all neceffary care in this Ifland, the 
Emperor return’d into Gaul , where he ere&ed fome 
famous Buildings, fome to the Honour of Vlotina , 
and conferr’d many Favours and Honours in that 
Country. • Having thus vifited all Gaul and the Bor¬ 
ders,, he directed his Journey for Spain $ and at his 
Arrival he was received with great Joy and Satisfa¬ 
ction, being a Native of that Country. After he 
had view’d and vifited many Places, he took <up 
his Winter-Quarters in the City of Tar agon , where 
he call’d a Meeting or Parliament of all the Provin¬ 


ces in 'Spain, and ordain’d many 


Things 


for the 


Good and Benefit of that Country. At this Place, 
walking in a Garden, .a Servant of the Houfe ran 
furioufly at him with a dra/vn Sword to kill him ; 
but the Emperor clofing with the Man, took him 
Prifoner, deliver’d him to his Guards 


3 


and 



e 


ad 


of punilhing him, fenc him a Phyfician to bleed him 


3 > 


as a Perlon quite diftratted ,• which was a remarka¬ 
ble 











* 







oman 



Book 




0 


The Emperor continuing in Rome fora confidera- 
ble fpace, towards the feventh Year of his Reign he 
receiv’d Intelligence that the Yarthims began to make 
War againft the Empire ,• which caus’d him to ha- 

ften his Journey into the Eaf ; and making all ne- 
cefiary Preparations, he refolv’d to profecute the 
War in Perfon j which fo alarm’d the Enemy, that 

they immediately fu’d for a Peace, and obtain’d it. 
This‘gave Adrian an Opportunity of purfuing his 
Travels without Moleftation ,* and beginning his 
Journey, he fhortly arriv’d in the Leffer Jfia, from 
whence he turn’d back into Greece to the renown’d 

«r | 

City-of Athens.- Here he made a confiderable ftay, 
took upon him the Place and Honour of Archon , ce¬ 
lebrated their foleitsn Sports, and gave many parti 
cular Laws and Privileges to that City; but especi¬ 
ally was enter d into thei^ Eleujinian My fteries,which 
were accounted the moft facred and venerable of the 
whole Gentile World, and 


* 

Way of Eminence 
were particularly ftyi’d the Myfleries . The Empe 



> 




ror’s bufie and fu perditions Zeal iathis Place, was a 
fufficient Warrant for many to puffiie and opprefs 
the Chrifiians more feverely than formerly ; which 
caus’d the Perfecution to grow fo fierce and hot, that 
they were forc’d to remonftrate and declare their 
Cafe to the Emperor himfelf. And particularly St. 


Quad? atm 3 Rifhop of Athens , and Ari/tides a Chriftian 

Philofopher in the fame Cicy, prefented Apologies 

to Adrian , defending the Chriftian Religion from the Ex¬ 
ceptions and Calumnies of its Enemies , and vindicating it 


from thofe Tretences upon which ill Men fought its Ruin 
and Defiruction j and above all 3 they particularly urg 3 d our. 
Saviours Miracles , his curing Difeafes, and raifwg the 
Detuf of which fome Infances were fill alive . Thefe 

Apologies, and Letters from Serenius Granianus , Pro- 
conful of Afa, which reprefented the unjuft Pro 
ceedings again ft the Chrifiians 9 • took ^ off the • Keen 
eft of the Emperor’s fury , and caus’d him to writ 

^ v S' ? 
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the Governors of Provinces. 'That the Chriftians A* D m 


(bondnot be punijtid for the f 




feftly tranfgrejsd the Laws of the Emp 


except they had mam 


likewife 



far wrought into a good Op 


And he was 

of 


Chrifiknity 3 that Lampridius tells us, he defign’d to 

build a .Temple to Cbriji , and to receive him into the 
Number of their Gods $ and that he commanded 
Temples to be built in all Cities without Images* 
which were for a long fpace call’d Adrians : but 


was flopp’d 


t AVjiJg vtm w ywtv a y uuk 

Proceedings by fome, who con- 


fulting the Oracle, had been told* that if this fuc 
ceeded, the Fagan Temples would be deferted^ and 

all Men become Ghrifikns, 

After a whole Winter’s continuance in Athens , the 


Emperor return’d towards Italy , taking Sicily by his 

Way, where he vifited t ^AEtna the famous Burning 
Mountain, and the principal Places of that Ifland ; 


and after that return’d a fourth Time to Rome. 


f > 


But 


after a fhort flay, he prepar’d Ships and Gallies, and 

erofs’d the Mediterranean into ^/ric^, where he yvas re¬ 
ceiv’d with incredible Joy and Satisfaction, notonly 
fob the Efteem the Inhabitants had for him, but alfo 
feecaufe his Arrival was attended with plentiful Show¬ 
ers of Rain, which'the Country had wanted for five 
Years together. Here the Emperor fpent much Time 
in regulating and reforming the Government, in 
ending and deciding Controverfies, and in ordering 


among 



many : magnificent Buildings to be erected 
which was his Re-edifying a great part of the 
mous City of Carthage , which he commanded to be 

Stay- 

d prof- 


d Adrianople, according to his own Name 


mg a confiderable Time sn Africk 


he 


perouily to Rome a fifth Time, where he carefully 
provided for all other Matters of the Empire • yet 
he made no long flay ; but when all expe&ed and 
hop’d for his continuance in the City, he fuddenly 

got ready for his Journey into the Eafi . He travell’d 

^ fecond Time into Greece, and viewing all Parts, he 

caus d 
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piter Cap Minus, which extreamly offended the Jews, 
and rais’d greater Mifchiefsthan ever; and he like- 
wife chang’d its former Name, and call’d it Airis 
Capitolina , which was done in the 14th Year of his 
Reign, 59 Years after its Deftrudion fay Titus . 

Thefe and many other flatters being tranfaded 
by Adrian $ during his Abode in Afia and zAEgyp he 
return’d into Europe j and arriving in Greece, he re¬ 
main’d a confiderable fpace with his whole Court in 
the City of Athens . Being there, in the 16th Year 
of his Reign, the Jews again rais’d a dangerous Re- 

bellion,deftroying what Romansthey cou’d in Jud&a, 
Galilee , and other Parts, with an infinite number of 
Chrifiians . They were firft incens’d by the Privileges 
of the Vagan Worfhippers in their new City, and af¬ 
terwards confirm’d by one who pretended he came 
down as a Light from Heaven to deliver them from 

Slavery and Bondage, declaring, He was the Star 
foretold hy Baalamy whence being call’d Barcocaby he 
was worfhipp’d and receiv’d as the Mejfiah ; which 
brought the Jews in all Nations into this Sedition. 
Dio tells us, That the whole World was in a manner 
fhaken by this Commotion of the Jews, But Adrian 
fpeedily fent hisbeft Commanders againft this obfti- 
nate and perfidious Nation, the chief of whom be¬ 
ing Julius Severus } Governor of Britain. And tho’ 
he gain’d the Vidory at laft, he would not have cho- 
fen many Triumphs at the Purchafe of fo much 
Blood. But the extraordinary Strength now in the 
JewsyWas given them for their Deftrudion ; and. the 
more dangerous this Rebellion had been, the more 
fevere was the Emperor’s Puni(hment,and the greater 
his Care in preventing the like Mifchiefs for the fu¬ 
ture. The War was concluded in two Years time 
with the Demolifhment of Fifty of their ftrongeft 
Cities, the Deftrudion of 98 y of their beft Towns, 
the Death of $$cooo Men in Battels and Skirmiflies, 
befides infinite Numbers confum’d by Famines and 

Difeafes, 
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Bifeafes, and their whole Land laid wafte, which 
almoft prov’d the Extirpation of the Jewijh Nation. 
The laft Adrian after this ftrange Defolation, banifh’d all Jews 

aT out J u ^ a i an ^ by publick Decree prohibited any 
the jews. of them to come in View of that Country, or fo 
A. D. much as look towards their Soil or City. Dio tells 
^134, us, that this Defolation was foretold by the falling 

afunder of Solomon' s Sepulchre,- ~and by Wolves and 
Hyama’s, who ho wl’d about the Streets, and devour’d 
People in the Fields. This happen’d four Years after 
the Re-edifying of Jerufakm> and fixty three after the 
Deftrudion of that City by Titus , and the firft Dif- 
perfion of the Jews . This Jewijh Infurre&ion was 
immediately follow’d by a dangerous Irruption of 
th ,q Alani and Mafagetes, barbarous Nations of Scy¬ 
thia A/iatica, who enter’d Media with great Fury, 
and came into Armenid, paffingin their Ravages and 
Devaftations as far as Cappadocia , where Flavius Ar - 
nanus was Commander for the Emperor. But Adri¬ 
an, who ever chofe Peace before an unprofitable 
War, us’d fuch Means, and fent fuch Prefents to 
their King, that they all return’d peaceably into 
their own Country. 

Adrian having eflablifh’d all Matters with great 
Wifdom and Advantage in the feveral Parts of the 
Empire, after he had bellow’d many Gifts and Fa¬ 
vours upon the Cities of Greece , he refolv’d to con¬ 
clude his whole journey, and to return to Rome for 
the reft of his Days, having fpent thirteen Years in 
furveying the Empire, befides the fevqral Times of 
his Continuance in Rome . This was his fixth and 
laft Time of his Return to the City, where his En¬ 
trance was exceeding grateful, and acceptable to al! 
People3 and tho’ he began to be old and unweildy 
he was no lefs diligent in the publick Adminiftration 
than when he had his greateft Strength. He fettle* 
all Affairs with extraordinary Order and Regularity 

he eftablifffd the Palatine and publick Offices, 

re due 
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its Happinefs, He like wife infifted upon the Vertues 
and Merits of the Perfon, and having adopted him, 
and entitl’d him Cafar 3 he chang’d his Name to *AEM- 
us Verm $ ordering likewife the Celebration of the 
Cinenfian Games* and a Donative to the Soldiers 
and People, On the fame Day he commanded Se- 

veriams , a great and popular Man, to be flain, to- 
gether with his own Nephew Fufcus , for Certain 
fufpicions of Treafon and Ufurpation ,• and like¬ 
wife he commanded fome others to be put to Death 
upon Pretences not wholly juftifiable, his Infirmi¬ 
ties difclofing his innate Cruelty, which before this 
Time had {hewn it felf too openly in fome Ih- 

Hances. 

In a fhort Time the Bodily Infirmities of the new. 

adopted Cafiar appear’d fo manifeftly, that Adrian 
began to repent of his chufing fo feeble a Succeffor ,• 

and he often faid, Float he had leand againfi a rotten 

V ; alh 7 but his Death foon after reliev'd the Empe¬ 
ror s Fears. Upon which he immediately adopted 
Marcus Antoninus an eminent Man, afterwards fur- 
nam’d Tins; at the fame Time obliging him to adopt 

two others,* namely, Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Ve¬ 
rm 3 two promifing Youths, who afterwards became 
Emperors. All which being eftablifh’d with the Ap¬ 
probation of the Senate and chief of Rome , and the 
Emperors Diftemper increafing, he caus’d himfelf 
to be carry’d to the City of Bat#; where his Pains 
became very tormenting, and fomedmes threw him 
into Convulfions,* fo that he often endeavour’d to 
deftroy himfelf, crying out. Bow miferakle it is to 
feek Death , and not to find him ! He made ufe of 
Gifts and Promifes, and fomedmes Threatnings to 
provoke his Attendants to kill him $ but fome alledg’d 
Pity, fome Piety, and. others Fear, till at laft by 
the Advice of his Phyficians, he abftain’d from 
all kind of Suftenance, which brought him to 
an eafie Death, often ufing the common Saying, 

A MuU 
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ny •which traveled with the Emperor were prejudicial and 
hurdenfome to the Provinces and Cities through which 
they pafsd ; and that in vifiting fome Places he was 
too distant from others ; and therefore the mofl proper place 
for the Emperor to remain at was Rome; the great Me¬ 
tropolis of the Empire , featedin the Heart of it 3 and mofi 
convenient to receive Emhajfies and Mejjages from all Parts ■ 

of the World \ So by ftri&ly obferving this Rule, he 
had the good Fortune to fupprefs all the Wars and 
Infurre£Hons in his Reign by his Governours and 
Commanders. 

Thofe few Troubles and In fur regions that we 
read of in this Reign were in Britain y in Dacia , and 
In Germany ; and all were made towards the begin¬ 
ning of this Emperors Reign. The firft was in Bri¬ 
tain by the more barbarous and uncivilized Part of 
that Nation., bat they were foon quell'd by the Care 
and Induftry of the Emperor's Lieutenant Lollius Ur - 
hicus y who after that improv’d Adrians Wall with 
larger Fortifications, or rather added another Wall 
to the former; for which Services he obtain'd/the 

Surname of Britannicm . Thofe in Dacia and Germ a- 

wy happen'd fhortly after, but were fuccefsfully fup- 
prefs’d by the Commanders in thofe Parts; in which 
Wars the Emperor’s Skill and Management gain'd 
him fuch Reputation in all Parts, that for many 
Years after he rul'd the World by his own Authority, 
without any confiderable War or Bloodfhed : So that 
Aur. Vittor. tells us, that all Kings, Nations and 
People flood in awe of him, and at the fame time 
fo lov'd and efteem’d him, that they accounted hiti 
rather their Father and Patron, than their Lord ant 
Emperor; and all unammoufly chofe him for thei 
Judge and Arbitrator of Controverfies, looking up 
on him as though he had come down from Heavet 
lie was fo much efteem’d among Foreigners, th£ 
she Inhabitants of Hyrcania , a Province of JJia y nes 
the Cafpian Sea, and the Ba8riam y a very remote an 
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nuch refus’d * but at length accepted of it with great 
Courtefie and Humility. They likewife offer’d to 


give the Names of Antoninus and Faufiina to the 
Months September and Qffober y in Honour of him 

and his Emprefs, but he utterly refus’d that Offer, 
He always entertain’d the Senators and Noblemen 
with all imaginable Honour and Courtefie, and ne¬ 


ver aded any Matter of Importance without their 
Advice and Approbation ,• and he often wifh’d, 

be fuch an Emperor to the Senate , as he y if he was a 


to 



privd P erf on , woud defire of another Prince , always 

giving Reafons for every thing he aded,either to the 
Senate, or in his Edids. He generally fought to mo¬ 
derate the State and Majefty of an Emperor, and 


eafie, and pleafant to 


Jliew’d himfelf very affable 
all Men, permitting his Friends to fee him undrefs’d, 
and taking their Jeffs with an unaffeded Patience 
and Freedom. But he was very ftrid as to his Ser¬ 
vants Advantages, and took a fpecial Care that none 
of his Courtiers fhou’d make any Profit of his Fa¬ 
vours to another, nor take Bribes or Gratuities of fuch 
as were Suiters to him ,* for which Reafon he gene*- 
rally gave Audience and Anfwer to all Men himfelf 
in Ferfon ,• and in this Matter he knew-the Quality 
and Difference between Men to an extraordinary 
Perfedion, ufing fomedmes the Advice of others 
when he found it neceffary. For the folving all Dif¬ 
ficulties, befides the Affiftance of his ordinary Coun¬ 
cil, and of his own Skill and Knowledge in the 
Laws, he had always fome eminent Lawyers near 

him, particularly Marcellas Jabolenus , and others. By 
which, and other wile Methods, the Provinces and 
Cities in his Reign flourifhd and became richer 
than formerly^ many of which Cities he reliev’d 
with his own Revenues towards their Encreafe and 
Buildings, whether they were for Neceffity and Con¬ 
venience, or for Beauty and Ornament. And when 

any Misfortune or Calamity befeS a City, he care- 
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vernment. 


Thefe two Emperors began their Reign with great 
Happinefs and Profperity ,* and towards the latter 
End of the firft Year, Antoninus had a Son born, 
whom he call'd Commodm, The Birth of this Prince, 
whofe Life feems to have been a Diftionour to Na¬ 
ture, was fignaliz’d by many deplorable Difafters,* 
particularly the River Tiber , by an Inundation over¬ 
whelm'd a confiderabie part of Rome, bore along with 
it a multitude of People and Cattle, ruin'd all the 
Country, and caus'd an extream Famine. This In¬ 
undation was feconded by Earthquakes, Burning-of 
Cities, and a general Infe&ion of the Air, which 
immediately produc'd an infinite Number of Infers; 
who wafted all that the Floods had fpared • all which 
Calamities the two Emperors remedy'd in a great 
Meafure by their diligent Diftribution of fuch Suc¬ 
cours as were needful. At the fame Time the whole 


World refounded with the Noife of Wars, which al- 
moft at once broke out in many Parts. The Vanhl - 
ans s under the Condud of their King Fologefus , fur- 
priz'd the Roman Legions in Armenia , and cut them 

in Pieces ; then entring Syria , they drove out Attai¬ 
ns Cornelianus, the Governour of that Country. The 
Catti at the fame time invaded German) and Rbatia, 
deftroying all with Fire and Sword,* and likewife 

the Britains begun to make Revolts. Calfurnim Agri¬ 
cola was fent againft the Britains i who joyning frdh 
Supplies with the ordinary Legions in the Ifland, 
fupprefs'd the Inhabitants,* Aufidim Vi Borinas foon re¬ 
pel] d the Catti ; but the Varthian War being of great- 
eft Danger and Importance, one of the Emperors 
was judg'd moft proper for this Enterprize, and Ferns 

himfdf undertook the Expedition, and fet forward 
; In 
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Empire, and made Irruptions even into Italy 


Ut 


The 

s » 

Germans were foon repuls'd by Antoninus , and hi$ 
two Lieutenants Feriinax and Fompeianm ; but in 
the following Year, when the Plague rag'd ftill 
more, the united Powers of many barbarous Na 


* i 


tions, became an exceeding Terror to the City. In 
order to put a flop to fo many Miferies that threate¬ 
ned the Empire, Antoninus us'd all Kinds of Me¬ 
thods Humane and Divine, efpecially the latter^ 
which he purfu’d with infinite Zeal and Superfti 
tion. 

• -»» 

the innumerable Company of Sacrifices, vow'd 


He fent for Priefts from all Parts to difpatch 


and offer'd upon this Occafion • Celebrated all the 
Sacred Foreign Rites that were ever known in 
Rome; purg'd the City all manner of ways,* and 
exhibited the Solemnities called Lefiifternia feven 

Days together. This Superftitious Zeal is by the rh fourth 
molt Judicious believ’d to be the Caufe of the fevere General 
Perfecution of the Chriftians , which rag'd about ^£*"* 1 °* 
this' Time, and was the fourth General Perfecuti- e 1 


4 / 

on of the Catholick Church. This began about 
the fecond Year of this Reign, when j h/tin Mar¬ 
tyr prefented his fecond Apology, fhortly after 
which this great Man fufferd Martyrdom in Rome; 
but fince it became not hot, nor general till this 
Time, the fourth Perfecution is juftly plac’d here 





many 


5 


which was in the feventh Year of thi 


Reign, about fixty Years after the Beginning of 
the third Perfecution by Trajan , and forty nine af¬ 
ter the Beginning of that by Adrian , which by fome 
is reckon'd the fourth Perfecution. The Edife a- 


gainft 


the C hrifiiansy are 


by fome Admirers of An 


toninus , charg’d wholly upon Verus ; tho' others who 
had a venerable Efteem for the extraordinary Ver* 
tues and Excellencies of Antoninus , have neverthe- 
lefs attributed it in a great meafure to his Superfti 
tious Zeal to Fagarnfm* This Perfecution was te 
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ry fevere* and rag’d in many Parts of the Empire* 

deftroying befides Jufiin Martyr , St. Volycarp, Biftiop 
of Smyrna, and an infinite Number of others ; and 

was not relax’d till about feven Years after this great 

Irruption, 

Antoninus having us’d all Kihds of Sacrifices* 
Proceffions* and Superftitious Rites, march’d a- 

gainft the Marcomanni and Quadi, taking Virus a® 
long with him, who had rather have ftaid behind 
at Rome to continue his Debaucheries, which Anto« 
ninus endeavour’d to prevent. The two Empe¬ 
rors therefore took the Way of Aquileia, where 
they advanc’d towards the Marcomanni , who were 
encamp’d not far diftanc* beat them out of their 
Trenches, and made a great Slaughter of them. 
Farias Vittorinus , Captain of the Guards, was flain 
in the Battel* with a great Number of his beft 
Troops *• but this did not hinder the two Empe¬ 
rors from purfuing their Advantage, preffing fo 
forcibly upon the Enemy, that at iaft they broke 

through their Army,* which occafion’d the grea¬ 
ts ft Part of their Allies to flay the Authors of the 
Revolt, draw off their Forces, and defire a Truce. 
Verus fatisfy’d with thefe Conditions, and fighing 
after the Delights and Pleafures of Rome , urg’d 
Antoninus to agree to their Propofais, and return 
back : But Antoninus urg’d the Perfidioufnefs of 

thefe barbarous People, who ftill wanted not 
Strength to difturb the Empire, and immediately 
order’d his Troops to march. The two Empe¬ 
rors therefore pafs’d the Alps, purfu’d the Enemy, 
overcame them in feveral Contefts, defeated them 
entirely, and return’d into Italy without any con- 
fiderable Lofs. Winter was now far advanc’d, 
and they had made a Refolution of flaying at 
Aqtiileia dll it was paft, but the Plague oblig’d them 

to part from thence with fom§ of their Forces *• in 

which 
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Troops with great Skill and Conduit. But this 


Affront fo rouz’d the Fury and Courages of the 
Romans, that in a fhort time they repuls’d thefe 
formidable People, and drove them into Pannonia . 


About which time the Moors ravag’d Spain with 

Fire and Sword, an$ the Shepherds in zAsgypt, who 


were a Kind 


of Banditti , took up Arms 


3 


and made 

The f 


r- 


a dangerous Infurre&ion in thole Parts, 
mer were foon quell’d in Spain by the Emperor’s 
Lieutenants; and the latter happily difpers’d by 


the Courage and Policy of Cajfius. Thefe Sue 
ceffes were feconded with further Advantages over 

the Northern Nations by the Emperor Antoninus , 


who fo weary’d and harrafs’d them by his repeat 


ed Attacks and Skirmifhes 


y 


that 


he conftrain’d 


them to receive fuch Articles as he thought con¬ 
venient to impofe upon them. After which Sue- 

ceffes, Antoninus return’d to Rome with great Ho¬ 
nour, where he celebrated his Decennalia according 

to Cuftom, and made fuch Vows as were ufual on 
thofe Occafions. 

During the Peace, Antoninus imploy’d himfelf 
in a further Reformation of the Laws and Policy : 
And firft he wifely prohibited. That no Enquiry 

fliould be made after the State and Condition 

* 

deceas’d Perfons after five Years; and left Crimes 

fhou’d go unpunifh’d, and private Perfons fuffer by 

Delays in Proceffes, after the Example of Attgu• 




fim, he. increas’d the Number of Court Days 

that there were two hundred and thirty in all. 

That thofe who were free-born, might the more 

cafily prove it, he ordain’d, that each Roman Citi¬ 
zen fhou’d go to the Treafury in the Temple of 


Saturn 


3 


where the publick Records were kept 


3 


to 


enter what Children they had born ; and he efta- 
blifhM Notaries to keep Regifters of all Births in 
the Provinces, He provided for the Security 
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> 

Minors and Pupils , by conftituting a particular 
Vrtftor call’d Tutelar is , becaufe his Office was to Pr£tor ^ 
appoint Tutors, and becaufe all Bufinefs concern- teiar ** 
ing Guardianfhip came under his Cognizance. He 
reform’d that Law which order’d-thofe Curators 
call’d Latoria, to be given to Minors only, in cafe Lsetorlie; 
of Madnefs or Extravagancy (which by /the Ro¬ 
man s were reckon’d a moral Madnefs) and had 
them given to all Minors without Exception. He 
moderated the publick Expences, and leffen’d the 
Number of Shows and Sports ; but maintain’d the 
Streets and High-ways at the publick Charge j and 
reform’d all the Abufes of Sales and Ufury. He 
made fevere Laws to hinder any Violence thaft 
might be done to the Sandity of Sepulchres • and 
like wife ordain’d, That the Poor fliou’d be bury’d 
at the Charge of the Publick. The Poor had ne¬ 
ver recourfe to him in vain ; and he took fuch 
Pleafure in relieving them, that he look’d upon it 
as one of the greateft HappinefTes of his Life, that 
he never wanted Means to perform it. To put a 
Reftraint upon the Luxury of the City , he prohi¬ 
bited the Ufe of Litters and Chariots to all inferior 
Perfons ; and endeavour’d by all Methods to correct 
the Loofenefs and Diforders of Women and Young 
People, without knowing it was his own pri¬ 
vate Intereft ,* for he was in great Meafure igno¬ 
rant of the. Wantonnefs and Irregularities of his, 
Emprefs Fauftina : But being once advis’d to divorce 
her for her ill Condud, we are told, that he made 

Anfwer, If we put her away> we are oblig'd in Jufiice 
to quit the Empire , which was her Dowry : But this is 

disbeliev’d by fome, as difagreeable to the Temper 

and Charader of Antoninus . 

Ih the mean time the Marcomanni , who only, 
defign’d to lay the Emperor afleep by their Sub* 

tniffion 3 and remove him further from them, tjo 
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make 


% » 

dvantage of his Abfence* all took up Arms 
with greater Fury than before. They were To 
much the more formidable* becaufe they had 


drawn over to their Side all the Nations from II 

% 

lyric am , to the furtheft Parts of Gaul. The Em- 
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peror who faw his Army wafted 



the Plague 



and fuch Loffes they had futtain’d in fevcral En 
counters* and the Treafure entirely exhaufted 
fo many Wars and Charges* found himfelf fur 
rounded with fuch Difficulties* as he had never ex¬ 
perienc'd till that time. He was conftrain’d to 
remedy the firft of thefe Misfortunes by lifting 
the Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and Darda- 
fiia 3 and the Slaves, which had never been pra&is’d, 
but in the fecond Tunick War; and the latter 
following the Examples of IS Terva and Trajan, and 

felling the Moveables belonging to the Empire. 
The Romans * who had no Money to fuccour their 
Prince* and fecure themfelves in a juft War* did 
not want it to purchafe the rich Furniture of the 
Palace* fuch as the Emperor’s Jewels* his Pictures* 
his Tape dry, his Veftels * and gold and filver Plate 



his Chryftals* the Emprefs’s rich Clothes* and the 
pearls* of which were vaft quantities in Adrians 

Cabinet: the Sale of all which continu’d two 

that 

the 


* 


Months* and rais’d fo confiderable a Fund 
Antoninus had Efficient Sums to defray all 
Expences of the War. At his Return he fignify’d 
it was his Pleafure, that all fhou’d reftore them 
at the fame Price they had bought them* but us’d 
no Con ft rain t to thofe who defir’d to keep them. 

his Departure he loft his fecond Son Vem 



e fo r e 


Cafar * who dy’d of an Impofthume* when he 
was feven Years of Age. He bore the Lofs with 


m u c 



r- 


ratiw 




nee* and forbad that the Feafts of Ju 
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then a folemnizing fhou’d be deferr’d 



publick Mourning ; contenting himfelf with rai 

fit) 



* 
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ger, and believing their Courage 
stli Things * continu’d 


Book 






overcome 


handing the Difadvantag 



aliandy notwith 


Place 




which 


d 


* 


of them to be flain than the Enemy 


9 


who wpu’d not leave that to Chance which they 
expected from Delay, (landing only upon the De~ 

fenfive. The Romans cou 

* 

* 

Reafon of this Conduce till the exceffive Heats 



not comprehend the 


between the Mountains, great Wearinefs, Wounds, 
and a violent Third had entirely difheartned and 
confounded them j at which time they found* 

fight nor retreat, and that 
themfelves. to- be cut in 

their barbarous Ene- 


that they could 



either fuff! 


lines. 



become a Prey to their 
this deplorable Extremity, where Rage 


and Defpair were their chief Compa 


3 


mnusy more 
his own. ra 


d 


Anto - 

Soldiers Miferies than 


through all their Ranks, and' in vain 


endeavour'd to raile their Hopes 
Sacrifices, in 



performing 


which they no longer now confided 
When the Sun had exhauded ail their Strength 


3 


they 

them 


perceiv’d 


their 


Enemies ready to attack 


3 


and having no Expe&at 


own Courages, from For 

^ I • _ _ ? ^ 


on either from 
or their Gods 


tain 



was 


ard 


t no 

but Groans and Lamentations 


* 


nor nothing feen but the blacked; Marks of the 

mod horrible .Defolation. But jud as the Army 

the 


w 


faithfulled \v 


ady to be dedroy’d, we are affur’d 



A Miracu- C hr iff 

hu* Lesion 


3 


than the folemn Prayers of the 


3 


ry. 
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of Rain 

reliev'd 

% 

Bucklers 
attack’d them 



which compos’d the chief of the Meiytene 

for their Deliverance, which 
by a hidden Fall of great Quantities 
nth which the fainting Soldiers were 
holding their Mouths, Helmets and 


UP 


to 



eaven. 
that Pod 


And while the Barb 


w their own Blood 


V- 



ire, making them fwal- 

ied with the Water, the 


fame 


p 
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fame Clouds that-had fent fo kind a Shower upon 

the Romans, at the fame time difcharg’d a terrible 
Storm of Hail, accompany’d with Fire and Thun¬ 
der againft the Enemy. So that while the former 
refrefh’d themfelves, and quench’d their Thirft, 
the latter were exceedingly fcorch’d, and con¬ 
founded with the amazing Flames from Heaven, 
which no Water cou’d extinguifh. The Romans 
recovering Strength and Courage, and being now 
rather enrag’d at the Affront they had receiv’d, 
than remembring the Danger they had efcap’d, 
unanimoufly cut in Pieces all that refitted them, 
put the reft to flight* and took great Numbers of 
Prifoners. 

The Subftance of this memorable Story is uni- 

verfally acknowledg’d by the Fagan Writers ,* but 
out of Malice to the Chriftians , they either afcribe 
it to the Power of Magick, or to the Prevalency 
of the Emperor’s own Prayers. However Antoni -■ 
nus became fo fenflble of a miraculous Affiftance, 
that he immediately relax’d the Perfecution a- 
gainft the Chriftians , which had been very fevere 
for about feven Years* and wrote to the Senate 
in favour of their Religion, and acknowledging 
the greatnefs of the Deliverance, order’d thofe to 
be punifh’d with Death who accus’d the Chriftians. 

The Roman Army upon this happy Victory, gave 

the Tide of Imp er at or to Antoninus, which was now 

the feventh Time; and the Emprefs Fauftina was 
likewife honour’d with the particular Title of Ma¬ 
ter Caftrorum , or Mother of Armies . Notwithftand- 
ing this great Advantage, the Barbarians continu’d 

the War above a Year longer, with many violent 
Struggles and Conflicts $ till finding themfelves un¬ 
able any longer to refift a Commander who had 
conquer’d them as much by his merciful Behavi¬ 
our, as his valiant A<5ts, fent to offer him Hoftages, 

and 
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wealth to all its Authority. Afterwards* partly by $ 
feign’d pretence of the Emperor s Death, and partly 
by his fubtle Infinuations, he gather’d fo much 
ftrength, as in a Abort time he brought under his 
Subje&ion all the Countries from Syria to Mount 
Taurus. Thefe Advantages and Succeffes appear’d 
very dangerous to the Emperor, who haftning his 
March towards him, told his Soldiers, among many 

Other Things, That he coud freely yield up his Em « 
fire to Caffius, if itfhou'd be judg'd a Thing neceffi 
fary for the Vublick Good j for it was for that alone 
that he fufiaind fo many daily Toils and inceffant La¬ 
bours. In the mean time Caffius , who well knew 
that heinous Crimes mu ft have a bold and fpeedy 
Execution, endeavour’d to draw Greece over to his 

Side,* but here he met with a deferved Repulfe, 
which firft turn’d the Scale of all his good For¬ 
tune. The Emperor being fo univerfally belov’d, 
after this he could not bring over any confidera- 
ble City, or gain any to his Party, but fuch as were 
already ruin’d by their Debts and Vices. This bad * 
Succefs brought him into difcredit with his own 
Soldiers, and at laft having rather been Emperor in 
Imagination than Reality, he was flain three Months fLs Deatl 
and fix Days after his Revolt. His Head was fent to 
the Emperor, then at Formia , who commanded it 
to be honourably bury’d, and forrowfuily declar’d. 

That they had depriv'd him of his greatefi Vleafure % 
which was to have given Caffius his Life } and to have 
conquer'd his Ingratitude by his Generofity . This Cle¬ 
mency was admir’d by fome, and condemn’d by 
others; and one took the Liberty of blaming him 
openly, telling him. That Caffius wou'd not have 

been fo generous had he been Conqueror. The Empe¬ 
ror immediately reply’d , We never ferv'd the Gods 

fo ill , or reign'd fo irregularly , as to fear Caf- 

fills con'd ever be Conqueror > After which he re- 

* counted 


1 
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proach them with the Misfortunes of their Family. 

The better to prevent fuch Revolts for the future, 
he ordain'd, That no Perfon Ihou’d ever after 
command in the Province where he was born. In 

this great Journey the Emprefs Faustina was unex- The Death 
pe&edly feiz’d with a violent Diftemper, and dy'd of Faufti- 
at the Foot of Mount Taurus ; a Woman whofe na * 
loofe and wanton Life was an exceeding Scandal ^ 
to her high Place and Dignity, and has been juft- 
ly branded by the Roman Hiftorians. Yet Antoninus , 
either from his Ignorance of her Crimes, or his 
Paffion to her Perfon, willingly admitted of thofe 
great and unreafonable Honours which the Senate, 
out of Complaifance and Flattery, decreed to her 
Memory. And after the Example of his Predecef* * 
for Antoninus Tim, he founded a Society of young 
Maids, whom he bred at his own Expence, and 
call'd them Faufimans ; and likewife built a Tem¬ 
ple to his Wife in the Town where (he dy'd. 

Which Temple had afterwards a remarkable 
Chance which became the Divinity that prefided 
there ,* it being confecrated to Hetiogabultts y who 
was the true God of Impurity. ; 

After a full re-eftablifhment of Peace in the 

Antoninus bagan his Journey towards Rome ,• and 
arriving at Smyrna he made fome confiderable ftay, 

and there conferr’d many Favours. From thence 
he went to Athens in Greece , and being a Zealot 
in his Religion, was there initiated in the grand 

Myfteries of Ceres , call’d the Ekufmian Myfteries, 

which was the moft: facred and folemn of all the 

a 

Vagan Devotions. Here he did many Honours to 
the Inhabitants, and eftablifh’d in their City Pro- 
feffors of all fprts of Sciences, with munificent 
Penfions * making them noble Prefents, and grant¬ 
ing them large Privileges and Immunities. Here 

he took Sea, and landing at Brundufwm in Itdy> 

he 



i 



4 



* 



be quitted his Soldier’s Habit, and caus’d all his 
Soldiers to do the like, who, during his Reign, ne¬ 
ver appear’d in Italy but in their Gowns. He was 
receiv’d at Rome with all imaginable Teftimonies 
of Joy: And becaufe he had been abfent almoft 
eight Years, he diftributed to each Citizen eight 
Pieces of Gold, remitted all their Debts due to 
the Treafury for fixty Years paft, and burnt all 
their Bills in the midft of the Forum; In Imitati¬ 
on of the renowned Trajan hs^ere&ed many Sta¬ 
tues to fuch valiant Men as periftfd in the late 
Wars. At the fame Time he gave his Son Comma- 
dm the Habit of a Man, made him Princeps Ju - 
ventutis , nominated him for his Succeffor, made 
him Conful for the enfuing Year, triumph’d with 
him, and to honour his Confulfhip, follow’d his 
Chariot on Foot, when he went to the Circus . He 
afterwards retir’d for fome Space to Lavinium into' 
the Arms of Philofophy, his great Delight, which 

he call’d His Mother , oppofing it to the Court, 
which he call’d His Step-Mother . And for that 
reafon he frequently made ufe of this Expreffion 

of Plato's, That People was happy whofe Philofophers 
were Kings, or whofe Kings were Philofophers . He 

was a great Matter in Philofophy, and wrote feveral 
excellent Pieces himfelf, fome of which remain to 
this Day. He was of that Tranquility of Mindy 
that he is obferv d never to have chang’d his Coun¬ 
tenance either with Sorrow or Joy ; following ex- 
a&ly the Precepts of the Stoick Philofophy. His ! 
chief Mailers were Apollonius of Chalets , formerly 
mention’d, Sextus Cheromnjis , Grandfon to the Fa¬ 
mous Plutarch; and Fronto , an excellent Orator in 
that declining Age of Learning ,• of all whom, 
and of other Learned Men, he was a great In cou¬ 
rage i\ Befides thefe, in his Reign, there flou- 

riflfd fome other noted Writers, particularly Afd- 





lewsy an African , who fufficiently difcovers his 
Country by the Harlhnefs of his Stile $ Philofiratus$ 
a Sophift, who writ that bold Legend of Apollo¬ 
nius’ s Life ; Hermogenes , the Rhetorician $ and He* 
rodes Atticus and Athenam, whofe learned Wri¬ 
tings are fo highly valu'd by the Criticks. 

While Rome enjoy'd the Prefence of her Empe¬ 
ror, and the Delights of that Peace which her La¬ 
bours had procur'd her, Smyrna was deftroy'd by 
Fire, and an Earthquake, which bury'd the grea- 
teft Part of the Inhabitants under the Ruines of 
the HoufeSo Upon which Ariftides , a noted Ora¬ 
tor in that City; wrote fo moving a Letter to the 
Emperor, as the Sight of it drew Tears from him | 
and immediately he ififud forth his Orders, efta- 
blifh'd fuch Funds as were neceffary, and commit¬ 
ted it to a Senator's Care to fee it rebuilt accord- 
ing to its former Magnificence. What the Empe¬ 
ror did for Smyrna, , he had already done in Italy ^ 

and likewife feveral other Cities which had felt 

the fame Misfortune, as Carthage , Ephefus, and 
Nicomedia. His Expences upon thefe Occafions, 

the Prefents he bellow'd on the People, and the 
many Taxes he remitted in his moft prefling Ne- 
ceffities, are fufficient to take away that pretend¬ 
ed Accufation of his Avarice. He was indeed a 
provident Man in his ordinary Expences, after the 
Example of his Father Antoninas , and manag'd his 
Revenues with great Care and Wifdom ; but 
when the Glory of the State, or the Benefit of the 
People were concern'd, his Largefles went even to 
Prodigality, being perfwaded, that thofe were the 
only Occasions on which a Prince might be pro- 
fufe, and that Covecoufnefs then is a dangerous 

Milchief. He ufually faid, That when Subjeffs fee 
a Prince liberal in Publicity and a carefuf Manager in 
Private 3 they pay their Duties with more Satisfaction^ 

btcaufe 
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fluduating between Hope and Fear, as his Death 


approach'd 


y 


he 


commanded 


that 



5 


principal 


Friends and Officers fliou’d be brought to him 3 8 
and upon their gathering about his Bed, he took 
his Son Commodus by the Hand, then faintly rifing 
Bp, fpoke to the Company to this effed : You fee be¬ 
fore your Eyes my Son and Succefor^ who having fcarce 


enter'd the World , as in a tempeftuous Ocean , wants the 
Directions of wife Governours to fee are him from the 
Violence of Youthful Pajfions , which , like furious Storms 
may drive him into the mo ft fatal Calamities. There¬ 


fore inftead of one Father , 


whom 



fmift jhortly lofe 9 
let him find many in you 3 to fupport his Youths and to 
add fuch Infractions as are mofi beneficial to Him 
and the 
fenfible s c 



c 


e 


s 


e 


c 

<£ 


But more particularly make him 
That not all the Riches and Honours in the 
Univerfe , are fufficient to fatisfie the Luxury and Am¬ 
bition of Tyrantsnor are the firongeft Guards and 
Armies able to defend them from the Hatred and 

'That 


Infults of their SubjeCls, Let him be affufd, 
no cruel and tyrannical Prmces ever enjoy long and 


peaceable Reigns , but only fuch who by their Mild- 


nefs and Clemency 
Tell him continually 


gam the Hearts of their People 

c Thai it 


S 


is not they who ferve 
ut of Conjiraint, but fuch as obey voluntarily , who 
continue faithful in all Tryals , and are free from 
either Flattery or Treachery • and Ut him know . s That 


Thefe are the only Perjons who never fall into Dift 
€ obedience , at haft till they are fored to it by fevere 


$ 


7 


Wage 

' € 


At the fame time 



not fail to 



before 


mm 
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€ 


How exceeding Difficult, and yet how highly 


Neceffary it is for thofe Princes to fet Bounds to their 


Pajfions , that have none to their Powers. 


If you 


tn 


ftruB him in thefe Truths , and incejfantly caufe him to 


recoReff what he has heard * be fide s the Satisfaction of 

a good Prince for your [elves and the whole Em- 



irrvo 

■ m o ry 


you will have 
the 



HA 


nobhft 


°j 


f 


all 


Comfort 



paying to my Me 


your 


Service 


> 


fince 



that 


tm tint 



* 
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OME for the fpace of Eighty four Years 

had the great Happinefs of enjoying five 
good Emperors lucceffively, who made it their 
main Concern to fupport its Grandeur, to en- 
creafe its Riches, and to eftablifh its future Feli¬ 
city ; but Providence now thought fit to alter this 
long Courfe of Profperity, and permit that exalted 
City, which had fo often triumph’d over the r 
of the World, to be again infulted 


p 




its own 


Princes • which, together with feme other Acci¬ 
dents, produc’d fuch Corruptions and Diffractions 
as foon caus’d the Declination, and afterwards the 


Ruine of the Roman Empire. Some of thefe Mif- 
chiefs appear’d net long after the Death of Antoni - 

, for whofe fake his Son Commodus 
Commo- was without Contradiction receiv’d and acknow- 

dus made 
Proper or e 


mu 


Vhilofoph 


m 


ledg’d as Emperor, fir ft by the Army, then by the 
Senate and People, and ftiorcly after by all the Pro¬ 
vinces. Commodm was more noble by Defcent than 
any of the former Emperors, being the firft Emperor 
that was born in his Father’s Reign, and the fecond 
hat fucceeded his own Father in the Government 
though fome Authors believe him to have been a 
fpurious Iflue, and begotten by a Gladiator, being 


confirm’d in this Opinion by the wanton Pradiees 


£ 




* * 



Chap. II f; commodus 

of his Mother Faufi 
Age when he 



XVIII. 


was about 19 Years of 


d upon the Empi 


bein s 


Prince of great Comelinefs and Perfections of Body 


* 


and for his Father 


fake 


ely 






tho’ he 


had already given fome remarkable Inftances of his 
Vices and Cruelty. 


Some few Days after his Father 


Com 



* 


s Death, 

modus came to the Camp where the Army 
accompany’d with the principal of the Romm No 

bility; and made a plaufible and popular Speech 

to the Soldiers, giving them great Hopes of his 
juft and regular Government, and likewife be¬ 
llowing fuch Donatives as was ufual for new 
created Empero 


He 

according to the Promif 



Cs. 


d for fome 
had made 



3 



was 


willingly govern’d 



th 


Cm 


wife Directions of his 


Father’s Friends ; but being obnoxious to all kinds 
of. Flatteries, by reafon of his Youth , he foon 
hearken’d to their infectious Difcourfes, agreed 


to their defgning Counf 



refolv’d to leave 


the Wars and return to the Pieafures of Rome , not 


withftanding all the juft Argu 


fions of his Brother 


Pomf 


and Perfua- 
, and other 


worthy Men, who unanimoufty advis’d him to fee 
an end of this War himfelf. With this Refolu- 


tion the 


after, advertifmg 


young Emperor 


wrote to Rowe fhortly 



f* 


Senate of his Coming 


3 


ade 


and 
a very 


for a prefent Eafe and Security, he rr 
difhonourable Peace with the Enemy, which his 
Father had almoft reduced to an entire Obedi¬ 


ence 
fu res 




purchafing it with Money, as Herodian , af 
tho’ 'Em 


ftrft gain'd 
the Frontie 


Th 


ropas intimates fome Advantages 
n leaving a confiderable Force oil 


he fee forward 


ards Rome 


and 
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in all the Cities through which he nafs’d, he was 


receiv d 
on the 


ith 


edible Joy and Solemnity 




up 



u n c 


or 



Father’s Worth, and the 


Hope 


* * 


they had conceiv’d of his happy Reign 


% 


ry 

JLJ 


*) 
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not 
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not knowing his vicious Temper and Inclinations. 
At his Entrance into Rowe he was receiv’d with 
exceeding Tranfports, Applaufes, and Bleflings by 


all Men 


who ftrew’d 



e 


Ways where he pafs’d 

with all kinds of Flowers and Ornaments, (hewing 
all poffible Demonftrations of Joy, and affuring 
themfelves of a good and worthy Prince from, 
the $on and Grandfon of two fuch Emperors 

as Antoninus Philojophus and Antoninus Pius. But he 

foon gave them an Gccafion to change their, 
good Opinions of him , by his abominable Life 
and Practices ,* and of his whole Reign, Authors 
have given vs an Account of fcarcs any thing but 


a black Train of horrid Enormities and Extrava- 

9 

cannot well be related, 
juft Method and Rules 



m 

gancies, many of whic 
without receding from the 


of Hi fiery. 

Com modus 

ther’s 


P 

iOr 



% 

fome Space hearken’d to his Fa- 
but being excited bv the Levity 
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of his Temper, and corrupted by the Example 
of his Companions, he in a fhort time eave him- 


in a fhort time gaye him- 
of mean and extravagant 
neither the Honour; of his 


open- 


of his Companions, 
felf over to all kind 
Practices 
Family 


0 


regarding 


5 


nor tne 




of his Office. 



fpent 
w i t h 


fa m o u s 


m 


manifested his Lewdnefs and Incontinence, and 




his 


considerable part 


iociates to 


of 



his Time in ' going 


[Jnn fU c 


3 


wailing 



( 


\r 


i 


I 



wnoie 


Taverns 
Days and 



nquedngs, Bathings, and moil abo¬ 
minable Luxury. His natural Incontinence w&$ 

divers kinds of Oync-' 


incredibly 
ments 


inflam’d 


wi 



3 


which he firit its’d to preserve himfelf 


again ft 

with 


a 



’^nce in 


Alliw 


Italy • and theie, together 
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his boundiefs Inclinations, rais’d fuch In- 


fatiable Pleats, that he kept thiee Hundred 


F 


e 


males 




n 

a 


nd as many Males 


for 


deteflable Ufes 


j 


and, like Caligula, commanded Women to be En- 


joy’d in his fight, and committed Inceft 


$ 


as 


he 


did 


% 



t 


Chap. HI. COMMODUS XVIII. 

did, with all his Sifters ; exceeding him in pol¬ 
luting the Temples with Whoredoms and Blood s 
Lewdneffes which ought to be cautioufly recited* 
yet not wholly pafs’d over. He fometimes went 

about the Markets with {mall Wares like a Ped- 

■ \ 

Jar ; fometimes he was a Horfe-Courfer, and other- 
times he drove his own Chariot in his Servant’s 

Habit. He eat and drank with Gladiators, pimp’d 

to common Strumpets, and appear’d to be bom 
rather for the moft vile and infamous Ufes, than 
for the Government of the World. His mo ft in¬ 
nocent Recreation and Diverfion , was his Shoot¬ 
ing and Hurling of Darts; in which and the like 
Exercifes he was expert almoft beyond all Exam¬ 
ple and Belief; and of thefe Qualities all Writers 
have taken notice, as well as thofe of Domitian . 
At a particular Feftival, when great Numbers of 
wild Beafts were appointed to be baited and en¬ 
counter’d, he commanded a Gallery to be made 
round the Amphitheatre , where he cou’d move 
freely and fecurely; and running with extraordi¬ 
nary Agility and Dexterity, he kill’d mo ft of the 
Staggs and Harts that were let loofe, never mif¬ 
fing his Aim, whether it was in the Heart, Head, 
or any other part, his Darts alway carrying Death 
along with them. At another Feftival he kill’d 
a Hundred Lions that were let loofe in the Am¬ 
phitheatre ; and frequently did the fame to Ti¬ 
gers, Panthers, Ounces, and other fierce Beafts, 
fometimes by that means delivering the con¬ 
demn’d Affailants, who were ready to be torn 
in pieces. His admirable Skill in his Bow ap¬ 
pear’d from his killing fuch Numbers of Birds 
flying in the Air; and more particularly having 
order’d a Hundred Morefco Oftriches to be fet 
free, he cut off all their Heads in the midft of 
their fwifceft Motion , by his Arrows headed in 
the ftiape of an ' Half-Moon. Which Inftances 

Z a may 
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a 


may fhe 


this Emperor wanted neither Parts 


nor Abilities to have produced the greateft and 
nobleft A&ions, and to have made his Subje&s as 
happy as any of his Predeceffors. But he was 
wholly regardlefs of his People’s Good; and was 

cardeft and trifling in the moft ferious Matters, 
that he-wrote nothing more than Vale in many 
of his Letters; at the fame time was fo ferious in 

i ^ * 

ht and ■fhameful Matters, that he caus’d to be 





how 


regiftred 
School, with 


often 


i 


he frequented the Fencing 


Cruel 

% 

his Exercifes, Lawwi&i 


and Impurities 


As 


tells us. That he en¬ 


counter’d the Gladiators 73 y times, whereof 365^ 
were in his Father’s Reig 


As corrupt Princes generally promote fucl^ as 


3 



did 


are moft -conformable to their Tempers 
€ommoilw y who generally chofe thofe for . his Go 
vernors of Provinces and Cities as were Compa 
nions in his Vices and Extravagancies; only he 


©bferved this piece of Policy, that he ufually re 


d their Children as Pledges of their Allegi 
ance and Fidelity. He frequently fold the Go 
vernments of Provinces, part 


cf 


the Mon 


a 

w 



go 


3 


and the, 

other part to himfelfi He was fo much addi&ed 
to Voluptuoufnefs, that he fcarce took any Care 


ing to thofe who procur’d him Purchafers 

He 


about the Government 


of 


3 


ng 


all to the Difpofal 


particular Favourite call’d Pennnim 


3 


whom he 
Cohorts, 


afterwards, made Captain of the Praetorian 

a Perfon no left notorious for I is Avarice and 

* 

Cruelty, than eminent for his Valour and Hardi- 

the Time of this Man’s Authority, 


nefs 
many 


During 


juft Confifcations and 


and many horrible Gr 
an occafion to many, conflderab 


iures were made, 

♦ 

teed; which gave 
Perlons to form 


a Confpiracy againft Commo&m, among whom his 
Sifter Lucilia who envying the Greatnefs of the 
mprefs .Criffma y became Affociate, together, wid} 

her 



'r 
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XVIII. 


her Husband Vomfeiams . The manner of this Con 
fpiracy being determin’d, the Charge of the Exe 
cution was given to a Perfon call’d £>yintianm y 

tho’ fome fay to Vompeianus himfelf, who was firft 
to ftrike the Emperor, and the reft of the Confpi- 
rators to fecond and affift him. But this open and 
audacious manner of Proceeding fruftrated the De¬ 
sign ; for having had fufficient Opportunity of dif- 
patching him, he infulcingly 
towards Commodus , faying, The Senate fends thee thisy 

which gave fome of the Guards time to feize 


held up his Dagger 


him 




before he cou’d ftrike the fatal Blow. 


caus’d the Difcovery of all his Accomplices 

Lucilla , Vompeianus , ^uintianus , ^uadratus , 

the reft of the Confpirators were executed 
fjdes many other Perfons wholly innocent. 


5 




This 

and 

and 

be- 

For 


> 


thofe Words concerning the Senate, fo indifcreetiy 
Utter’d, caus’d Commodus to have an exceeding Jea 
loufie and Sufpicion of all the Fathers, which ad 
vantage Teremms took, and caus’d many Senators 
and a great Number of the Nobility to be put to 
Death, and their Eftates feiz’d on, by procuring 
Falfe-wicneffes to accufe them. By which Pra 

ctices Verennius became exceeding rich and power 

ful ,* and well knowing the exceflive Luxury and 
Negled of Commodus, he began to endeavour to 
gain the Empire to himfelf, and had made fome 
fuccefsful Progrefs in that great Attempt ; But 
his Defigns foon became apparent to all Men, and 
the multitude of Accufations againft him at laft 
rouz 1 d the Emperor from the Lethargy and Blind- 
nefs, fo that both he and his Sons, whom he had 
lent into lllyrkum , to draw the Legions to revolt 

receiv’d the juft Reward for their numerous Vii 

lanies. *' 

After the Death of Teremius , the Emperor un 


$ 


3 


dertook to repeal many Things that were done 



him 


9 


but continu’d not long in that Regular*- 



* 





liver him up, though extreamly againft his Incli¬ 
nations ; and thus Meander and his two Sons were 
flain. This Tumult being appeas’d , which Com- 
modus durft not punilh, he was fo incens’d, and 
withal fo fufpicious of all Men, that he caft oft' 
all Care of State-Affairs s giving ear to every 
Malicious Informer, to the Deftru&ion of many 
innocent Perfons. Within a while, according to 
his accuftomed manner, he fuffered himfelf to be 
abus’d by another Favourite, whofe Name was 
Julian , and afterwards another call’d Regilius * 
both whom he caus’d to be put to Death, and 
likewife many others that fucceeded them. No 
Perfons of, Worth were admitted into his Prefence, 
but being ruled by loofe and diflolute Perfons* 
he fell into the pra&ice of all kinds of Vices and 
Cruelties. 



✓ 


* 



r 
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Lufclnll , whom he had depriv’d of a Foot or an 
Eye. He caus’d the Priefts of Ifis to beat their 
Breafts with Pine-Apples, to the Danger of their 
Bodies ,* charg’d Bdlonas Worfhippers to cut off 

their Arm in reality ; and ftain’d the Service of 
Mithras with real Homicide, He imitated Chy- 
rurgions in letting Blood , and Barbers in Trim¬ 
ming ; under which pretence he cut off Ears and 

Nofes : Wherefore his Jealoufie of all Men was 
fuch, that he was oblig’d to be his own Barber. 
Thus can monftrous Tyrants play with the Tor¬ 
ments and Blood of their Fellow-Creatures: But 
In the midd of all his various Cruelties, the Chri¬ 
stians happily efcap’d Perfecution, and had a grea¬ 
ter breathing-time than in any of the latter 
Reigns ; and Dion tells us this was by the Media¬ 
tion of this Emperor’s beloved Concubine Marcia , 
who favour’d their Dodirine. We hear of fcarce 
any Martyrs ih his Reign, befides Apollonius a No¬ 
ble Man of Rome and a Senator, who pleading his 
own and the Clmftians Caufe in open Senate, was 
executed, and likewife his Accufer. This hap¬ 
pen’d in the eighth Year of this Reign ; in the fol¬ 
lowing Year the Capitol was burnt by Lightning, 
which likewife deftroy’d the adjacent Buildings, 
and particularly the famous Libraries, which had 
coft the Ancients fo much care to collect. Not 
long after another Fire broke out, in which the 
Temple of Vcfta, the Palace, and a confiderabl« 
Part of the City were unhappily burnt to the 
Ground, which Accident as the People accounted 
It an ill Omen, fo they laid the Guilt upon him, 
well knowing his ill Pra&ices, which he feldorn 
itrove to conceal. 

This Emperor now wallowing in all Kinds of 
Excefs and Luxury 5 and all Kinds of fenfelefs 
Fooleries, he fell into new and unheard of Extra¬ 
vagancies, fo as to rejedt his Father’s Name, and 

inftead 



j 
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indead of Ccmmodus the Son of Antoninus , he com¬ 
manded himfelf to be ftiled Hercules the Son of Ju~ 
filer; and accordingly he forfook the Rowan and 
Imperial Habit, and in a ridiculous manner clad 
himfelf in a Lion's Skin, and carry’d about a great 
Club in his Hand. With this ftrange Habit he 
appear’d in all Places, fo that he became the Deri- 
fion of forne, and caus’d the Indignation of others : 
And that he might throughly imitate Hercules in 
deftroying of Giants and Menders, he gather’d to¬ 
gether all the poor fick Men and Cripples of Rome; 
then ordering fomewhat to be ty’d to their Knees, 
like the Feet of Dragons, fuch as the Poets feign’d 

the Giants to have had, he gave them Sponges to 
throw at him indesd of Stones, and fell furioufiy 
among ’em, and kill’d them all with his Club, as 
Dion affures us. He not only affum’d the Habit 
of Hercules , but afterwards he took upon him that 
of an Amazon Woman, which was mod correfpon^ 
dent to that of his Life and A&ions; and this 
he did in Honour of his principal Concubine Mar* 
cia , whofe Picture he publickly wore upon that 
Habit. So to the former Title of Hercules , he ad¬ 
ded Amazonian and Conqueror ; Rome he fill’d lm*~ 
mortal and Fortunate ; and the World, his Colony . 

He commanded many Statues of himfelf to be 
erefted throughout the City, and one before the 
Senate-Houfe, in form of an Archer ready to 
flioot ; that his very Images might drike Terror 
into the Beholders. He likewife caus’d the Head 
of a vad Colojfus to be taken off, and that of his 
own Statue, which bore no Proportion to it, to 
be placd in the room of it; and as his Pride was 
without Bounds, fo he caus’d the Months Auguft 

and September, to be call’d Commodus and Heron* 

les ; and gave Names to the other Months, which 
were obferv’d no longer than he reign’d. Heio 
much afFedted Applaufes and magnificent Titles, than 

he 
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tuoufiy running about the Streets, crying and eat¬ 
ing to one another, with all the imaginable Tokens 
of Joy and Sadsfa&ion ,* fome haftning to the 
Temples to return Thanks to their Gods for the 
great Benefit of removing fuch a Tyrant as Com 
mo dm, and others to the Palace to be affur d of 
the Truth, and to view his dead Carcafs. The 
Senate likewife was immediately affembled, where 
appear’d greater Tranfports than among the People, 
and accompany’d with fuch an infinite number of 
Curfes and Maledi&ions, as are fcarce credible. 


They likewife pronounced him a Parricide, a Tray- 

tor, that ought to be fcourgd to death, an Hangman, 


an Emmy to the 


Gods 




an Enemy to his Country 


j 


an Enemy to all Mankind, and a Pefi of the World, 


Tvorfe than Domitian and Nero; commanded, That 
he Jhould rot on the Dunghil • and alfo deftroy’d his 

Statues, abolilh’d his very Memory, and offer’d all 

imaginable Indignities to his Fame. In the mean 
time the Soldiers repair’d with their new Empe- 
ror Pertinax to the Senate-Houfe, who unwilling- 

permitted them to bear the Imperial Enfigns 
before him, till the Senate had agreed, and given 
their Confent. Upon his firft Entrance into the 



Houfe 


y 


the 


Senators unanimoufly faiuted Him 


Emperor, and Cafar Augujtus ; and with numerous 
Acclamations and Bleffings, fwore and yielded 
him Obedience: Which he with great Modefty 

withftocd . urvin? his Infufiiciency and Unwort hine[s< 



alledging his declining Tears, and nominating federal 


others whom 



judged more proper for 



high 


b an 



Office -an Dignity. But at length being vanquiflfd 

by their Importunities, he yielded, and fitting dowr 
on the Imperial Chair, he there made a folenu 
Oration to the Senate ; which being finifh’d, 

accompany 

Roma 

, an< 
wen 


went forth from the Senate-Houfe 

with the whole Body of the Senate and 

Nobility, with infinite Numbers of others 


( 
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Chap.III. PERTIKAX XIX. 

lifted in all Emergencies. He banifh'd Promoters 
and Informers, who again had crept into the State* 
and regulated many other Abufes and Difdrders* 
which were tolerated in this time • feeking to re¬ 
duce all Things to that Form and Manner of Go¬ 
vernment* which was us’d in the Reigns of the 
two Antonines. He expos’d to Sale all the valuable* 
Goods and Furniture that Commodus left behind 
him in the Palace *• but all fuch as that Tyrant had 
unjuftly taken away from others* he commanded 
to be reftor’d to the legal Owners, for which they 
were to pay fome fmall Confideration in Ex¬ 
change. He permitted not his Name to be ftamp’d 

on the peculiar Goods of the Emperor’s* faying* 
That their Propriety belong d to the State in general $ 

and fo he accounted all fuch as were call’d by the 

Name of Crown Lands . Fie enaded* That all the 
waft Ground in Italy * and other Provinces, tho* 
of the Emperor’s Demefn* fhou’d be improv’d* 
and freely given to fuch as woo’d manure and 
cultivate it ; to which Purpofe * he granted, to 
Husbandmen ten Years immunity from all Taxes, 
and Security from all further Moleftation during 
his Reign. He remitted all Tolls and Imports laid 
upon Banks of Rivers* Harbours and publick 
Ways* to raife Funds to fupport the Extravagan¬ 
cies of Tyrants* and reftored them to their .an¬ 
cient Freedom. He fold moft of the Buffoons and 
Jefters of Commodus> efpecially fuch as had obfeene 
Names* and rais’d confiderable Sums** and alfo 
exaded a Arid Account of all thofe Servants to 
whom that Emperor had been profufe in his Do¬ 
natives. He entertain’d all Men honourably and 
courteoufly * who had any Affairs to negotiate 
with him *• with which and many other laudable 
Adions this good Prince fo gain’d the Hearts and 
Affedions of the Senate and Citizens* that they all 
accounted themfelves happy in having fo worthy an 

Aa ; 
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Chap. HI. PER TIN AX XIX. 

Riots, Abufes, and Outrages, and particularly for 
his fhort Donatives and Diftributions ,• for which 
Reafons he was likewife diflifced by the Officers and 
Minifters of the Imperial Palace, who were no lefs 
Corrupted than the other. The Impudence and Au- 
dacioufnefs of the Soldiers encreas’d to that De¬ 
gree, that they feiz’d upon a Senator of a noble and 
ancient Houfe call’d Maternus , and endeavour’d to 
carry him to the Camp and make him Emperor ia 
Oppofition to Pertinax ; but Maurnus being a faith¬ 
ful and loyal Subjed, efcaping out of their Hands, 
fled firft to the Emperor, and then from the City, 
This bold Addon of the Soldiers drove Pertinax in¬ 
to great Straits ,• but at prefent to quiet and pa¬ 
cify them, he made fome new Diftributions amongft 
them ; but all was inefficient to remove the un- 
juft Prejudices they had taken againft him. Peru* 
nax had proceeded fo in many kinds of Regula¬ 
tions,, that in a fhort Time the State of the Em¬ 
pire fectn’d to be chang’d ; but he wanted a ef¬ 
ficient Force to (upprefs the Infolencies of the Sol¬ 
diers, who now having a Sufpicion, if not a cer¬ 
tain Knowledge of the Murder of their beloved 
Matter Commodus , became more inveterate againft 
the prefent Government. And not long after their 
Difappointment by Maternus , by their Incourage- 
ment, a Senator call’d Fulco afpir’d to the Empire, 
but was foon difcover’d to the Senate, who offer’d 
to fentence him to Death $ but notwithstanding 
the Offence was apparent, and the Evidences in- 
difputable, the Emperor pardon’d him, faying, 

God forbid , that during my Reign any Senator Jhosid 
he put to Death , tho deservedly : But Juftice was 

done upon fome of the chief Abettors, which fo 
exafperated the reft of the Soldiers, whofe Hatred 
and Preemption daily encreas’d, that they imank 
raoufly refolv’d^ not to ufe any fecret Conlpira- 
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tumultuous and difrefpeBful Manner ? Then Without 

any Appearance of Fear or Affecftation, aijd with 

a Gravity and Authority anfwerable to the Dignity 

of his Perfon, he fpoke to them after this Manner. 

Soldiers and Companions , if you come to affaffinate 
we, and put thofe fatal Furpofes in Execution, you will 

perform an AB neither valiant or honourable on your 
Fart, nor grievous or unwelcome on mine $ having 
been fuffciently ripen d for Death, both by my Age and 
Troubles, as well as by my Fame and Renown . But 
as for you, whofe Charge it is to guard and defend 
your Emperor from all Fevils and Treafons; for you to 
offer Violence to him , as it is moft dangerous to your 
Ferfons , fo it is no lefs fatal to your Memories, which 
will become fo odious, that no Time can wear off 
the Stains * efpecially fince your Frinces ABions have 
been fo juft and equitable. If the Death of Goal” 
modus offend you , why do you repine at the Laws 
of Nature ? If you fufpeB him murder d, you all can 
teftife my Innocencefo if there he any Treachery , it 
concerns the ABors not me. But I aJJ'ure you, that by 
reafon of his Death nothing juft and neceffary ft all be 
taken from yon, nor nothing reafonable and praBicable 
JhaB be deny d you ; provided you require it without Force 
and Violence. 


This Speech exacted a Kind of Reverence from 
his Hearers, and many of the Company, being 
mov’d by his Words and Majefty, began to change 
their Intentions, and to depart ,* but the Fury and 
Violence of thofe behind forc’d them forwards, fo 
that they cou’d neither retreat, nor defend the Em¬ 
peror. In the midft of this Confufion. Thmfius, 
a Tungrian , wounded Fertinax on the Breaft with 
a Launce, faying, The Soldiers fend you this. Fer¬ 
tinax perceiving their Defign , he pray’d to Ju¬ 
piter Ultor cover’d his Head with his Robe, and 
idnk with the Wounds he receiv’d from feveral. 
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deavour’d to defend him, were likewife flain, after 
they had caus’d fome Bloodlhed themfelves, 9 only a 
Son and a Daughter, of the Emperor’s efcap’d, who 
were not lodg’d in the Palace. This was the unfor¬ 
tunate and much lamented Death of Helvius Ver~ 
tinax, the nineteenth Emperor of Rome , after a 
Ihore Reign of only three Months and one Day: 
One who from the Meaneft became the Greateft • 
and from the uncommon Variety of his Succeffes, 

was term’d the Tennis-Ball of Fortune ; and One who 

did many worthy Adis in his Pnort Reign j but was. 
deftroy’d by his Avarice, and his too bafty a Re¬ 
formation of a corrupted State. But thefe, andma** 
ny fucceeding Calamities, are by Writers juftly at¬ 
tributed to the ill Conduct of the former Emperor 
Commodus , who had introduc’d fuch numerous Cor¬ 
ruptions, as were fufficient to fet the World on 
JFlames, and to produce the worft kinds of Diffen- 
tions and Diffractions ; and in that Tyrant’s Reign 
alone we are allur’d, that the whole State of the 
Roman Empire was chang’d from the golden to the 
iron Age ; Which may ferve for a Confirmation of 
that important Truth, “ That Princes can caufe 
cc greater Mifchiefs after their Deaths, than they 
can poffibly do while they live. Tertinax dy’d 
in the 94 6th Year of the City, 217 after the Settle* 
ment of the Empire by Augujtus , 19; after our Sa¬ 
viour’s Nativity, 122 after the Deftrudtion of Je- 
rufalem by Titus , and 97 after the laft of the 
Twelve Cafais 9 which preceded the moll remark¬ 
able Change that ever before happen’d in the Ro¬ 
man- Empire 9 


CHAP- 
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through many confiderable Offices, both Military 
and Civil j and now declining in Years, in the 
57th Year of his Age, he had lived retiredly in 
Rome to enjoy the Benefit of his former Toils, and 
make the beft of his great Riches Which he had 
fcrap'd together. In thefe Circumftances he began 
his Reign 5 and as though the Empire had defend¬ 
ed to him by Right of Inheritance, and he had 
gain'd the Hearts of all his SubjeCh, he gave him- 

felf up to Eafe and Inactivity, and fiiew’d himfelf 
extreamly negligent and regardlefs of the trouble- 
fome Affairs of the Publick. And notwithfiand- 

4 

ing he was mild and affable, and did no Injury, 
or fhew’d any Cruelty while he reign'd, yet he 
foon contracted the Hatred of the Soldiers by his 
backwardnefs in performing his feveral Promifes, 
The Money promis'd prov'd exceeding prejudicial 
to the Empire ; for from this Occafion and Begin¬ 
ning, the Soldiers grew daily more audacious and 
regardlefs of their Prince ; fa that their Covetouf 
nefs and Contempt of their Emperors encreafing 
frequently ended in fhedding of their Blood, ir 
hopes of a greater Advantage from the next Sue 

ceffor. But what added to their Hatred of the Em 

peror, was his own particular Avarice and Fenti' 
rioufnefs, which Spartian tells us was fo remarka 

ble, that he often lupp'd only on Fulfe and Herbs 
and if any had fent him a Pig or Hare, he mad< 

it ferve for three Days. The People of Rome con 
tinually hated him, becaufe he was chofen an< 
made Emperor by the very Murderers of Vert max 
whom all lov'd and admir'd ,• and they were 0 
Opinion that he was acceffary to his Death, oftei 

declaring, That he had ftole the Empire. So tha 

whenever he went out of his Palace, the Peopl 
openly pour’d out their Imprecations againft him 
which he patiently endur'd, fometimes with Smile: 

beckoning with his Hand for them to come t 

him 








cern. ! f 

The Peoples Hatred of Julian , and their ex¬ 
ceeding Defire of a Change, gave Niger then in 
Syria, a fair Opportunity of promoting his own 
Intereft, which he did not doubt to effed, being a 
Perfon of Years and Reputation, and one who had 
held great Offices and Governments, as well as 
perform’d many noble and memorable Exploits. 

He was belov’d by the. People for the Fame of his 
‘Wifdom and Clemency, and the Report of his 

imitating Vertinax in his Life and Government. 

Being thus ftrengthned in his Interefts, he eafily 
perfuaded his Army in Syria to proclaim him Em¬ 
peror againft Julian • and taking upon him the Niger] 
Arms and Enfigns of the Empire, he was acknow- claimed 

ledg’d by the Kings and Potentates of AJia , 1 

fent him Ambaffadors as to a. lawful Prince. A- ****' 

# 

bout the fame time, and with almoft the fame 
Pretences, Septimius Sevents , a valiant Warrior and 
Commander of the German Legions, feeing the 
Empire thus obnoxious to every Man’s Power and 
Ambition, refolv’d to Attempt it againft the reft of 
the Pretenders, efpecially fmce of the two who 
had already feiz’d on it, Niger, was negligent and 
fecure, and Julian hated and defpis’d. Being alfo 
encourag’d in this Attempt by fome Dreams, he 
for a while conceal'd his Defigns, but in the Pre¬ 
fence of his Army feverely inveigh’d againft the 
Vratorian Cohorts, for murdering their lawful 

Prince 
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Prince Vertinax , who he knew was much belov’d 
by his Soldiers• therefore he extblfd him to the 

utmoft, and eafily perfwaded them to revenge the 

Death of him who was once their fuccefsful General 

in 'Illyrhum. Whereupon the Army immediately 
proclaim'd him Emperor, which he feem’d- unwil 


ling 
En liens 


accept• but at laft affuming the Imperial 


5 


he publifh’d 


* 


That 



won 



revenge the 


Death of Pertinax, and thereupon took upon him 
felf the Name of Vertinax , which much ftrength- 

ned his Intereft, both in his Army and among the 

People of Rome . So that at one and the fame time 

there were no lefs than three Emperors in the Re* 
man Empire, or rather three Ufurpers^ the former 


\ 

i 

t 



having only the conftrain’d Authority of the Se¬ 
nate, and the other two the Power of their own 
Armies. 

/ 

The News of Niger s Revolt and Pretenfions ar- 

firft at Rome ; but Julian Ihew’d no great 
Concern for that, fatisfying himfelf with fending 
to have him executed; but underftanding the 
fuccefsful Progrefs of fo formidable a Rival as Se~ 
verm, he was exceedingly terrify’d, and with ma¬ 
ny Sollicitations procured the Senate to proclaim 
him a Rebel, and that the Fathers fhould fend 
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don Se 


Ambaffadors, to caufe the Army to aban- 
:terus , and ftand by him whom the Senate 
had already confirm’d ; fending at the fame time 
Catulinus to remove Sever us, and fucceed him in 
his Office. But Sevcrus by his great Policy and 
Induftry had fecur’d himfelf from all fuch At 

tempts ; and had fufficiently affur’d himfelf of the 

_the 

ftrong Places in his Province ; refolving with the 


Lovt of his Friends, and the Fidelity of all 


utmofc Exped 


to march with his Forces 



ecfcly to Rome , where he knew how little Julian 
was belov’d. At the fame time Niger in Syria, 

not knowing or regarding thefe Progreffes of Se- 

verm 


\ 



verm became negligent in his Affairs • and feeing 
himfelf attended atid ferv’d by Kings, rich in 
Gold and Silver, mighty in Power and Arms, 

wholly confided in the Love of the People of 

Rome , and gave himfelf to Feaftiftgs and Luxury 
in Antioch. In the mean time the March of Se- 
'verus with his Army began to rouze Julian from 
his drowfie Slumber ; who putting himfelf in 
Arms, apply ? d himfelf wholly to make all necef- 
fary Frovifions for a War ; in which he fotind 
many difcouraging Profpe&s. The Fratorian Sol¬ 
diers wanted Experience and Difcipline, and were 

enervated and diffolv’d in Eafe and Luxury: The 

People of Rome and the Equites repair’d to him 
very (lowly and unwillingly, by reafon of his in¬ 
famous Title to the Empire: And the Italian Ci¬ 
ties and Towns, being for fo many Ages cover’d, 
with the Ruft of Peace and Plenty, wou’d make 
no confiderable Oppofition or Refiftance. The 
chief Friends of Julian advis’d him with all poffi* 
ble Expedition to meet Severus in his March, and 
flop his Paffage over the Alps, but Julian being 
confounded with Multiplicity of Bufinefs, and 
wanting either the Courage or the Condud for 
fo vigorous an Attempt, made the heft Provifiori 

for his own Defence in Rome. But in thefe Pre- 

% 

% 

parations he was fuddenly furpriz d with the News 

of Severus 7 s Entrance into Italy; and that the grea* 

teft'part of the Cities had receiv’d him, and yield¬ 
ed him Obedience. The People of Rome feeing 
the fuccefsfal Progrefs of Severus, and finding Ni¬ 
ger very negligent in Afia> began to approve of his 
Defigns, and more earnefily wifh’d for the Ruin 
of Julian. 

Julian finding himfelf reduc’d to thefe Straits, 
obtain’d the Confent of the Senate to write and 
fend Ambaffadors to Sevents , offering to make 

him his Equal and Companion in the Empire $ 
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Court, where the Caufes were pleaded. This was 
the miferable End of Didms Julian the Twentieth 
Emperor of Rome , after a fhort Reign of only two 
Months and eight Days, though fome fay more ,* 
a- Perfon who being rich, honourable and ancient, 
by his foolifh and fhameful purchafing the Empire, 
entirely wafted his Eftate, irreparably ruin’d his Re¬ 
putation, and ignominioufly loft his Life. 
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pofe Niger ; who underftanding the Succefs of Se* 

vents, rouz’d himfelf from his-(oft and luxurious 

Delights, and with great Diligence and Expedition 
made Preparations to refift him : he fent a confide- 
rable Force to fecure the Paffages between Europe 
and Afitt y and to take in the great City Byzantium ; 
and alfo fent for Succours from the Kings of Ar¬ 
menia, Varthia , and other Kings and Potentates of 
the Eaft ; from whom, and from the Provinces un¬ 
der his Subje&ion, he gather’d a powerful and 
numerous Army. Thus the World was divided in¬ 
to two Factions, and there began a War as fevere 
as any in the former Ages of the Roman State, be* 
ing carry’d on in many Parts both by Sea and 
Land, and highly remarkable both for the Valour 
of the Commanders, and the Power and Number 

of the Forces. Severus in his Paffage from Europe 

into Afia was extreamly incommoded and moleit- 
ed by the Forces of Niger , under the Command 
of a valiant General call'd t/Emilian ; who having 
drawn together all the Forces that Niger had gi¬ 
ven him, and likewife what he cou’d levy out of 
the Provinces of Afia Minor , advantageoully at¬ 
tack’d Severus in his Paffage ,* but after many Skir- 
mifhes, being forc’d to a general Battel, sAEmlim 
was with much Bloodihed overthrown, and all his 
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both Commanders drawing together their whole 
Force and Pov/er, they fought one of the moil 
fliarp and bloody Battels that was ever recorded in 
the Roman Story ; which continu’d the greateft 
Part of the Day without any Appearance of Dif- 
proportion or Advantage on either Side. At 
length the Vi&ory feem’d to incline to Alb in us 
whofe Troops fought with that Rage and Obfti 

nacy, that they forc’d Severus 9 s Men 



79 


3 


they began to fly 


i 


fo 

ind at the fame time Seve- 


russ Horfe fell with him, every Man giving him 
for loft,* fo that Albinus 9 s Soldiers began to cry Vi 
fiery, Vifiorj ! without obferving any Regularity in 
purfuing their Advantage. But the Battel was loon 

reftor’d by Lost us. one of Severus 9 s Commanders 


/ 


3 


who till then with a confiderable Party had kept 
himfeif in Referve, deflgning to deftroy both Par¬ 
ties, and to fet up himfeif. His unexpected com 
i.ng in, 

Sever 


chang’d the Face of Affairs, and refcu’d 
who charg’d with that Fury and Exa 61 - 


nefs, that he foon pluck’d the Victory out of the 
Hands of Albinus 9 s Soldiers, who accounting them- 
felves Conquerors, had obferv’d no exacSi Order: 

And this was fo well feconded, that fhortly after 

the Albinians were put to Flight ; and Severus vi- The 0verm 

goroufly purfuing the Advantage, cut off great throw and 

Numbers even to the Gates of the City of Lupdk- Dsath c f 

~ ‘ Albinus 


mm 


The City was 


foon 


d , and Albinus 


taken Prifoner, whofe Head was flruck off, and 


brought 


Stverus , who 




v 


d it 


exceed 


ing Satisfaction 


and writing to the Senate and 
People of Rome , he fent it thither, commanding it 

We 
the dead 
it, upon 



fet upon a Pole in the publick Forum 
told that he barbaroufly infulted 


Body of Albinus , riding many Times over 

a furious Horfe , and cafl: it all difmally mangled 

River Rhofne , together with the CarcaiTes 


- -— * AVI ^ £ 

of his Wife and Children 


5 


whom 


Uw 


commanded 

to 
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hap. IV. 

Difgrace of that venerable Affembly 
he Tides and Memory of the Tyrant Commodm $ 
jeflroy’d his Murcherers, called himfelf his Brother, 


he renew'd 


and made him to be 


d arid ador’d as a 


God 


He alfo .condemn'd to Death a great Num 


ber of the Nobility of Rome , who had been either 
the Friends of Minus, or of his PaFty i producing 
Letters which he faid were written by them. 


wherein they had offer’d their Perfons and Eftates 
to the Service of Albinas; alledging other Reafons 
and Proofs, of which fome are fuppos’d to have 


He 



the like Severity to many 

: and in this ma- 



been forg’d. 

Eminent Perfons of Niger s Party 
ny confiderable Matrons and Roman Ladies 
not efcape his Fury. He pretended to ad: in this 

Affair by the Didate of Juftice and Revenge ; but 

Herodian tells us, he was urg’d on by a more pre¬ 
vailing Paffion which he had for Money, to which 
none of the Emperors, he fays, was fo totally en- 
flav'd. By all which Executions he extreamly 


rich’d himfelf 



the Eftates and Goods of the 


was diftribu 

ted to others ,* but he principally inrich’d and ad 


condemn'd Perfons, of which fome 


d a Fav 


of his call’d Tlautian 




an 



frican by Birth, and his Countryman, whom he 
made PraTed of the Vratorian Soldiers, and after 
wards marry'd his eldeft Son CaracaUa to hisDaugh 
ter Plautina. He likewife /hew’d himfelf very 
beral and bountiful, bellowing great Favours upon 
many others, and endeavouring to become popu¬ 



lar and acceptable to 

i i / if n *n 


Men 




and to that End he 


made the nobleft Entertainments, and the moft 


folemn Games that 


were made 


Rome, and 


diftributed large Quantities of Money among the 
People. 

Severm {laid not long in Rome ; for undemand¬ 
ing that Affairs were unfettled in AJia, particularly 

that the Parthkm had invaded the Frontiers of the 

Em- 
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Chap. IV. 


SEVERUS XXL 



with grofs Meats, which for want/of Digeftion foon 

ended his Life. Thus died Septimm Sever us , the Deat * 

twenty firft Emperor of Rome, near the 66th Year 0 evcms ' 
of his Age, after a turbulent, but fuccefsful Reign 
of about Eighteen Years ,* a Prince of extraordina¬ 
ry Excellencies and Imperfediions, who perform'd 
many noble as well as notorious Adis ,* fo that 
what was formerly faid of Augufius , was faid of 

him, ’That it had been better for the Vublick if he had 
never been born, or had never d/d ; and like wife 
the fame that was faid of Antoninus Vbilofophus, 


That he had been happy , if he had had no Children . 

He was certainly highly ferviceable to the Re- 
eftabli/hing, and the Strengthening of a totter¬ 
ing Empire,* but at the fame time, by his un~ 
reafonable Encouragement of the Soldiery, and his 
Advice to his Sons to that purpofe, he open’d % 
Gap to greater Inconveniencies than ever happen’d « 
before. He dy’d in the 964thYear of the City, 

after the Settlement of the Empire by Aur 
guftus, 2ii after our Saviour’s Nativity, andny , 
after the laft of the Twelve C#fars ; in which 
time, we are told, that the World was fo loofe, 

that three thoufand w^r.e indited for Adultery in 
his Reign. 
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&m IV 


CARACALLA XXI! 



♦ 

had a faulted and fought with him $ hut the Gods had 
given him the ViBory , though with great Hazard an& 


Difficulty $ and that he was fled to them from the 
Fury of fuch as won d have Jlain him . He fpoke 



with that Artifice and Infinuation, that the Soldiers 
believ’d him,* and though he did not exprefly; 
mention his Brother’s Death, yet they foon per- 

that he had flain his Brother, Therefore 
the better to fecure their Intereft, he immediately 
promis’d to beftow upon them the fame Gifts and 
Rewards that were ufually given upon the new 
Ele$ion of an Emperor: And immediately he fenc 
for an infinite Mafs of Money, and was fo pro- 
fufe and extravagant in his Diftributions 


> 


that 


in one Day he gave to the Soldiers almoft alt 
that Treafure his Father had been fcrapine; to¬ 


gether for eighteen Years. By which means he 
gain’d the Affe&ions of the Soldiers ,• and though 


he met with Oppoficion from fome 


3 


yet at 



they proclaim’d him foie Emperor, approv’d 
the Death of his Brother Geta> and pronounc’d 
him a Traitor, and an Enemy to the Common 
wealth. The next 


Day Caraealla furrounded with 

J * *• 1 * 

Soldiers, remov’d to Rome, and affembling the Se- 
nate, with his Guard about him, he made a formal 


Oration 

thefs TraBices 


3 


own 


fing his 
,* affirming 


3 



Rro 
unlaw 


f i 


ful Aggrefor was not only jufty hut approv'd by the ge 


moral VraBice of Mankind : Of which here was a 


memorable In ft 
City , who 



Romulus the Founder 




the 


9 


not hear the Affront of his Brother 
who only refleBed upon his Buildings. Thefe and fome 

other Pretences caus’d the Senators, fome put of 
Favour, and others out of Fear, to approve of his 


Death 

* - ► “ • • ^ X WW « f 

gave his Brother an honourable Funeraf 
him in a {lately 1 Monument built by Severus 


and to juflifie the Murther. However he 

bury’d 
wept 


as often as he faw his Pidhire, and heard his Name 

mention’d 


3 
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mention’d ; and being told that his Fratricide might 
in fome degree be expiated by calling his Brother 


a God, he anfwer’d, Let him be a God, fence bet 

not alive . 

After this , to fecond his Wickednefs with the 
greater Cruelty, he proceeded againft Men of all 
Ranks, as though they had been guilty of con- 
fpiring againft his Perfon, committing infinite 


9 « ■ 


Murthers and Barbarities. He commanded all his 
Brother’s Servants to be flain without Mercy, to¬ 
gether with many Senators and Equites y who were 
Friends to his Brother: and caus'd his own Wife 




Tlautina, and Tomp 


Grandfon to Antonim 
Death. He fent Poifon 


y 


Ehilofeophtes , to be put 

to L'at us, and oblig’d him to take it.; who, as he 
was the firft of thofe who perfuaded him to the 
Murther of Gtta, was the firft that fell a Sacrifice 
to his Ghoft. He caus’d the Head of Fapinian , the 


j 


r 


renpwped Civilian , to be ftrucken off, for refu 
ftng to write a Vindication of his Brothers Death 

and telling of him, That it was much eafeer to 


) 


He 


d 



mit a Tarricide , than to jufiify it. 

Governors and Commanders to be flain which 
his Brother had plac’d in the Provinces, and like 


* 

\ 


wife the Veftal Virg 


y 
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and above two thoufand 


others, who adhered to his Brother’s Party. No 
Man efcap’d that had the leaft Acquaintance with 

Get a : All Wreftlers, Charioteers, Players, Singers 
or Dancers that had any ways contributed to his 
Diverfion, were all facrific’d to his prefent Fury. 
Whole Nights were fpent in the Execution of his 
bloody Decrees,- and the dead Bodies of People 


r# 

« * 



r 
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all Ranks and Ages were contemptuoufly thrown 
into Carts, and hurry’d out of the City, where they 
were burnt in Heaps, without the Decency of com¬ 
mon Ceremonies. 

The Emperor took a peculiar Delight in all Aft 
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of Cruelty 




for 
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that reafon alone preferring Ban 

ibfe. 
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let fall her Veil, which difclos’d her naked Breafts 


and Beaut} 


which was great 


he with a wanton 


aau ^ w j ” owa - *• --~— 

Look told her. That were it lawful , he would pojfefs 


that Beauty he faw. 


To whom ihe made anfwer 


without any {hew of Decency or Modefty, That aU 


things were lawful to Him , 
others , and was fubjefit to none. 


who made Laws for 

Whereupon fetting 


afide all Duty and Refped to his dead Father and 
Brother, he refolv’d to marry her, and accordingly Cmcalla 


celebrated the Nuptials in. publick 


} 


fhortly after marries bit 


with the Mother of his Brother, whom he had be 
fore murther’d. 


Mother-in 

law Julia. 


After this, Caracalla enjoy’d but little Reft and 
Quiet in his Thoughts, being tormented with in- ' 
finite Jealoufies and Sufpicions of Confpiracies 5 
and dealing much with Magicians and Aftrologers, 
and diving into the Secrets of Gods and Demands, 

he fent from Mefopotamia to Maternianus , his great 

Confident in Rome> and Governor of the City, fe- 
cretly to affemble the beft Aftrologers, and demand 
of them what Death he was to exped, and like- 
wife to know of them whether any at prefent con- 
fpir'd or pradis’d his Death. Thefe Commands 

were fpeedily perform’d by Maternianus , who wri¬ 
ting to the Emperor, either by the Advice of the 
Aftrologers, or his own Suggeftions, told him. 

That Macrinus, who was now one of his principal 
Commanders with him in Mefopotamia, had a Dejign 
againfi his Life , therefore the Aftrologers advis'd him 
immediately to difpatch Him : Which Letter was fent 

feal’d and made up among others, to be convey’d 
with the greater Secrecy. The whole Packet was 

deliver’d to the Emperor as he was entering his 

Chariot, in order to a publick Race with other 
Chariots ; and not being willing to be interrupted, 

gave his Letter^ to Macrinus to read over, and to 

give him an Account of the Contents afterwards. 
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the City | And in this he committed a great Error • 

for his flaying at Antioch was the firft ftep to His 
Ruin, where negle&ing his principal Concerns, he 
gave himfelf up to Riot and Luxury. Where- 
upon the Roman Soldiers, being defirousof return¬ 
ing to the City, began to murmur and repine at 
his Delays, and way of Living, and likewife to 
contemn and defpife him. But that which caus’d 
the Soldiers greateft Hatred, was his extreme Se¬ 
verity in punilhing them, which in thefe licentious 
Times was infupportable, efpecially to thofe who 
made and deftroy’d Emperors as they pleas'd. His 
Severity wasfuch, that inftead of Macrinus , he was 
by his own Servants term’d Macelinus , as much 
gs to fay Butcher,* becaufe he made his Houfeas 
it were a Shamble of murther’d Men. He was like¬ 


wife nam’d Mezentius , becaufe, like him, he fome 
times join’d Living Bodies to Dead. He con 
demn’d his Soldiers to the Crofs, and always in 
flided upon them the PuniChment of Slaves, 
commanded two Soldiers, who had ravifti’d their 



Hoftefs’s Maid, to be few’d 


up 


the Bellies 


two great Oxen open'd alive, with their Heads on¬ 
ly left out, that they might have liberty to fpeak 
to each other. He caus’d thofe Soldiers who com¬ 
mitted Adultery to be ty’d to their Female Crimi¬ 
nals, and burnt them alive,* though we are told 

that his Wife No?iia Cel fa was infatiable that way, 
He was wont to 


merciful 
dier in i 


y 


fay 


y 


I’hat he was very mild ml 


when in a Mutiny he ftsniftsd but one Sol 
hundred with Death ,* whereas he thought tit] 
dejerv d to be decimated^ or at leaf one in tiventy to 

fuffer. We are likewife inform’d, that he punift’d 
fome by /hutting them up in ceil’d Walls, where 
they dy’d miferably. Thefe Seventies made the 
molt of the Soldiers abhor him ; and the Senfe of 


Loyalty being long forgotten, they grew more and 

more audacious, gnd begati openly to tax the Pro- 
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Chap. IV. HELIOGABALUS XXIV 

Defpair caus’d the Soldiers of Heliogabalus to fight 


4°9 


but of Macrinus 7 s fide 


furioufly and obftinately 
only the Vnetorian Soldiers perform d their Duty, 
the reft were remifs and negligent ; and a confi- 

derable part abandoning him, went over to the 

contrary fide : Whereupon Macrinus accounting The Over 
himfelf loft and deftitute, fled from the Battel, and throws, 

Heliogabalus gain’d the Victory. He and his Son, 
with fome choice Friends, travell’d with the ut- 




!► 


moft Expedition and Privacy through the Provinces 
of the Leffer AJia, and enter’d Bithynia y with a De¬ 
termination to get to Rome as foon as poffibly he 
cou’d, where he knew his Arrival was much de 
fired. But unfortunately falling fick in the City 
of Chalcedony he was overtaken by thofe whom 
Heliogabalus had fent to purfue him ,* who fhewing 
their Letters and Commands to the City, and de¬ 
claring the Victory of Heliogabalus, were obey’d 
and Macrinus lying fick, void of all Favour and 


y 


/ 


Friendfhip, together with his Son, was there put 

to Death. Thus unfortunate were Macrinus and j n d death 
Diadumenus, the Father and Son, who together*/ Macri- 

made the Twenty third Emperor of Rome , having 
reign’d but one Year and two Months: All which 
was occafion’d by the Negligence and Remifnefs 
as much as Severity and Cruelty of Macrinus • who 


Diadu- 

menus. 


4 


y 


nctwithftanding he had the Reputation of a nice 
and experienc’d Commander, was overthrown and 
depriv’d both of his Life and Empire, only by an 
old Woman and a Child. This happen’d in the 
971ft Year of the City, 218th after our Saviour’s 
Nativity, and 25-th after the publick Sale of the 
Empire by the Soldiers. 


# VI. Immediately after the Death of Macrinus and j. 
his Son, Heliogabalus , by the Advice of his Grand¬ 



mother Mcefciy wrote to Rome in the moft obli 

ging and fawning manner imaginable which was 


218 





Chap. IV. HELIOGABALUS XXJV 

Of thefe, and only thefe, have Writers treated, 


which as they cannot be omitted without leaving 


4 


the whole Reign, fo they cannot be related 
with the Method and Decency which either Hifiory 
or Biography requires. Therefore I hope the Reader 
will excufe my complying with the Meannefs and 
Bafenefs of my Subjed and Materials,and my hand¬ 
ling that Trafli and Dirt which I cou’d not avoid 
without a total Silence. 

Being folemnly receiv’d at Rome , the firft thing 
he undertook was the building of a Magnificent 
Temple in the Suburbs to the Sun, his God $ into 
which every Year with great Solemnity he brought 
him, preferring him before Jupiter , and made am 
Edid that the Romans fhou’d pay a greater Vene¬ 
ration to the new God Heliogahalus , than to any 
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other, who, he faid, were all Servants to his God 

therefore he plunder’d other Temples to enrich his 

and endeavour’d to hinder the worlhipping 


other Gods but his. He declar’d, That he 


own, 
of all 

woo’d command the Worship- of the Jews, Samaritans, 
and Chriftians, to be transferred and contain d in bis 


Tempi 


Then, that his God might not be deflitute of a 


Partner and Gompa 




he marry’d him to the 


ancient Image of Fallas, which for many Ages had 

been kept up with great Devotion • but this Match 


difpleafing him, in a fhort time he declar’d. That 


his God could 


love 



Martial a IVife, and there¬ 
fore divorc’d his firft Wife, and marry’d him to 


Urania 


3 


faying 


3 


It was much more 


proper to marry 


the Sun and the Moon together. And for a Portion, 


he gave all the Treafure 


in the Temple of Urania 

to his God ; and commanded all the People of 

Rome and Italy to make folemn and publick Feafts 

for Joy of this fortunate Match. Nor was he left 
fickle in relation to his own Wives; for he had fix 

iq the fhort time of his Reign ; The firft was 

Ann i a 
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IV ALEXANDER XXV 42 

ibey’d as Emperor of Rome, The Senate offer’d to 
:onfer upon him many honourable Epithets and 

lurnames, particularly Antoninus and Maximus ; 

jut he modeftly declin'd all, declaring openly in the 

Haufe, That he never delighted to afj'ume what belong d 

It others , and that he found himfelf overladen with 
iter Favours j for thofe lofty Titles of Honour were 
no burdenfome for one of his Tears . Alexander and 
Pompey bad juflly accpttifd thofe Titles by their Ex* 
ikits and Triumphs; but for him they were as improper 
the Name of Cicero for a Mute , or Varro for a 
Um abfolutely illiterate . His Firmnefs, and the en- 
lire Gravity of his Behaviour caus’d great Admi¬ 
ration ,* efpecially when they obferv’d, that the 
ivnole Body of the Senate was not able to vanquifli 

Ihe Modefty of one young Man. 

Alexander Severus, formerly Alexianus 9 was now 

pout fixteen Years of Age, according to fome, 
land not fourteen according to others; being bom 

fin a City of Syria call’d Area Ctefarea, of Mammae a, 

lifter to Semi amir a , a Lady of eminent Vertues 
and Accomplishments ; and his Father’s Name 

Ivas Varius Marcellas, tho’ Dion calls him Genefius ■ 

Umianus, This young Prince was a great Lover 
|and Encourager of Learning; and having the 
mod celebrated Men for his Matters and Tqtors^ 
lie became skilful in all the Liberal Sciences: Par¬ 
ticularly he was an excellent Mathematician, Geo¬ 
metrician, and Mufician ,* he cou’d paint and carve 
to a great Perfection, and likewife fing and play 
tipon many Inftruments, which after he was Em¬ 
peror he never did but in private. He was like- 

wife remarkable for his Poetry ^ and fo confidera- 

Me for the Solidity of his Parts and Judgment, that 
at the beginning of his Adminiftration, he rather 
feem’d a wife old Man than a Youth • fo that the 
f°y of the Senate and People was unexpreffible for 
^is happy Election. Beginning his Reign with 
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numerable Throngs of the Commons, Women 

and Children, receiv'd him with infinite Bleffings 
and Applaufes, and incredible Tranfports of Joy. 
The following Day was fpent in the Games of 
the Cirque, and the Diverfions of the Stage at 
which time the Emperor gave a Largefs to tfa® 
Poor, and eftabliih’d Penfions for the Maintenance 
of poor Children, according to the Example of 
Antoninus Tins, calling them by the Name of 
Mammaans, in Honour of his Mother Mammaa. 
About the fame time, Fur ins Celfus obtain'd a 
great Vi&ory over the Mauritanians and Vagit a - 
mans in Africk, Varius Macrinus had goodTuc- 
cefs in Germany j and Junius Vahnatus return'd 
from Armenia with Victory : So that the Breaches 
aijd Weakneffes made by corrupt Princes in the 

Empire,* began in fome meafure to be repaired. 
And in reinftating the Empire, and in reforming 
Corruptions, no Prince was ever more diligent 
than Alexander ; who after his Return from, the 
Baft, fpent two or three Years in Rome, making 
all kind of Regulations, and doing Juftice in fuch 
a manner, that he was belov’d and admir’d to 

the higheit Degree by all worthy Perfons. Only 
he was murmur’d at by fome, who complain’d 
that he was too much led and govern’d by his 
Mother, who though flie was a Woman of extra¬ 
ordinary Wifdom and Virtue, was notwithftanding 
branded for . Avarice. He proceeded to new Re¬ 
gulations, and conflicted fourteen Curators, all 
Confular Perfons, to the feveral Quarters of the 
City, whom, together with the Governour of the 
City, he order’d to take Cognizance of the Civil 
Caufes, in fuch a method, as all, or the greateft 
part of them, fhou’d be prefent when any Bufi- 
nefs was tranfadfed. He diftributed all the Vint- 
iters, Victuallers, Regraters, and generally the Men 
■pi all Grafts, into Companies and Corporations, 

to 




* 


to whom he appointed Governours and Officers to 
judge in the Difpatches that might arife among 
them in the Matter of their feveral Crafts and 
Profeffions. He alfo eftablifli’d publick Maga¬ 
zines in all the Quarters of the City; to which 
thofe who had not Conveniences of their own* 
might carry their Provifions, and lodge them with 
Safety. This Emperor was always diligent in his 
Affairs, infomuch that fcarce a Minute of his 
Time was loft ,* his leifure Hours being ufually 
fpent in reading excellent Authors, more parti¬ 
cularly Vlato s Common-wealth, and Tull/ s Of¬ 
fices. He was a great Incourager of Learning 
and learned Men; and appointed Salaries and 
.publick Schools for Rhetoricians, Grammarians, 
Phyficians, Aftronomers, Geometricians, and Ar¬ 
chitects, fending great Numbers of Scholars, whom 
he educated and maintain’d. Among the learned 
Men of this declining Age, flourifh’d Dion-Caffius, 
that celebrated Writer of the Roman Hiftory in 
Greek , who was twice honour’d with the Con- 

fulftiip. 

This worthy Emperor thus living in perfect 
Peace and Tranquillity, about the thirteenth Year 
of his Reign, the High-Germans, and other Nor¬ 
thern Nations, took up Arms, as formerly, againft 
the Empire, and paft the Rhine and Danube with 
fuch Fury, and fuch infinite Herds of People, that 
all Italy and Rome were in a great Confternation. 
Upon Notice of which, the Emperor made what 
Levies he cou’d, and to the mighty Regret of 
the City, went in Perfon to Item this furious 
Torrent. Notwithstanding the Enemies were ex¬ 
ceeding powerful and numerous, Alexander by his 
extraordinary Diligence and Management fooii 
iupprefs’d their Fury, and daily gain’d Advanta¬ 
ges over them. But tho’ the Emperor met with 
lb much fuccefs aeainft thefe barbarous Nations, 

F f 3 he 
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my 5 was taken off in the prime of his Age, to the 
unexpreffible Grief of Rome and the whole Empire. 

If we may except Julius C*efar s whofe Ambition 
overwhelm'd him,* and Vertlmx , whofe Avarice 

deftroy’d him $ this was the firft good Emperor 
and Governor in Rome who dy’d an unnatural 
Death. Yet this may truly be faid to be owing 
to the Corruptions of Heliogabalus , as that of Ter - 
tinax to thofe of Commodus : So that thefe Tyrants 
are in a great meafure anfwerable for the others 
Deaths, befides the infinite Number of Mifchiefs 
they brought upon the State afterwards. Alexan¬ 
der dy’d in the 988th Year of the City, 2j8 Years 
after the Eftablifhment of the Empire by Augufius , 

after our Saviour’s Nativity, 139 after the laft 
of the twelve Cafars, and 42 after the publick Sale 

jpf £he Empire, 
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Gh. V. Maxim, and bis Son Max. XXVI. 

A 

Geometrical Foot and an half, and had a Body an- 
fwerable to his Stature, in Strength, Symmetry, and 
Proportion • and his Joints were fo large, that his 
Wife’s Bracelet often ferv’d him for a Ring upon 
his Thumb. His Diet was fo remarkable for the 
Quantity, that he generally eat forty Pound weight 
of Flefh every Day, and drank about fix Gallons 
of Wine, without being immoderate in either. 
His Strength was alfo proportionable, being able 
to turn and draw loaden Wains, which two Oxen 
cou’d fcarcely move ; to ftrike out the Teeth of 
an Horfe with his Fift ; to break his Thighs, and 
kill him with a Kick; to crumble hard Chalk- 
Stones between his Fingers, and to cleave young 
Trees with his Hands. Befides, he was of a Tem¬ 
per fo bold and couragious, fo fierce and prefump- 
tiious, that relying wholly upon his prodigious 
Bulk and Strength, he neither fear’d nor regarded 
any Man in the World. For his great Strength, he 

was call’d Hercules , Antaeus , and Milo for his 
Courage and Valour, Achilles, HeBor , and Ajax ; 
and for his Savage Cruelty, Bufiris, Thalaris , and * 
Cyclop. His Son Maximus bore fome Proportion to 
him, but is mo ft remember’d for his extraordinary 
Shape and Beauty; fo chat when his Father cre¬ 
ated him Emperor, he gave this Reafon in Wri¬ 
ting, That he chofe Him not only becaufe he was his 
Son , hut alfo becaufe the Senate and Feople of Rome 
might fee and fwear, That they never had fuch a beau¬ 
tiful Frince before. 

The firft Education of the Father was very 
mean, being brought up chiefly among Cattle,* 
but his Ambition increafing with his Strength and 
Body, he left his poor Employments, and repair’d 
to the Roman Army, where he was foon diftin- 
gnilh’d and admir’d by.all Men, and particularly 
by the Emperor Severus then reigning, though he 

Was not arriv’d'at his full Stature. Severus cele- 




Maximinus 



Chap.V 


Maxim, andhis Son Max. XXVf 


Maximinus feeing himfelf advanc’d 


fo high 



a 


Station as the Empire, according to his proud and 
infolent Tamper, began immediately to fhew the 
uttnoft Extent of his Authority • and chufing ra¬ 
ther to be fear’d than lov’d, he Toon committed 

great Cruelties, reigning like Spartacus or Athenion 
with a Court as it were of Mob. And firft, he 
put to Death all fuch as had been very intimate 

and familiar with Alexander ; and then banifh’d an 
infinite Number of others 

mander in his Army, or any Senator in "the Se 


3 


allowing any Com 


him 


And be 


nate, that had been advanc’d 
caufe he was much afham’d of the Meannefs of his 



Extraction, he commanded 


fuch as heft knew 


him, and his Parents, to be flain ,* though many 


of them had 


d his Parents and him 


the 


time of their low Condition. And becaufe the 
Chriftlam . had found fome Shelter, and a favou¬ 
rable Entertainment in the Family of his Prede- 
ceffor, he rais’d a fevere Perfecution againft them ; 
though it was principally levelled againft the Bi- 


jhops and Minifters of the Church, as the 

Authors and Propagators of Chrifrianity 
was the fixth general Perfecution of the ChrifHans 
which broke out in the firft Year, and in the be 
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prime n e f, 

This general 

Per fa 
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ginning of this Emperor’s Reign, thirty three Years 
after the beginning of that under Severus. This 

was extremely violent, but very fhort, occasioning 





Grig 


write his Book concerning Martyrdom 


2 


but it was not fo general as the other Perfecu 
tions were, raging in fome particular Places 
efpecialiy in the Province where Maxlmlnus 


fided 


Whence Snip 


Severus admits not 



into the Number of the ten Perfections, making 
no more than nine Pagan Perfection's, and refer- 
ing the tenth for the Times of Antic hr 
Cruelty of this Emperor likewife extended 


The 

all 


rich Perfgns, whofe Lives and Eftates became a fre¬ 
quent 
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In the mean time Maximinus in vain attack’d 

% 

; the Scarcity and Famine In his Army* 
and the Hatred of his Soldiers encreas’d, who dai- 
hearing from the Senate of Revolts in feveral 

and that moft of their Wives 

Children were at Rome , where Maximinus 



parts of the 




threatned his chiefeft Revenge , they at laft re« 
folv’d to mutiny and deftroy him, to prevent fu¬ 
ture Calamities. And accordingly having made 

tear 


And 

his Guards Accomplices in the Defign 
Ing his Pourtract out of his Enfign 



** 


enter’d 




his Tent at Noon-day, when he and his Son were The Death 
fepoling themfelves, boldly fet upon him, and flew Maxi- 


him without refiftance, and likewife his Son Maxi ~ 

r . - r ■ r 1 y. yrtl 7 • > ' / MaXlIUtt? 

tnusy laying, Of a curjed Litter not a Whelp it to he 

fpard . Thefe were the Deaths of Maximinus -and, 
nis Son Maximus, in the 6jth and 21ft Years of 



their Ages, making together the twenty fixth Em¬ 
peror of Rome 1 whofe Deaths were univerfally ap 


having brought thofe Mifchiefs upon them 
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make fpeedy Preparations to oppofe them in Thrace 
and Mafia , where they had been mod fuccefsful. 
For the more effe&ual fuppreffing of them he re- 

i the Senate 


folv’d co go in Ferfon, and 


oblig 


$ 


he left the Government in their Hands * and take 
ing his Son along with him, he march’d toward 


the Enemy, and within a few Days after he join’d 


Battel with thofe furious People 


whi 


O 



in the 



inning was very doubtful and bloody, but 


iaft he gain’d the Vi&ory, and flew 30000 ; 
{training the red to fly to the Mountains 
other Places of difficult Accefs, not daring to 


con- 

and 


down into the Plains : Which reduc’d them to 
that Extremity, that he might eafily have ruin’d 

them, had he not been prevented 



th 


a 


Infide¬ 



lity of his own Commanders. For the King of the 
Goths by an Embaffy let him underftand, That i 

he would give him leave to depart peaceably, he woui 
abandon all the Roman Dominions , and return to his 

own Country. But the Emperor having poffefs’d 
himfelf of all the Paffes, imagining that he might 
eafily deflroy them, % or make them Prifoners, and 
fo puniih their former Breach of Articles, wou’d 

not yield to the King’s Propofals. Having at laft 
reduc'd them to fuch Extremity, that they cou’d 
not efcape out of hi 


s 


riands, he 


o a v e 


o 


Orders to 

n Eminent Commander call’d Trebomanm Gallus , 


Governor of the Frontiers of Mafia, carefully to 


guard certain Palies, 

fi g n ’ d 


through which the Goths de- 


co marcn, and that 


fee are them 
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b P 
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might effectually 


gave him the Command of a 

powerful Party of Men. 


But Gallus 



o 

V 


ing 


_ am¬ 
bitious of making himfelf Emperor, and.by fuch 
Methods as were often us’d before, not only dif- 
chare’d his Office ne 


\ 




temgence to tne 


hi 


u im pafis quietly ; adsifing him withal, to 


giigently, but gave fecret In- 

the Goths , That $>e wou 


*?■ * c 

iving or 



K* 



f'r 

* t iJ 



s Army into two farts, with one Half to lay in 
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< 

^ouimand others. But the Succeffes of this Empe¬ 
ror prov’d according to the Merit of liis Adions: 

For the Goths, and other barbarous Nations, not 
fatisfy’d with their advantageous Peace, broke it in 

like a mighty Torrent came 


a 


fliort. Time, and 


Goths , enter’d with 


down upon the Provinces of Thrace , Mafia 3 TheJJa 
ly, Macedon , and fome Parts of Afia y pra&ifing ali 
Kinds of Ravages, Devaluations and Maffacres; 
For all which the Emperor ftiew’d but little Regard. 
On the other fide, the Terjians in Afia, feeing the 
extraordinary Succefs of the 
a great Power under their great King Sapores % into 

the Provinces of Mefopotawia and Syria ; and then 
palling forwards, they fubdu’d Armenia , and drove 

out Tiridates the King of that Country. But Gall us 
pot much regarding thefe Troubles and Calami¬ 
ties abroad, confum’d his Time in Rome> rather 
as a Slave to his own Voluptuoufnefs, than a con¬ 
quering Monarch ,* taking for his Companion in 
the Empire his Son Volufian , tho* but a 




caufing Virtas Augufiorum be ftampt upon both their 
Coins, as if he had gain’d the Empire by Valour, v<] 
and not Treachery. At the fame time, to pleafe 
and pacify the People of Rome, he adopted a young 
Son of Decius ; but Ihortly after paus’d him fecretly 


Child, and wbomaht 

Son 

Volufiam 

his P art* 
mr+ 


to be poyfon’d. . ' 

That there might be nothing wanting to com -The lap ' 

pleat the Miferies of the Empire, 
the Decian Perfecution againft the Chriftians , which 
had been much abated ; refolving, as it were, to 
imitate his Predeceffor in nothing but'his Crimes. 

And this was immediately fucceeded 



a 


molt 

dreadful Peftilence, which # beginning in ^thiopia 
in the Confines of zAEgypt , from thence infected 
all the Provinces in the World, continuing feveral 

unheard of Manner, and deftroying 



ears in an 


incredible Numbers of People in every City in 
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ao 
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from whence Sc. Cyprian, the fa 
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iEmilian, 
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€elfus,i 
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who fear’d Oianatus , at firft defpis’d Zenobia • 
but fhe ibon let him underltand his Error by her 
frequent overthrowing his Forces * particularly 
thofe under the Command of Eeraclianus . About 
the fame time, zAimiUan, Commander of the Le¬ 
gions in *A£gyp, after fome Tumults and Struggles* 
in imitation of many others, proclaim’d him¬ 
felf Emperor, and with great Courage and Bold- 
nefs feiz d on that ancient Kingdom. But as 
thefe Buildings had but a weak Foundation, fo 
a fmall Force, and a few Storms overwhelm’d 

them, which was effected by a Commander font 
by Gallienus , call’d Theodatm , who us’d fuch Me¬ 
thods that his Friends failing him , he was by 
him apprehended, and afterwards put to Death in 

Prifon. 

While Affairs thus pafs’d in the Eafi , the other 
Provinces of the Empire were in no lefs Confu- 
fioo, being extremely infefted and harrafs’d with 
Wars and Ufurpers ,• Gallienus in the mean time 
folacing himfelf in Rome, contenting himfelf with 
Italy , which was the only Province that remain’d 
firm to him, the reft fome times paying, and 
other times denying their Obedience. In thefe 
general Commotions, Africk alfo made feveral Al¬ 
terations, occafion’d by Vomfonianw , the Com¬ 
mander of the Legions, and Vajfienm, Proconful 
of the Province, who made choice of a Tribune, 
call’d Celfm , a Perfon highly efteenfd for his 
Virtues and Accomplifhments, and proclaim’d 
him Emperor. But this poor Prince’s Authority 
lafted but feven Days, being put to Death by the 
Means of Gallienus's Kinfwoman GAliena* dwel- 
ling in thofe Parts, had great Indignities offer’d to 
his Body. After which , Africk was free from 
Ufurpers in this Reign, but not from Tumults 
and Confufions. About the fame time, Regillianus s 

Commander of the Legions about Vamenta , and 
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Chap. VI. CLAUDIUS 

memorable Victory over him., which conftrain’d 

him to retire unto the Walls of Milan; from 
whence he fought to come to fome Compofition 
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with Claudius 
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he had done with Gallknns 


But 
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Claudius , as a virtuous and vi&orious Princey wou*d 
not hearken to any Agreement with a Tyrant and 
Ufurper, and return’d him Anfwer, 
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p(it ions might have been fait able to 
Gallienus, who flood in fear of Aureolus 
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himfelf, 
princely , 



was refolvd to 



nothing 


mean 



un 




\ % 


but won d make him under (land his Duty 
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Aureolus was afterwards flain, as fome fay 
own Soldiers 

mand. 
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and as others, by Claudius's Com- .®f Auieo 

at the Foot of a Bridge. By his ius 
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Death Claudius became Matter of his Army, and of 
all the Countries that he poffefs-d ; n and returning 
with thefe Succeffes to Rome, he was there receiv’d 
with great Triumphs and Feaftings, and fetled the; 
Affairs of the Publick with all imaginable Prudence 
and Juftice. His principal Care and Study was to 
reftoi'e the Empire to its former Strength and Li* 
berty, and to recover all that was loft, being 
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dy to expofe himfelf to all kinds of Dangers ,* and 
upon that Occafion, it was ferioufly debated in the : 
Senate which War fhould be undertaken firft, and 
whether the Emperor fhou’d go againft Tetricus ia 

Gaul, or Zenobia in the Eafi, or elfe the Goths and; 
other Nations, which had infefted and poffefs’d 
feveral Parts of the Empire ? But the good Em¬ 
peror foon refolv’d their Doubts, declaring. That 


u + ' r,- 
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woudfirfi march againfi the Goths, and other bar 
harous Nations, for they were Enemies to the Common 

wealth : 


IS 




Therefi 

heft 


but the Ufitrpers were only Enemies to Him 
he was oblig'd to revenge a ^ _ 

private Injury . Which generous Refolutiois 



being highly approv’d by the Senate and People, he 
with all poffible Diligence rais’d the greateft Army 

that was ever levy’dfor fuch a War,* for whichthere 

was 



* 
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tdme 



ors to 


Sword-Men 
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chersy to 


So 



in 


the 





. V 



our Strength 
and oUr -At* 





our great 
wanting 




Necefft 



Zeriobia in the 


elver 







dim boldly advancd towards the Eneiriy, and cbm 


ing to 


Battel 





his extraordinary Valour 



Gonduft. he overthrew thefe barbarous Nations 




an incredible Slaughter of them 


j 


> 


which 


was 


i 


one of the greateft and nobleft Victories th&t 
was ever gain’d by the RdwanSy in which were flaih 
arid taken Prifoners 500000 Men, and 2000 Ships 
loaden with Ammunition : fo that whole Houfbs 


were fill’d to their Tops with Targets, Shields 






Swords and Launces, and other Habiliments of 
War, of all which the Emperor gave an Account 

by writing to the City. In this Battel were taken 

and other Perfons of the 


i 


a 


many barbarous Kings 
higheft Rank among them 


and the Prifoners were 


fo numerous, that no Province nor City in the Em¬ 
pire was without many of them for Slaves. 

After this famous Vidory, Claudius purfuing his 

Advantag 


[Thrace near Biz,antium> and in Ma 
cedonia neavTheJJblomca, he had feveral Engagements 
with the Goths, who were poffefs’d of thofe Pro¬ 
vinces in which he was fo fortunate, and the 

that 

was reftor’d to its former Bounds in 
thofe Parts: and for a corifiderable Time the Goths 


Enemy were fo overthrown and vanquifli’d 
the Emp 



were unable to make any Oppofition or Refiftance 
againft the Empire. From J hence this 

pafs’d with his viftorious Army againft the revolted 

Germans s over whom he gain’d 





Eh e my 


Victory 


memorable arid 
t-hef'Lake Benacus or Garda 


9 



near.200000 Prong 




fe-eftablifh’d the Roman 1 Power 


? 


and freed 

the 
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The Death 

of Claudi¬ 
us. 


V 


A . D. 

270. 

Quintll- 
Jus made 
Emperor. 



the Empire from all Foreigners, he next determi¬ 
ned to march againft his two puiffant Rivals, 27 - 
trtcm and Zenobia ,* but coming near Sirmium in 
. Pannoma , he was there fiez'd with a peftilential 
Fever, which in a few Days put an End to all his 
great Defigns, to the unexpreQible Grief of all true 

Romans . Thus Claudius dy'd a natural Death, in 
the 56th Year of his Age, after a fhort, but glori¬ 
ous Reign of one Year, ten Months, and fifteen 
Days ,* being the Thirty fourth Emperor of Rome , 
and a ,Prince fo fublimely excellent, that the Mo¬ 
deration of Augufhis, the Valour of Trajan , and 
the Piety of Antoninus , are faid to have all center'd 
in him. He made a vaft Progrefs towards the Re- 
eftablifhing a tottering Empire ,• and the Senate not 
only gave him divine Honours, but likewTe the 
People ere&ed him a Statue of Gold ten Foot high 
in the Capitol, an Honour never known before j 
and a Target of the fame Metal, by the Senate's 
f Appointment was hung up in the Court,. There 
was alfo by genaral Content a Pillar ere&ed and 
compos'd of the Prows of Ships, upon which was 
plac'd his Statue of. 1500 Pound weight of Silver, 
representing him in his Confular Robes. He dy'd 

in the 1023d Year of the City, and 270 Years af¬ 
ter our Saviour's Nativity; in which time flouriilfd 
Longmus , a great Favourite of 'Zenobia ) and a moft 

excellent Orator and Critick ,* and Porphyry , a Jew 
by Defcent, firft a Chri&ian , and afterwards an A- 
poftate ; but a moft acute Philofopher. 


/ ' - 

III. Immediately after the Death oi Claudius, 
the Army unanimoufly made choice of Aurelim 
for Emperor, who was General of the Horfe, and 

the moft valiant Commander at this Time; But 

■ ^ » 


' _ T 

his Confirmation at Rome was for fome Space re 
tarded by reafon of Qumillm, Brother to the de 
ceafed Claudius, who being left Commander of 

' final 1 


t 





t 




Men. His uncommon Valour and expeditious Pro* 
eeedings, have caus'd fome to compare him with 
Julius Csefar ; but he much wanted his Mildnefs 
and Clemency, being in his Temper very fevere and 
cruel ; fo that he is juftly faid to have been mere 
proper for the General of an Atniy, than the Go- 

vernour of a State. 

Aurtlim being eftablifh’d in the Empire, with¬ 
out any further delay, march’d with his victori¬ 
ous Army againft the Sueviavs and Sarmatians , 

Northern Nations, who had invaded the Confines 
of the Empire $ over which he obtain’d a memo¬ 
rable Victory. But while he was thus fuccefsfully 
employ’d, the Mar com arms ^ and other fierce Nati¬ 
ons of Germany came furioufly down into Italy it 
felf, and made terrible Ravages and Devaluations 
in feveral Parts; fo that Rome was in a dreadful 
Confirmation, imagining all was loft, moft Per- 
fons being in a Confufion, boldly and openly tax¬ 
ing the Actions and Proceedings of Aurelian . 
The Sibyls Books were confiiked upon this Occa- 
fion, the City purg’d by Sacrifice, and folemn 
Proceffions made in all Parts. The Emperor him* 
felf was much concern'd at this dangerous Irrup* 
tion, and with all poffible Speed return’d to the 
Relief of Italy ; and coming to a general Battel 
with thefe Barbarians , he was in great Danger of 
being entirely defeated : For having fought a 
whole Day from Sun-rifing to Setting, the Battel 
was fo bloody, that he loft moft of his Troops. 
But afterwards reinforcing his Army, he gain’d 
three great Victories over them, and finifhed the 
War, deftroying the whole Army of the Marco* 
manni ; from whence he return’d to Rome, highly 
incens’d arfuch as prefum’d to tax his Proceedings 

and Management, among whom fome had form’d 
Confpiracies againft him. And being of a cruel 

and revengeful Temper, notwithftanding he was 

receiv’d 
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ever demanded That 



obtain d 




Valour . 


Writing 




which ought only to 


Tou require my Submijjlon j as 


though you were ignorant that Queen Cleopatra chofe 
Death before the higheffi Dignity under O&avius. We 
expect the Perfians flwtly to our Relief; and the Sa¬ 
racens and Armenians are now ready for our Affiance. 
And fmce the Banditti of Syria were able alone to 


diforder your Army ,* all thefe Succours will certainly 


m 


abate that Frefimption of yours , which makes you ex 
peB my Obedience f and account me already vanquifisd. 

This haughty Anfwer added to the Emperor' 
Fury 


s 




who immediately order'd the City to be 
more ftreightly befieg’d, in which he obferv’d 
fuch Care and Regularity, that he fail’d in no 
Part or Duty of a compleat General.* For by his 

Diligence he intercepted the Ferfian Auxiliaries, 
and difpers’d them ; and had the fame Succefs 
againft a confiderable Body of Saracens. And 
for the Troops that were coming from Armenia^ 


a plaufible Management of Threats and Re 
wards, he drew 'em over to his Service, and made 



\ 


'em his Friends 





that Zenobia finding her felf 


deceiv'd in her Succours, and difpairing of prefent 
Relief, fled from the City upon Dromedaries, 
with fuch Jewels and Treafure, as the Shortnefs 
of her time wou’d permit. And* travelling to¬ 
wards F erf a y fhe was overtaken by a feled Body ZenoMa 


of Horfe which Aurelian fent after her, fo that her con( i usr *• 


City Falmyra 


and all her Riches fell into his 


w jr. L M VI fy j I i* y WA » ***** ^ “ - 

Hands, as likewife all the Eafiem Provinces fliortly 


after. 


The Emperor 


to Death, who was 



the Philofopher Longinus 

Matter, and flood 


charg’d with indiefling her haughty Letter, but 
referv'd this mafculine Queen to be an Ornament 
to his intended Triumph, who being brought in 


to his Prefence, he faid, How durfi you , Zeno r 

bia ; prefitme to infuIt over Emperors ? 10 whom fhe 
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maintain the Liberties and Privileges of Egypt a 

gainft the Roman Power. Upon hearirfg of this 
Aurelian , who for Expedition was Second 


5 ° 5 



lius Gafar , return’d a third Time into Afia, and 
from thence march’d into Egypt, where with great 


Labour and Difficulty he 
Kingdom, and left 
rity 



o, 


d that important 
rfed Peace and Secu- 


V 


About the fame Time, a Commander in 

Dalmatia , call’d Septmius , proclaim’d himfelf Em¬ 
peror ,• but in a fhort Time after, his own Soldi¬ 
ers, according to the prevailing Cuftom of this 


Age 


onfpir’d againfl: him, and flew him 


that now there 


f 


So 

d nothing for this Emperor 

to perform, but to fupprefs Tetricus, who held the 

greateft Part of the Weft, upon whofe Account 
Aurelian pafs’d with the utmoft Celerity from 
Egypt into Gaul This War was very doubtful 


all Mens Opin 
their Expedtat 


3 


but was ended contrary to 


For Tetricus having 


good 


Title to the Empire, his Soldiers took the Liberty 


to become fo dilfolute and prefumptuous, 
prov’d both dangerous and infupportable ,* 


they 
there¬ 


fore he wifely chofe to 


a Subject to the Em 


peror Aurelian , rather than to be Emperor to fuch 
Subjects. And thereupon he wrote fdcretly to 


and 



Tetricus 


Aurelian , yielding himfelf to his Power 
happily order’d Affairs, that the Weftern Provinces yields 

were in a ffiort Time entirely reduc’d to the Emper 
ror’s Subjection. 

Aurelian having now fuccefsfully eftablifli’d the. 

Provinces, and reduc’d them in a great meafure 
to their ancient Power and Reputation, by fubdu 


ing of Tyrants and Ufurpers 


and 



repelling 


of foreign and barbarous Nations, with great Clou 
rage and admirable Expedition 


he refolv’d to 


come to Rome to 


which 


was 


Pomp and Solemnity 


ph for all his Victories 
perform’d with all the imaginable 



wou’d be too tedious 
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Chap.VL AURELIAN XXXV. 

punifh’d the Perfecutor fhortly after, while he was 


JO/ 


beginning a new 


Expedition againft the Terfi 


For having put many Perfons to Death upon flight 


Occaiions 


3 


his principal Secretary 


, Mnefiheus. be 


gan to doubt his own Security, having been threate¬ 
ned with Death for fome Offence committed, and 
knowing him to be moft punctual in his Punifh- 
ments, he confpir'd againft him, and forg'd a 
Roll of the Names of feveral Perfons, as though 
the Emperor had mark'd them out for Death, ad¬ 


ding his own, and fome others then 
vour, to make it the more plaufible. 


Upo 


of Fa- 

n fight 

of which the deluded Perfons, for their own Secu¬ 
rity immediately 


agreed with him to deftroy the 
Emperor, and refolving upon the Manner of it, 
as he pafs'd with a fmali Guard from Htraclea in 
Thrace towards Bizmtium, they fee upon him, and 
flew him with fmali Refiftance. Thus fell Valerius 


Aurelian , the Thirty fifth Emperor of Rome , in the The Death 

60 th or 63 d Year of his Age, after a brave and °f Auie 




a&ive Reign of five^ 


wanting twenty Days 


lian. 




a Prince of extraordinary Abilities in 




Adion, who 

but brought down his 
rity and Cruelty 


ar and 

wonderful Service to the State 


Ruin by his great Seve 


i 



that he is faid to 


been 


an excellent Phyficianco the PubJjck, but he took 
away too much Blood. He dy d in the 


Year c 
of the Emp 

Nativity, 
and 82 af; 
Soldiers. 


f the City, 298 Y 


8 ta 

the Settlement 



Jitgujhsy 27) after our Saviour's 



fter 


la ft 
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the Twelve Cal 






ublick Sale of the Empire by the 


IV 


The 


vigorous 


Reign of Aurelian had 



tamed the Infoience of the Arm 




and 




of 


People 


Death 


Pride 
fuch 


A.B 
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Calm 

nders 


the 







r 


refunfd to appear. 


that no Ufurpers and Pre 

Aurelian % Army was 
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the Memory of good Emperors, and likewife of 
Tacitus the Hiftorian, whom he call'd his Father, 
commanding his Works to be plac'd in every pub- 
lick Library throughout the Empire, and many 
Copies to be tranfcrib’d at the publick Charge. 
Ill the Beginning of his Reign the Barbarians on 
the Side of the Lake Maoth, in great Numbers 
made an Irruption,* but this Emperor partly by 
Force, and other Means, foon oblig'd them to 
retire. 

\ 

Tacitus having reign’d about four or five Months, 
he undertook an Expedition againft the Terjians 
and Scythians in Aft a; and marching towards the 
Eaft, and arriving at Tarfus in Cilicia , partly 
through the Fatigues of his March, and the Grief 
cccafiond from Fa&ions, and partly from the In¬ 
firmities of Age, he was thrown into a Fever, 

fbe Death which fhortly after finiftied his Life. This was 
of Taci- the Death of Tacitus , according to the moft pro- 

tus. bable Accounts, being the Thirty-fixch Emperor 

of Rome , after he had reign'd about fix Mopths to 

the general Sadsfa&ion of all Men $ a Prince wor¬ 
thily commended by all the Roman Writers, but 
his A&ions not very particularly recorded by any. 
He died in the 1029th Year ofiahe City, 27 6 
Years after the Birrh of our Saviour, and 85 
after the publick Sale of the Empire by the Sol¬ 
diers. _ 
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for his great Valour and Conduct, and perform’d 
many excellent Pieces of Service under Valerian , 


Claudius 


and Aurelian 


Gallicnus , Claudius , and Aurelian . In attacking of 
Towns he was frequently the firft Man upon the 
Scaling-Ladders* the firft that enter'd the Enemies 


Camp 


and no lefs remarkable for fingle Combats 
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and the faving of the Lives of many Eminent Ro 


mans 


for which, and other Exploits, he 


was 
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warded with many Civick browns. Collars, Brace¬ 
lets, Lances and Banners, with other Ornaments, 

and 
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Applaufes and Congratulations ** and now the 
Soldiers and Legions remain’d fo quiet* and in 
fuch exad Obedience* that it grew to a common 

Saying* That the Mice dare not knaw for fear of 

Probus. < ' 

Probus having happily fupprefs’d all Ufurpers 
and Pretenders* and again given Peace to the 1 Ro- 
man Empire* it was generally hop’d, that he 
might now have repos’d himfelf in the City, lines 
his Years and Travels requir’d no lefs $ all which 
was fruftrated by means of thofe barbarous Nati¬ 
ons* which by this Emperor’s Allowance were 
fettled in Thrace . For feveral of thefe Goths and 
Vandals y finding the Emperor often embarrafs’d in 
Wars and Infurre&ions* and crofting to their own 
Strength and Multitudes * refolv d to make no 
longer Abode there* but to invade all the Pro¬ 
vinces of the Empire* ravaging and plundering all 
Parts after a moft barbarous manner f and their 
Numbers were fo great* that no City or Country 
was able to make any confiderable Refiftance, 
Which when the good Emperor had well confi¬ 
dent concluding that whatfoever he had done 
formerly for the Advantage and Liberty of the 
Empire* was of no Effed* if he fuffer’d this Peft 
to fpread it felf* he refolv’d again to hazard his 
Perfon* and to march into thofe Parts which 
thefe People had invaded. And becaufe they 
could not march .all in one Body* by reafonof 
their Multitudes* he engag’d them in feveral 
Places* in which Battels great Numbers were flam 
©n either fide* and the Emperor himfelf fome- 
cimes wounded* and in Danger of Death. But 
at length conquering all Difficulties* he difpers’d 

alL their numerous Herds* and compell’d thofe 
who efcap’d Death and Captivity, to fly be¬ 
yond the Confines of the Roman Dominions. 

After this Probus return’d to Rome } and enter’d the 

City 
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Carus 
wade Em* 
$eror 9 


who joyns 

with him 
his Sons 
Cannus 

Nu- 

.merian. 


t 


The tinman Hiflovy* 


Book 



firm the Election ,* but apprehending the Power of 
the Army , and being defirous of preferving that 
Peace which Pro bus, had edablilh’d, they at length 
confented. 



find 


Certainty as to the Age 


Family of Carrn : Some fay he was by Birth a 



and by Defcent an Aft 


) 


others fay 



was born 


Rome* and his Father a Dalmatian 


However he is generally accounted a Roman • tho* 
dill fome others make him a Gaul , and born at 
JN Tar bone. Immediately after his Ele&ion and Con¬ 
firmation, he joyn’d his two Sons Carinas and Nu- 
merian with him, making them Partners in the Em¬ 
pire. and giving them equal Power and Autho¬ 
rity with himfelf. Carinm , the Elded, was wick 


ed, diflioned, infolent, and addidred to all Kinds 


of Vicioufnefs 




y Numerian was va? 


liant, wife, moded and learned, and adorn’d with 


many Vertues 


C arm 


being 


edabliflfd in 


Empire, he firft 


made a diligent Search after thofe who had mur 
der’d Probus, whom he feverely puniftfd acco: 


to their Deferts: which 


y 


gether with 


Probus had flhewn to him In his Life 


that Sufp 


lich fom 


c\ 


iccording 
the Love 
, remov’d 
d of his being 


confenting to his Death. Having done this piec 


fib 

v 


of Judice, and written 


dinary 


t 


etters 


the 


Sen 


ate 


, he march’d with his Army againd the Sar 
matians, who underdanding the Death of the in 
vincible. Probus, came down with great Fury into 
Pannonia , and with fuch 


T? 


and Threatning 


y 


that they terrify’d ail Italy and the Empire, 
after fome Skirmifhes and fmaller Enterp 


Gay 


y 


came tc 
V iciory 
put the 


Battel with them, in which he had the 


3 



6ooo took 


ed 


Prifoners 


3 


and 


Flight. After this Victory, he 


d Advice, that in the Rail the Perfe 


had 


made lome Attempts upon the Empire; where¬ 
fore to what Probus had defignU, he imme¬ 

diately 
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Confiderations and Reflexions upon his prefenfc 


Circumftarices 


he fix’d upon a furprifing Refolu 


tion, which none of his Predeceffors ever thought 
of, which was entirely to refign and relinquifh the 
Roman Empire, and to lead a private Life for the 
future. And as tho’ it was not fufficient to leave 


And 


and to lead a private Life for the 
tho’ it was not fufficient to leave 


the Empi 


himfelf, he perfuaded and aimed 


bell’d his AfTociate Maxlmian to do the fame j 
which between them was agreed and concluded 
by Letters and Embaffies. in fuch a Manner, that 


fuch a Manner 


both In the fame Day, Maxima an in Milan , and 


Biocleft- Dioclefian in Nicomedia 


ah and 
Maxim!' 

an refign 


refign’d the Empire 


and 


divefting themfelves of their Imperial Robes, they 
defcended from their Thrones, and made them- 


the Empire, felves equal with private Perfons, after Dioclefi 


* i 


had reign d 


Years 


f 


and Maxlmian above eigh 


teen 


both together making the Thirty ninth Em 


perorof Rome 


this Ad of Dioclefi 


Many/Authors applaud and extol 


mentioning it 


Superla 


rive Indance of Greatnefs and Generofity, that he 
could fo eafily and freely part with the Empire of 

the World ; but LaBantius in a Piece lately recei¬ 
ver d from Darknefs, affures us, that this Refigna- 


but LaBantius 


ver’d from Darknefs 
tion was wholly ca 


affures 


non was wholly cans d by the means and Contri 

vances of Galerius , who coming to Nicomedia fhort 

ly after a great Sick-nefs of the Emperor’s,, threat 

Bed him with a Civil War if he refus’d to refign 


he had done Maxlmian before 


and that Diock 


ft a n 


finding himfelf declining in Years and Au 


with many fervile Teai 


tnority, with many fervile Tears was conftrain’d 
to comply with his Demand. However we are 
affur’d by many, that after his Refignation, his Life 


comply with his Demand 


very eafie and pleafant to him 


to his Birth-Place Salona in Dalmatia 


having retir’d 


where for 


feveral Y 




aging a Garden and an 


his principal Employment was ma 


Orchard 


faying to hi 




fy of .the S 


That he began now to live 3 and to fee the Beau J 

And when afterwards Maxlmian , and 


others 


4 
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Ccmfhn* 

tins and 

Galerius 

made Em - 

perm. 
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From the Refignation of Dioclefian* to the Re¬ 
moval of the Imperial Seat to Conftantinople 
ly Conflantine the Great, the Forty-firfl Em¬ 
peror • which was the greatejl Step to the Raw 

of the Roman Empire . 
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H E Refigngtion of Dioclefian and Maxim 
an, was a great Surprize to the Roman 

often feen its befl: Blood 



Empire, which had . 
fted for the obtaining >pf it : However, we find 

no great Marks of Diffatisfadrion in any, all being 
ready to acknowledge the two Caefiars, Conftantm 
and Gakrius for Emperors, according to the par¬ 
ticular Appointment of Dioclefian and Maximian, 
Confiantius was fur nam'd Ghlorm from his Palenefs 

and' was marry’d to Theodora 

and Galerius to Valeria, Daughter to 




1 


Daughter-in-Law to 



Dioclefian . The firfl: was very Noble by Defcent 
near ally’d to the Emperor Claudius , vertuous, va 

liant, of an 


y 



and merciful Temper,• the lat 
ter was ignoble, of a fignal Valour and Courage 


y 


but withal chnrlifh, incontinent, cruel, and a bar¬ 
barous Perfecutor of the Chrifiians , Nocwith- 

flanding this Difparity of 
on s. 


Dioclefian while he rei 


Humours and Difpofiti- 

his remarkable 

Policy and uncommon Management, preferv’d a 

conftant Agreement between them after his Refig- 

nation, 



i 
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natural War, began to defert, and were in a dag¬ 
gering Condition ; which threw him into fucha 

Fright, that . fearing the Fate of S events,, he caft 
himfelf at his Soldiers Feet, and fervilely begg'd. 

That they woud not deliver him up to his Enemies | 

and then march'd away with fuch Fear and Con¬ 
firmation, that a fmall Body of Men wou’d have 
been fufficient to have ruin'd him. Infinite Ra¬ 
vages and Outrages were permitted by Him, and 
committed by his Army in all Parts of Italy in 
their March ,- fo that inftead of being a Roman 
Emperor he became the Plunderer of Italy, retir¬ 
ing back into his own Divifion, after he had in a 
lavage Manner deftroy'd the whole Country. Not 
long after his Return to his Province, he lent for 

old Diode fun, before whom he created Lidnius Ca- Llcinias 
far, or rather Emperor in the Place of Severn r de- ™ ad * Ca5 “ 
ceas'd • whQ was originally the Son of a poor La- 
bourer in Dacia , but a very politick and excellent Gakrius. 
Commander. The Prefence of Dioclefian was made 
life of to give the greater Authority to the Choice; 
which notwithftanding gave but fmall Satisfaction 
to Maximin in the Eafi, who much envy'd this 

new Advancement. 
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Ilf. Licinius was now generally acknowledg’d D 


« 


Emperor in the Room of Galmm , and 



Jir 


took upon him the fame Provinces • while Confian- Lic ' oiu . s 
tine govern’d Gaul and his ~ . 



. i lucceeds 

wnh great Q alerius 
Succefs and 'Profperity, tho’ ftilt continuing in the in the Em* 


\ 


Gentile 



Having reign’d about fix Years, pfr* 


he began to be highly concern’d for the City of 

9 • 9 ^ « • fc Qy • 


Rome 


which was miferably 




the in 

tolerable Outrages and Infolencies daily commit 
ted bv Maxenfm; and being folicited by an Em 




baffy fent purpofeiy to him by the Senate and Peo 

pie of Rome, he took up a Refolutioh worthy of 



him 


y 


and 


f 


fo great a Mind* to march 
free the City from the Tyrannies and Extra 
vagancies of that Ufurper. He was no fooner Conflan- 

engag’d in this Expedition, but like a prudent s ' Ex 
Man began to think on * mn - - 1 - J * 1 



ion a* 


Affiftance beyond gain jt 
the meer Strength and Courage of his Army ,• and Maxenti 



that 


there were many Deities at that us 


time worfbip’d in the World, his firft Care was 
which of thefe to 
Tutular Guardian. 



as his Protector and 
obferv’d the fatal Mi fear- 

i « 

riages of his Predeceffors, who had violently pro¬ 
moted the Multiplicity of Gods; and that not 


withstanding' their utmoft Protections, their Wars 
had generally been unprofperous, and their Ends 
unfortunate and untimely : On the contrary, his 
Father who had acknowledg’d and ador’d 



one God, had happily fucceeded in his Underta 



upon which Confideration he refolv’d to lay 
aftde the vulgar Deities, and adhere to the^God of 
his Father;, to whom he humbly addrefs’d hiiii- 
felf, befeeching him to make himfelf known to 


i 


him 


and affift him in this Expedition 


And 


cuiu auub am - 

Heaven heard his Prayer, and apfwer’d in a man 


No 


ner 


t 
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came out of the City to receive him $ and with 

infinite Acclamations, ftyfd him their Father , their 

Saviour , and Author of all their Happinefs, In this 

Manner he was attended into Rome , with incredi- 
ble Joy and Dilatation of Heart, every one re¬ 
founding the Praifes of this Emperor; but he 
wou’d attribute nothing to his own Power or Po¬ 
licy, but all to God alone. And in the right Hand 
of all the Statues that were ere&ed to his Honour 
by Decree of Senate, he caus'd to be engraven the 
Figure of the Grofs, with the fame Infcription he 
had feen in the Heavens ,• only in one he had like- 
wife an Infcription, intimating, 'That under the Influ¬ 
ence of that victorious Crofs , Conftantine had deli¬ 
ver'd the City from the Yoke of Tyrannical Power, and 
had refior d to the Senate and People of Rome their 

ancient Splendor and Glory . And about this Time, 
we are told, that he commanded by publick Edi&, 
that no Man for the future ftiou’d fuffer the Death 
of the Crof%,* which till now was lookt upon as moft 
ignominious of all others. Setling all Affairs in 
Peace and good Order in the City, and making 
wife and juft Laws and Ordinances, to ftiew him- 
felf grateful for the Benefit he had. receiv’d, he be¬ 
gan to beftow many Favours and Gifts upon the 

Chrifiians , gradually building them Churches and 

Places of Prayer, endowing them with Rents and 
Means for the Maintenance of the Priefts and Mi- 
nifters, with Neceffaries and Ornaments, for Di¬ 
vine Service ,• all which were done by feveral wa¬ 
ry Steps and Degrees. Shortly after his Vhftory, 
He and Licrnus , to whom he marry’d his Sifter 
Confiantia , by one confent iffu’d out their Decrees 
. through all the Provinces and Cities of the Em¬ 
pire, commanding that the Chrifiians fhou’d be 
eas’d from all Grievances, made free, and receiv’d 
into all Offices and Places of Authority ; which 
now finifh’d that great Perfection begun by Dio- 

clefian , 




took great care .to reduce all Arts and Sciences to 
their ancient Perfe&ion , highly honouring and 
encouraging fuch Matters as were excellent, who 
at this time were greatly decay’d and diminifh’d. 

He bufily employ’d himfelf in the moft honourable 
Exercifes, being frequently reading, writing and 
i nd idling, and hearing of Embaffies and Com¬ 
plaints, which were brought to him from feveral 
Provinces,' and to all Men he fhew’d himfelf very 
affable, mild, courteous and bountiful; fo that 
his greateft Enemies have been obligd to ac¬ 
knowledge many Venues and Excellencies in this 

Prince. 

Conftanme living in this Profperity, Maximin Maxlmin 

who govern’d in the Eaft, feeing himfelf rich and invest# 
powerful, accounted it a Dilhonour to him to be m 2 m * 
inferior to Licinius or Corftantine ; and therefore 

N n 2 affunnng 


l 





1 







4 





I 



22 %. 

Conftan- 
dne Sole 

Emperor. 
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IV. The Defeat and Death of Litmus gave 

Confiantine full Power and Authority, and. made 
hime foie Monarch of the Roman Empire 5 Ms 
. Reign being for fome Space attended with an uni¬ 
versal Peace and Security, Chriftianity and all Arts 

daily fiourifoing and encreafing. He was general¬ 
ly belov’d, and much honour’d by his Subje&s, 
for his judice and Clemency ^ and no lefs dreaded 
by the barbarous Nations, for his Conduct and Va¬ 
lour : but was moft of all edeem’d and admir’d 

# 

by the Chriftians in all Nations^-whofe Affairs he 
now promoted with greater Vigour than ever. He 
beftow’d many extraordinary Benefits, Privileges, 
and Donatives upon the Bifhops and Churches, 
and generally upon all Chriftians , entirely abolifil¬ 
ing all Laws and Edicts that had ever been made 
to their Prejudice ,* and he iffu’d out fpecial Edi&s, 
commanding that no more Temples fhould be built 
to the Honour of any Fagan God. He alfo com¬ 
manded that in all the Provinces of the Empire, 
the Orders of the Bifhops fhould be exactly ob- 
ferv’d • and to fuch as wanted a Competency for 
Subfidance, he affign’d Goods and Rents to main¬ 
tain them during their Lives. He not only took Care 
for the Chriftians in the Empire, but us’d fuch 
Methods by his Ambaifadors and otherwife, that 
in Ferfta and other Countries, they were not op- 
prefs’d, as formerly; fo that the Gofpel was in- 

courag’d and propagated in many Parts of the 
World , by the Means and Methods of this migh¬ 
ty Emperor. But in this great Profperity of the 
Church, its Peace was highly difturb’d, and its 
Purity dangeroufly corrupted by the Errors and 
Herefiesof the famous Arms i a'Pried in Alexan¬ 
dria ; which in nine or ten Years time, became 

fo popular and prevalent in many Provinces, that 

the 
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twentieth Year of his Reign, both at Nicomedia. 
and Rome; and made many new Regulations in 
the Laws and State, reftraining the Exorbitances - 1 

of Ufury, and many other Inconveniences. And 
whereas feveral Complaints were made againft his 
Favourites and particular Friends, he publilh’d an 
Ed id this Year, allowing and inviting any one to 
come freely and accufe them, promiling Rewards 
to thofe who made good their Accufations; con¬ 
cluding hisEdid with a moft religious Protection 

of his Sincerity. But notwithstanding his wor- , 

thy Adminilfration, we are told, that about this 
Time he did home Ads which gave Opportunity 
to his Enemies much to blacken his Reputation 

which were his putting to Death his Son Crifpis,^ llt 
t ' ’ and Death . 
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about two Years after • at.which Time the Empe¬ 
ror repair’d to it, and fetled there with ail his 
Court, making it the Imperial Seat, as wasalfo ob~ 
ferv’d by all his Succeffors. This made a great Al¬ 
teration, and different Circulation in the Body Po¬ 
litick ,• for the Empire which before had been de¬ 
clining by its old Age, grievoufly diftemper’d by 
inward Heats and Diffractions, and labouring un¬ 
der fo vaft a Btflk and "Plethora as Nature cou’d not 
govern, being forc’d as it were by Confiantine to, 
change its natural, and native Air, by fo violent an 
Alteration, it contracted its Mortal Infirmity. And 
the Empire by this means being fometimes divided 
by a Kind of Neceffity, itfofar declin’d, that a- 
bout 14 6 Years after, all the Weftern Parts were 
torn in Pieces and deitroy’d by the barbarous Na¬ 
tions, and Italy and Rome it felf pillag’d and intire- 
ly poffefs’d by the Goths . 

This great Alteration of the Removal of the Im¬ 
perial Seat, was made in the 2fth Year of this 
Emperor’s Reign, and the 1084th from the Build¬ 
ing of Rome , 372 Years after the beginning of the 
Empire under Julius Ctefar, 55^ after the full Set¬ 
tlement of it by AugufluSi ; 50 after our Saviour’s 
Nativity, 254 after the laft of the twelve Cafars, 

215 after the Death of Trajan, when the Empire 
was in the greateft Extent, 157 after the publick 
Sale of the Empire, 71 after the Beginning of the 
thirty Tyrants, and about feven before the Death 
of Confiantine . He alfo new model’d the Empire, 
dividing it into four Quarters, over which were 

four principal Governors call’d Praetorian PrafeBs. 
Thefe contain’d 14 Diocefles, each govern’d by a 

Vicarius , or Lieutenant, under the PrefeBs , refiding 

at the Metropolis of the Diocefs ,• and the Dioceffes 
were divided into 120 Provinces, each rul’d by a 
Trefident refiding at the chief City of the Province. 
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